27/ 01/ 2003

WAgi ng peace

ITis anillum nating observation. According to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the Third World War, already in notion, is a war
waged by peace-|ovi ng peopl es agai nst perceptions of evil.

The engi ne that keeps this war in nmotion is the refusal to conprom se -
a sensel ess obstinacy that arises fromboth the warring sides' conviction
of their respective righteousness. But no one will win this war. The only
way out, said Dr Mahathir, is a conpromise and a win-win situation is
possi ble but only if the root causes of terrorismare identified and
resol ved

Security in the post 9/11 world should be built on the power of
di pl omacy, transparent gl obal governance and policies that reverse the
world's inequities and provide human dignity for all. But the prevailing
m ndset is one that builds security on global mlitary dom nance,
indefinite reliance on nucl ear weapons and the threat to start pre-enptive
wars. This Runsfeld doctrine of "find and destroy the eneny before they
strike" is a dysfunctional strategy for, as Dr Mahathir said, the target
i s wrong.

The i npendi ng war against Iraq would go down in history as the first war
fought in the nane of nuclear disarmanment but, ironically, pursued by a
country with nore than 10,000 nucl ear weapons agai nst one with no
denonstrated nucl ear weapons. Nor is the world blind to the fact that
while America wants to bonb Irag - as re-asserted by Secretary of State
Colin Powell yesterday - it turns a blind eye to Israel's arsenal of 200
nucl ear weapons and chooses the diplonmacy route on North Korea. The
contrast between the "let's-talk-1ike-gentlenmen” in North Korea and
Machi avel | i an power noves in Iraq reveal s the bankruptcy of America's war-
i s-our-only-option notion. It will only invite retaliation fromthe have-
nots of the world.

A new mi ndset, as urged by Dr Mahathir, is urgently needed. Jobl essness,
poverty, honel essness, poor education and discrimnation should be seen as
weapons of mass destruction that nust be elimnated. Peace is the pre-
condi ton of human existence. In the 21st century there nust be dignity for
all, or there will be security for none.
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