23/ 09/ 2003

Wanita Umo against open-air rallies

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Wanita Umo will submt its objection to the proposa
allowing public rallies in the next general election, to the party's
headquarters so that it could be forwarded to the Election Conmi ssion

Its head, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, said today Wanita Umo nenbers had
their reservation about public rallies as these could threaten public
security, pointing out that such activities would be held in open places
and crowds could be hard to control

"Way take the risk when we know that it can be difficult to control the
crowd? Anyone including foreigners can attend public rallies and
situations may get out of hand ..."

Raf i dah was speaking after chairing the nonthly Wanita Umo neeting at
the party headquarters at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre

Asked whet her the Umo headquarters would accept Wanita Umo's
reservations regarding public rallies, Rafidah said: "Qur nenbers make up
hal f of the party. If half of party nenbers feel that way, then Ummo
cannot ignore our views."

Rafidah said this in response to a statenent by the EC chairman Tan Sri
Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahnman |ast week that political parties would be
all owed to conduct open-air rallies during canpaigning in the next genera
el ection provided they obtained police pernits to do so.

Regardi ng Pas' hudud in Terengganu and Kel antan on sodony, Rafidah said
that Wanita Umo would intensify its canpaigns to educate the people that
these | aws were not in accordance wth |Islanmic teachings.

"From our surveys, we discovered that sonme people do not even know what
sodony is. There is no point in explaining why it is wong when people do
not know its neaning."

Rafi dah al so said that Wanita Umo woul d organi se a one-day semi nar on
Sunday to brief nenbers on the 2004 Budget tabled by Finance M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad in the Dewan Rakyat on Sept 12
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