20/ 03/ 2003
PM W will not support war
By Hardev Kaur

MALAYSI A will not be involved in the war against Irag and will not support
it even if the UN Security Council sanctions the attack, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d.

"Qur stand is that war is not a solution. So we will always oppose it
and we will have to make contact with sone countries which are opposed to
it," he said.

Asked what inmpact the inmpending war in Iraq woul d have on Ml aysi a and
what preparations had been nade to cushi on any adverse inpact on the
country, Dr Mahathir said: "We don't have any nilitary preparations of any
kind. We don't expect any attack against us. W don't expect to be a base
for any attack agai nst Iraq.

"And to the extent that we can be of help in any way in terns of
supplying nedical aid (we would)," he said during a Press conference at
the end of his two-day visit to Brazil

Dr Mahat hir hoped other countries will try to persuade Anerica not to
resort to mlitary action and added that although it seens inevitable
there could be sone | ast-ni nute devel opnent s.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has witten to UN
secretary-general Kofi Annan asking himto convene a neeting of Heads of
Governnent which are not in the Security Council and added that "if there
is a response from Annan, we may still be able to do sonething."

Many others were al so opposed to the war including those on the security
counci | anbng them vet o-wi el di ng nenbers France, CGernany and Russia and
the march to war has been described as "a failure of diplomacy".

Asked on the inpact the war was likely to have on Malaysia, the Prine
M ni ster said the war was antici pated and "we have | ooked at alternatives
we can resort to particularly with regard to our econoni c devel opment and
grow h. "

Dr Mahathir said he believes that "econonmic growh will be affected".
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