24/ 09/ 2003

20,000 | ower Bakun residents say they're living in fear after floods

M RI, Tues. - The residents living below the Bakun hydroel ectric dam
project are asking the Governnent to resettle them on safer ground

Lower Bakun Residents Action Committee chairman Melai Al ang said nore
t han 20,000 people, comprising the Kayan, Kenyah, Kajang, Sihan, Punan,
Tanj ong, |ban, Chinese and Malays in |ower Bakun dam were anxious to
nove.

"Now we don't have peace of mnd. W are constantly worried that the
Bakun dam mi ght coll apse," he said today.

Mel ai said the people of |ower Bakun had been living in fear since a
flash flood hit Belaga district on May 5, 2001.

During that flood, he said, the people panicked on hearing runours that
the RW8 nillion Bakun Dam was col | apsing due to flash fl ood

"When the runours reached our |onghouses, we felt so vul nerable and
hel pl ess. W just didn't know what to do.

"We lost all our possessions including outboard engines, electric
generators and other articles during that flood," said Ugu Matu, a
resi dent of the Unam Sekapan | onghouse in Bel aga.

Since that flood, he said, the people of |ower Bakun realised they had
no choice but to nove to safer ground.

More than 20,000 "nervous orang ulu" fromat |east 26 | onghouses and the
Bel aga town are "very anxious" to nove to higher ground, Melai said.

"We are appealing to the Governnent to build resettlenment areas where we
can live safely and peacefully."

Mel ai said the people of |ower Bakun desired a resettlenment schene that
was sinmlar to the Sungai Asap Resettlenent near Bakun, which was set up
three years ago.

The Sungai Asap resettlenment scheme, |ocated some 150km from Bintulu, is
equi pped with basic anmenities and utilities and is connected by road to
Bi ntul u and Bakun.

According to Melai, the Lower Bakun Resident Action Committee had al so
submitted a menorandum to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
| ate August.

"I n our nmenorandum we briefed the Prine Mnister about our problens,
our fears and our needs."

Mel ai said anong the concerns of the | ower Bakun people were the
di m ni shing sources of food, poor health, the Bakun dam s safety and
conpensation for land and crops destroyed to nmake way for the Bakun
proj ect.

"After the coffer dam was conpleted, the Rejang river becane nore
unpredi ct abl e and unregul at ed.

"The water |evel drops very quickly now if it doesn't rain for three
days.

"When this happens, we cannot even travel out of our |onghouse to get
food supplies and fuel in Belaga because there is no road from our
| onghouse to Bel aga.

"We depend solely on river transport," he said.

As a result, he said, the people in |ower Bakun often faced food
shortages during the dry season
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