01/ 09/ 2003
What a grand birthday! (HL)

Suj at ani Poosparaj ah; Farrah Naz Karim Tan Choe Choe

PUTRAJAYA, Sun. - Malaysia celebrated its 46th Merdeka Day today with its
bi ggest parade yet, set against the magnificent backdrop of the new Pal ace
of Justice and witnessed by a crowd of nore than 300, 000 peopl e.

People fromall walks of life converged on the Boulevard in the Federal
adm nistrative capital as early as 4am joined later by the nation's
| eaders.

The overcast norning sky gave way to pl easant weather, just in tinme for
the performances and narch-past of thousands of participants dressed in
colourful outfits and costunes.

The three-hour parade, thened Kerananmu Ml aysia (For You, Ml aysia),
began with the arrival of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin
and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauziah in a horse-drawn carriage

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad, cel ebrating Merdeka for
the last time in his capacity as the premier, and his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali arrived a little earlier, in a Naza Ra V6 multi-
pur pose vehicle.

As the Negaraku with the new tenpo was sung, four Royal Malaysian Air
Force helicopters flew overhead, trailing the Jalur Genilang and the arned
forces flags behind them Plunes of red and yel |l ow snoke bill owed,
creating a spiral of colours signifying the national flag.

In perfect timing, a fighter jet roared past, before the King inspected
a guard of honour.

This was followed by the flag-raising cerenpbny acconpani ed by the
Negar aku, Jalur Gem | ang and Kerananu Ml aysia songs, performed by the
Mal aysi an Teachers Training Colleges' choir acconpanied by the police
brass band.

Fourteen cannon shots booned as RMAF and police helicopters flew past
carrying the States' flags.

In true testinony to the nation's ethnic unity, spectators and
performers alike, led by seven students of different races, rendered the
i krar followed by seven hearty shouts of Merdeka.

A recording of Dr Mahathir's enotionally-charged rendition of his poem
Perjuangan Yang Bel um Sel esai drew a nmonment of silence fromthe crowd as
they listened attentively to the neaningful words.

The cel ebration then shifted to high gear with the perfornance of the
rhythnms and sounds of Mal aysia by Kunmpul an Sinfoni Rakyat Ml aysia
conprising 6,000 drumers, nmusicians, dancers and choir nenbers

Positioned in front of the royal dais, dressed in colourful nationa
costunes, they were a sight to behold, dancing to the catchy beats of the
rebana ubi, kertuk aum and kel apa, Chinese drums, tavil and tablas, Tha
drunms, konpang, jidor and ketebung, played simltaneously by 2,500
drumrers of different races.

The crowd lining the sides of the Boul evard craned their necks to catch
a glinpse of the 19 eye-catching floats and nmarch-past by 23, 000
partici pants from governnent agencies, private corporations, schools and
institutions that had contributed to the nation's independence, peace and
security.

The parade al so included a sector conprising Ml aysi ans who have gai ned
international fane during Dr Mahathir's tenure as Prime Mnister from
1981.

Waving to the cheering crowd, English Channel sw mer Datuk Abdul WMalik



Mydin, solo round-the-world sailor Datuk Azhar Mansor and Mount Everest
conquerors M Magendran and N. Mhandas were ferried in Bufori and TD2000
cars.

Hi storical footage of the 1957 Merdeka cel ebration was shown on a bhig
screen.

There were magni ficent performances of cultural dances by a 9,000-strong
contingent, and finally the nuch-awaited heart-stopping air show by RVAF
fighter jets and light aircraft.

Joining in the celebration were Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and wife Datuk Seri Endon Mahnood, Cabi net
m nisters, foreign dignitaries and about 300 foreign journalists invited
to cover the parade.

Tourists, fromas far as Austria, Sweden, the United States and China,
were awed not only by the nagnificence of Putrajaya, but also the unity
anong the people as reflected in today's cel ebrati on.

Anericans Kathleen Mrrissey, 35, and Kari Stillson, 31, both here for
the first time, described the celebration as "so colourful".



	What a grand birthday! (HL) (NST 01/09/2003)

