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Wher e hopes reside, w shes can cone true

SEND me a wish list, said Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, when he met a
group of young Ml aysians in Putrajaya |ast nmonth. Soon after, the youth
section of this newspaper invited everyone to hand in their list. And they
haven't stopped coming in.

Wth each wish, from Ml aysians young and old, there is the underlying
assunption, an unwavering belief, that the new Prine Mnister who begins
his tenure today, will lead us into a better future, which reflects the
aspirations of all Ml aysians within the nation's unique context.

For there is nuch to look forward to. The Ml aysi an econony is in good
shape. Despite the strident calls for a business and tourism boycott by an
i nfluential Jew sh group and the recent US Senate decision to restrict
mlitary training aid to Malaysia, God willing, we should be able to
weat her the storm of criticisms levelled at us for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s apparently anti-Semitic statenents.

Abdul I ah has the unenviable job of managing a country that is already
considered - even by our detractors - as the darling of the devel opi ng
world. Certainly, we must continue to be the Voice of the South,
especially in our dealings with the powerful West. If Ml aysia stops

pointing out the inconsistencies of First Wrld governnents, will there be
other countries willing to take on this unpopul ar task?
Managi ng success is not easy, but with the foundation set firmy in
pl ace Abdullah will undoubtedly nake the right decisions for the country.
First on the wish list of many is Bangsa Ml aysia, which nust begin wth
nore integrated schools. There are great hopes that he will define this
further, concretise the path upon which we can all nove - in the sane

direction - towards a Ml aysian identity. Although there is much that
brings us together, even Abdullah hinself has noted that he only catches
glinpses of this identity when Ml aysi ans go abroad. At home, nost of us
are still lodged in our respective conpartnents, not hel ped by an
extrem st Islamic Qpposition which wants to isolate Ml aysians from each
ot her.

The second wi sh would be to see him tackle corruption. Abdullah rnust
bring together the sharpest mnds to conduct a critical enquiry into the
sources and causes of such deceitful practices and foster nore efficient
and transparent governnent. Here, action will speak |ouder than words

There may be structural and systemic defects which allow corruption to
fester and these nmust be fixed and dealt with thoroughly. W cannot afford
to gloss over such critical matters, even if higher or bigger goals are at
stake. As houseowners should know, a handful of ternites can create enough
havoc to bring down entire buil dings.

Third on the wish list is education. Abdullah has declared hinself a
firm believer of the Vision School concept. Now, with the help of Barisan
Nasi onal |eaders, he can nake this a reality in every town, district and
State.

Mal aysi ans nust know t hat peace cannot be sustained, at |east not in the
long run, if we remain cloistered in our respective confort zones

Through an inproved national education system wi th an enphasis on
Engl i sh, our young can learn to acknow edge and respect difference. Let's
not fudge the issue: our survival depends on our ability to live al ongside
each other and Abdullah nust find the resources to ensure that this is
understood by every child in this country.



The last wish to be plucked fromthe hundreds received is the hope that
he will allow us a noment for self-scrutiny. W have gone so far, done so
much. Let's sit down together to ponder the forked paths ahead of us.
After decades of fast-paced devel opnent, a short pause for introspection
will help. After that, we can all carry on with the tasks entrusted to us.

As for Abdullah, the wish |ist may never end. But if he gathers the best
nm nds and nost experienced people around him (no substitute for
experience) and enploys the right strategies, he should be able to achieve
a great deal during his first termas Prine Mnister. W want himto
excel .

Let's help himdo it.
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