27/ 07/ 2003

New busi ness partnerships with Thais

LANGKAW, Sat. - The two-day Mal aysi a- Thail and Technol ogy and Busi ness
Part nership Di al ogue here beginning tonmorrow will create new business
partnershi ps and strategies for econom c co-operation between the two
countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his Thai counterpart
Thaksin Shinawatra will both deliver keynote addresses tonorrow.

A total of 326 participants ranging from mnisters to senior governnent
officials and top businessnen from both countries will be present

The dialogue is jointly organised by the Ml aysian |Industry-Government
Group for H gh Technology (M CHT) and the National Science and Technol ogy
Devel opment Agency Thai |l and.

The event is held in collaboration between the Mnistry of Internationa
Trade and Industry and the Mnistry of Science and Technol ogy Thail and

"Wth the gl obal econonmy now not being at its best, we should be Iooking
for new ways of doing things to enhance econonmic growmh in our two
countries,” MGHT joint chairman (Governnent) Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Zaharudin
| drus said.

"W want to pronote through this dial ogue the philosophy of "prospering
thy nei ghbour'; we want to show that it can work between Mal aysia and
Thai | and, " he added

Thail and' s National Science and Technol ogy Devel opnent Agency vVice-
president Dr Chatri Sripaipan said the presence of both Prime Mnisters
had attracted top-notch participants.

M GHT president/chief executive Datuk Dr Ahnmad Tasir Lope Pihie said
al t hough both countries conpeted for a slice of the regional market, there
were many areas where co-operation could be devel oped.

"The industries in both countries can co-operate while the individua
firnms conpete. For exanple, there are Ml aysi an conpanies involved in the
Thai autonotive business, and we feel that the opposite is also
happeni ng. "

Besi des di al ogue sessions to discuss current co-operation and future
projects, the event would also feature parallel workshops in various
areas.

They include agro-biotechnol ogy and agriculture; infornmation and
comuni cation technol ogy; the automotive, electronic and electrical
i ndustries; and eco-tourism and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

A busi ness-nmat chi ng session and exhi bition showasi ng the | eading
industrial players from both countries will also be held

Anong the speakers, noderators and interveners scheduled to participate
in the dialogue are Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(1SI'S) Malaysia Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee; Perusahaan O onobil Nasiona
Bhd chi ef executive Tan Sri Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff and M nos Bhd
presi dent Datuk Tengku Dr Mbhd Azznan Shariffadeen Tengku | brahim

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi will close the
di al ogue on Mnday follow ng the summation and tabling of resolutions.
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