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Wl f in sheep's clothing could cause problens when the baton is passed

Shansul Akmar
THE presence of tough-Iooking young men wearing | eather jackets conplete
with Umo Youth |ogos on them caused quite a stir on Tuesday.

It seened they had taken upon thenselves the task of providing security
to top Umo leaders to the extent of trying to protect the VIPs fromtheir
own security personnel

It was later established that nost of them were Umo Youth menbers, but
not part of the novenent's secretariat.

According to an Umo Youth spokesnman, the "l eather-jacketed" youths
wanted to contribute to the party in its on-going general assenbly.

"But | guess, it is a case of msplaced noble intentions."

Nobl e intentions but badly-executed are common and have never been able
to affect Umo's stature nor distract the party fromits objectives

It is the well-executed evil intentions which have been the bane of Umo
for years no end.
And under nost circunstances, the perpetrators of evil intentions are

anything but thuggish in their outlook. Their smiles are sweet and their
attire befits the occasion.

The Mal ay proverb probably npst apt to describe such individuals is
nmusuh dal am selimut or a wolf in a sheep's clothing (the English
equi val ent) .

As such, it is not surprising that Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed raised the issue of party menmbers chall enging his anointed
successor Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and the deputy president to be
chosen by the latter.

Whil e contests should not be viewed negatively all the tine as they
ensure that the denocratic process in the party is alive and kicking, it
is the manner in which some of the contests are being conducted that
worries the | eadership.

The scenario after Dr Mahathir steps down in Qctober is that Abdullah
will take over as Prinme Mnister and party president.

Abdul lah will then appoint an Ummo | eader of his choice to be the Deputy
Prime Mnister and by convention, it will be one of the three vice-
presidents - Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and Tan
Sri  Muhammad Muhanmad Tai b.

Muhammad had been discounted fromthe very start because he is not a
Menber of Parlianent though he could be nade a senator to enable himto be
the Deputy Prime Mnister.

However, party insiders do not see such a scenario as it can give rise
t o unhappi ness, not necessarily with the other two vice-presidents, but
with their supporters.

Wth that, the contest for the Deputy Prime Mnister's post will be left
to Najib and Mihyi ddin.

Al though Dr Mahathir had said that Najib, being the senior vice-
presi dent, should be considered for the deputy prine mnistership, the
prerogative of choosing the person lies with the Prine Mnister.

Past situations, when it conmes to filling up the Deputy Prinme Mnister's
post, had never taken into consideration whether the vice-president is
seni or or otherwi se.

Wth that, Mihyiddin too is not truly out of the picture for the coveted
post .

At the sane tine, the appointnment to the Deputy Prinme Mnister's post is



not a matter of debate as it is truly the prerogative of the Prine
M ni ster.

But it is the position of the Umo deputy president which is quite
sticky.

After Dr Mahathir steps down and Abdul | ah takes over in Cctober, the
appoi ntnent of the Deputy Prinme Mnister should be snooth.

What is needed for the new Deputy Prine Mnister to be "fully
legitimsed" is the endorsenment in the party general assenbly next year
which is also election year.

VWhat Dr Mahathir and Abdull ah had been trying to do this past few days
is to seek the support of party nenbers to endorse the new Deputy Prinme
M ni ster as the new deputy president.

If the Deputy Prinme Mnister is challenged and wins in next year's party
election, then it is well and fine.

However, if he loses, then the Prine Mnister would have to appoint the
Wi nner as the Deputy Prime Mnister.

No doubt, again, the Prine Mnister and party president does not need to
change the Deputy Prine Mnister even if he loses in the race for the
deputy presidency, but it may be tantanobunt to ignoring the w shes of the
Umo del egat es.

The other problemthat will arise if the Deputy Prine Mnister is
defeated in the contest for the deputy presidency, is that it may reflect
the Umo grassroots' rejection of the choice of the party president.

All this may give rise to conplications in Umo's efforts to reduce
politicking wthin.

It is not surprising that Dr Mahathir had expressed his hopes that such
power struggle would not naterialise.

But | ooking at what had transpired over the past two decades in Umo,
contests for the top two party posts had occurred several tines.

Dr Mahathir's choice of Tan Sri Miusa Hitamas his Deputy Prime Mnister
did not autommtically guarantee him the deputy presidency.

Musa was chal l enged twi ce by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah in 1981 and 1983,
but the former survived.

Then, in the 1987 party election, a year after Miusa gave up his Deputy
Prime Mnister's post, he failed to defend his party post when the
del egates decided to vote for Tun Ghafar Baba who had been chosen by Dr
Mahathir to fill the Deputy Prime Mnister's post.

Again, in the 1993 party election, Chafar lost his deputy president's
post to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand with that, went his Deputy Prime
M nister's post.

However, since that party election, the top two Umo posts had not seen
any contest and when Anwar was renoved in 1998 from both the party and
gover nment posts, Abdullah becane Dr Mahathir's choice to fill the vacuum

In the party elections of 2000, there was again no contest for the top
two posts and Abdullah was "legitim sed" as the deputy president.

Now, Dr Mahat hir decides to step down and pass the nmantle to Abdull ah.

Abdul l ah will have to gain "legitimcy" in next year's party elections
and so will the person he chooses as the Deputy Prime M nster.

The only problemis that, despite all the pledges of support for
Abdul  ah i n whonever he chooses to be the Deputy Prine M nister and
subsequently endorsing him during the party elections, there are still
doubts whet her such pledges will be upheld.

The thuggi sh-1o0oking youths with good intentions are said to have shed

their leather jacket. But they still | ook tough.
The question is, what will happen if the reverse were to occur, in which
those with evil intentions were to don the |eather jackets?

The result will be the sane - they will still | ook noble and sincere,



regardl ess of what they wear and their evil intentions will only surface
when it is alittle too |ate.
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