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Wor kshops to hel p define scope, duties of enforcenent officers

M K. Megan

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - The Governnment wi |l soon organi se workshops for
enforcenent officers to help them work within the scope of the |aw and not
to be overzeal ous when carrying out their duties, Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

He said while working hard to carry out their duties, enforcenent
officers sometimes got carried away and ended up doing "enbarrassing
t hi ngs".

He cited the incident in Ipoh where city council enforcement officers
i ssued summonses to couples who were hol ding hands in public.

Abdul I ah said when the officers were nore aware of the scope of their
duties, they could carry out their jobs better, adding that it was
dangerous when the enforcement officers became overzeal ous

He said representatives fromall the agencies with enforcement units
i ncluding the police departnment and the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers, would
be called for a prelimnary discussion on the nechanics of the workshops.

"The officers need to be updated and refreshed on the |aws governing
their scope of work," said Abdullah, who is also the Home Mnister.

He said the workshops were also to remind officers not to be conpl acent.

"They nust be consistent. They see the whole of Asia adopt denocracy, it
is a fact that the West took 200 years to nake denocracy work. Their
initial denocracies could hardly be called denocracies today. The liberal
denocracy that we see in the West today had evol ved over many decades.

"Countries in Asia and other parts of the world which had never known
denocracy need not go through the sanme evolution of 200 years. But neither
shoul d they adopt the denobcratic system overnight. Wen forced to do so
they will beconme disoriented and becone anarchic rather than denocratic,”
Dr Mahathir said.

He also renmarked that there is a naive belief and even insistence that
the destruction of a country because of denobcracy is better than the
stability and prosperity resulting froma non-denocratic system

And so today war and conquests are considered legitimate if it is to
force a country to adopt a denocratic system of governnent, he said

"We seem to have gone overboard with denocracy. There is obvious
fanaticism not too different fromthe religious fanaticism of old when
wars to spread religions were considered right. W condemm those religious
wars but we cannot condem the ideol ogical denocratic wars of today," he
sai d.

In expanding on his talk titled "Genesis of a New Asia Oder," the Prine
M ni ster proposed that Asia devise its own financial and economnic
institutions in keeping with its values and needs. Asian countries are
neither at the sanme stage of devel opnent, nor do they have the sane
cul ture and val ues.

He said that a single currency is not for Asia for a very long tine to
cone but a trading currency can be devised which relates to the other
trading currencies of the world and Asian currencies should each have its
own exchange rate agai nst the tradi ng currency.

Dr Mahathir al so suggested an Asian trading group be formed. Wile not
being rigid, it should be intended to help the poor countries obtain
reasonable prices for their export, while paying equally reasonable prices
for their inports.

In conclusion, Dr Mahathir said: "In a hundred years' time, the world



will be nore nultiracial. People are nore nobile and borders cannot stop
them Europe and America will have huge Asian populations. And they wll
claimtheir rights. This is inevitable.

"But if Asia can grow and prosper, mgration will be slower and
adj ustment can be nmade without too nuch disruption. As no country in the
world will be single-ethnic, the mxture of races in every country will

reduce the possibility of any one race dominating the world.

"Asia must be prepared for this change in the 21st century. The new
Asian Order must be prem sed on this change... where national |oyalties
will be tenpered with a commitnment to internationalism"” he said.
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