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IN his speech at the opening of the 13th Summit neeting of the Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM), Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad call ed for
the revitalisation of NAM and for its 116 nmenbers to cl ose ranks and act
together to work for a new world order where denocracy was not j ust
confined to the internal governance of states but extended to the

gover nance of the world

The highlight of Dr Mahathir's speech was his call to make war illegal,
to be enforced by nultilateral forces under the control of the United
Nati ons. "No single nation should be allowed to police the world, |east of
all to decide what action to take, and when," he said.

NAM said the Prime Mnister, must struggle to outlaw war and nucl ear
weapons, stop the research and devel opnent of nore and nore | ethal weapons
and al so control the arns trade.

NAM nmenbers nust take up the challenge of making the UN truly effective
in serving the cause of peace. Wile the econonic and devel opnent al
chal | enges are i mense, the highest priority nmust be accorded to resisting
war .

Wars kill and mai mand | eave scars forever.

It is nost noteworthy that the 116 nenbers of NAM have endorsed a "No
War" decl arati on.

One of the main points of the Kuala Lunmpur Declaration is that al
menbers "uphol d and adhere to the fundamental principles of the novenent
and the Charter of the UNin the preservation and pronotion of world peace
t hrough di al ogue and di pl omacy anong states and the avoi dance and use of
force to resolve conflicts".

NAM represents four-fifths of humanity and accounts for two-thirds of
the UN nenbership. Collectively, they can speak with one voice to convey
powerful messages to the UN on issues concerning world peace, econony and
t he changi ng scenari o.

The bi ggest challenge for NAMnow is to remain united and co-hesive, and
have the organi sati onal capacity to deal with the changes brought about by
gl obal i sation and |i beralisation.

Mal aysi a deserves a pat on the back for successfully organising this
gargant uan gat hering. Syabas to all involved in its organisation,
particularly the security personnel

In retrospect, Ml aysians have played a decisive role in inpressing upon
all NAMrepresentatives the necessity to avoid war, which is not the
answer to conflict.

The manmoth peace rally at the Bukit Jalil Stadiumwas historic and
nmenorabl e. It was a nmeani ngful gathering that not only articul ated
Mal aysia's objection to a war with Iraqg but al so united Ml aysi ans of al
races and religions.

The rally was the grand finale to the Mal aysians for Peace canpai gn. The
13th NAM Sunmmmit has ended but the call for peace has just begun. The
Mal aysi ans for Peace canpai gn nust soldier on to becone a conmunity-based
nmovenent and a voi ce of the people for world peace.

( END)
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