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Young and resourceful

Jaswi nder Kaur

BEI NG a young institution of higher education has not stopped Universit
Mal aysi a Sabah from forgi ng ahead in producing quality acadenic staff and
graduates and from establishing links with re-nowned institutions over-
seas.

UMS, which turns nine this year, is the pride and joy of Malaysians in
Sabah, who cheered when Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
proposed the setting up of a public university in the State in 1994,

Fromrenting premses when it first started operations in 1995 UVMS now
has two canpuses: the main one at the scenic Sepanggar Bay, 15km from Kota
Ki nabal u, and another in Labuan

Student intake has increased from 205 in 1995 to 9,833 now. There are 56
programres on offer at 12 schools, with the latest addition being the
School of Medicine, which took in its first batch of undergraduates in
May .

It is also home to the Borneo Marine Research Institute, Tropica
Bi ol ogy and Conservati on Research Institute, Biotechnol ogy Research
Institute, Ethnography and Devel opnent Research Unit, Psychol ogy and
Social Health Research Unit, Centre for Pronotion of Know edge and
Language Learning and the Centre for Postgraduate Studies.

Vi ce- Chancel lor Tan Sri Professor Dr Abu Hassan O hman said the
university's early years were challenging but productive.

"It was a challenging tinme because we were asked to set up UVS from
scratch. After nine years, | am proud that UMS is recogni sed as an
academic institution not only in the country and region but also in the
wor | d.

"W have been successful because our products are narket-driven and
rel evant to the needs of the country," he said.

UMS is |ooking at curriculum devel opnent to strengthen course content by
asking its deans to benchmark programres agai nst the five-best programes
in the world. Academi ¢ advisors conprising corporate and public sector
| eaders are al so bei ng appoi nt ed.

He said UMS was striving to become a research university "because no
uni versity can beconme an excellent university w thout excellent research”.

UMS has received Intensive Research on Priority Areas (I RPA) grants
amounting to RV6.88 million since 1996. It also received a RWMM.5 nmillion
fundanental research grant this year and | ast year fromthe Hi gher
Educati on Departnent.

Foreign grants include those fromthe Asean Regional Centre for
Bi odi versity, the Japanese International Corporation Agency and the Wrld
Wde Fund for Nature

On links with foreign universities, he said it was inportant to expose
staff and students to devel opnent in research overseas. In future, UM
wants to set up nore links with institutions in Japan and South Korea

"The world is changing. W need to attain know edge from others. | am
proud to say that many want to collaborate with us. | am sure the next
decade of devel opment will see us becoming a nmuch nore recogni sed

institution at the international |evel."

UMS has also set up an Qutdoor Devel opnent Centre, which ains to produce
staff and students who are disciplined and innovati ve.

"It is the only facility of its kind in a public university. There are
activities such as the flying fox and rock clinbing, through which we hope



to devel op and di scover talents.
"Qur students are given every opportunity to develop thenselves. W nust
produce graduates who can comuni cate effectively in the working world.
"Qur notto, Strive to Excel, will guide us. If we work towards
excel l ence, we will beconme a recognised university in the world."



	Young and resourceful (NST 11/10/2003)

