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“Malaysia an Islamic state before Dr Ms declaration

PENANG, Sat. - Malaysia is an Islanic state and was one | ong before Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad' s declaration to this effect
acting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said today.

He said Dr Mahathir's declaration was not a statenent of intent but one
of fact, adding that 90 per cent of the laws in the country were Islamc
in nature and had been drafted | ong before the declaration.

Abdul | ah added that Ml aysia was a nulti-racial country where the
Muslins had learnt to live in peace and harnony with non-Mislins who were
guar anteed freedom of worship by the Federal Constitution.

The acting Prinme Mnister said the Barisan Nasional Governnent held
strongly to the Federal Constitution and the Rukun Negara as a joint
conviction by all conmponent parties.

He said this at the close of a seminar on Malaysia as an Islanmic state,
jointly organised by the Penang State Secretariat, the Islam c Devel opnent
Department (Jakim) and the Public Administration Institute (Intan).

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, his deputy
Datuk Dr HIm Yahaya, State Secretary Datuk Khalid Ram i, Jakindirector-
general Datuk Mhamad Shahir Abdullah and State nufti Datuk Hassan Ahnad.

Dr Mahathir's declaration on Sept 29, 2001 that Malaysia was an Islanic
state had been nade with the consensus of all Barisan Nasional |eaders
i ncl udi ng non-Musl i m ones, he said.

Among t hose present when the issue was being di scussed were Gerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong SiKk.

"No single race in the country should expect to get everything it wants,
Wi t hout any consideration for other conmunities," he said.

For exanple, he said, Islanmc education system was not inplenented
because non-Mislimchildren go to the same school

However, he said, the Government had set up Bank Islam to provide
banki ng services the Islamc way.

"It was not to deny others the right to normal banking services, but to
offer alternative banking the Islamic way to Muslins.

"Now, even the commercial banks are offering simlar |slamc banking
services."

Abdul I ah said a Muslim should be able to live the Iife of a good Mislim
in a mxed environment.

"A Muslim should be able to Iive as a good Mislim anywhere,'

he sai d.
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