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PERSONALITY PROFILE

By Leung Thong Ping

Always better
off than

his friends. In
primary school
he ran a tikam,
during the
Japanese
occupation he
ran a market
stall selling
‘bananas, :
fresh and fried

=

{ That letter to the Tengku: “I still don’t
i know how it got circulated. 1 only know
g that what Kissinger says is true. No
. official secret is a secret with the
arrival of the Xerox machine. The only

| ;ecret is the unwritten one.”
|

LOR STAR: It is difficult to re-
Aconci!e Dr. Mahathir's gentle de-

meanour with his controversial
speeches. There is a certain lassitude
about him reinforced by a paunch one
seldom suspects from the half-length
photographs of him.

He thinks this is a surprise he springs on
many. “I koow what people think.” He
langhed, folded his arms and sank deeper
into the mustard-coloured armchair.

“People label me an ultra. Even my
friends call me that. But I don't think that's
fair at all. I've never been excessive in my
statements. Most of what I have said, the
moderates now accept.

“What I ask to be done for the Malayvs
does not exceed what was agreed at indepen-
dence. 1 don't talk ol special privileges
Rather, it's special position — like what the
United States has provided [or the Red
Indians.

“Being backward is not a privilege. And
having things provided so you can‘get out of
this backwardness is not a privilege.



| Fashionable man

“Do I get much hate mail? Come to think
of it, the only unfriendly letter I've received
is quite mild. Somebody wrote to say 1
shouldn’t return to Umno “but join PMIP
instead. .

“But fan mail I've got a lot. At one time 1
received 30 to 50 a month Now they are
down to two or three.” -

He squinted behind his black- rlmmed
reading glasses. “It’'s the. sun,” he said,
glancing at the tinted French windows he
had slid open when we came in.

“I'have weak eyes. That’s why I'm always
photographed in dark glasses.” He put them
on.

Sun-glasses flatter Dr. Mahathir. They sit
well with his elegant sideburns, for he is also
a fashionable man.

He likes gay shirts and drives to work in a
white Ford Fairmont wearing a beige bush-
iacket instead of the conventional white Kil-
~dare over-alls. “I keep up-to-date.”

oy g slum child born and bred in Seberang
krat, Dr. Mahathir has done very well for him-

self.
/

L e Continued in Page Five



No, he never thought of
joining the PMIP when -

he was <xpelled, even
though “in certain ways,
the Umno has nearly the
same aims as the PMIP.”

“My only differene2
with the PMIP is that I
never believed that the
way they worked will
ach'eve their aims.
lated from th= Govern-
ment, it will- be able to
cry out, but as to achieve-
ment, there will be none.”

S0 what would he have:

done if he had not ra-
turned to Umno?

“The chances are that
I will be very independent
in my views, and if peo-
ple will listen to maz, I'll
talk, if people won't listen
to me, then I'll Kkeep
quiet.”

Certainly a lot of peo-
rle are listening and
watching. His climb from
r:spectability to promin-
ence has been achieved
with dramatic ease.

In March last year, he
was
Umno. Three months later
h2 contested the Umno

Supreme Council election

and was returned - with
the highest numter of
votes.

In August he was ap-
pointed a member of the
newly - formed Higher

Education Advisory Coun-:

¢il; in November Tun Ra-
zak appointed him chair-
man of Fima (Food In-
dustries of Malaysia);

come December and the

Kedah Legislative As-
sembly electzd him to the
Dewan Negara.

Iso~.

re-admitted to,

Different

“I think if you look at
the attitude of PAS in the
past, you could never have
imagined that they would
ever emter into any close
relationship with the
Alliance.

“Their ideas on how to
do things in this country
are completely different
from those of the Umno
or the Alliance. For ex-

-ampls, they have always
maeaintained that they will
other’
. races in this country.

not work with

“But now there is this
view that it is important

to accept what is already’
a fact, that other races.

are here, and whethszr
you like it or not,
have political as well as
economic power. So it is

-far better to find ways

and means to work out
how to achieve thz aims
of PAS through working
with others.

“This change of atti-,

tude is radical for them,
something that {s so radi-
cal that a big proportion
of their followers have
not keen able to accept it
yet,

“That is why th2 result,

in the recent Kuala Ke-
dah by-election showed
such a big vote for the
Independent candidate...”
Could this have been he-
cause Datuk Asri and the
othar PAS leaders did not
make it a point to cam-
paign for Datuk Senu?

they

“I wou'd be sorry to
see Asri’s advice rejected
by his own followers be-
fore he has had time to
really explain what is
meant Ly coalition.

“If he is rejected now,
the damage done I think
would be permanent for
him.”

Large vote

Coming back to the
large vote Cik Siti Nor ob-
tained at Kuala Kedah.
Was this because few peo-
ple understood the coali-
tion arrangements and
voted for her as a result,
or was it in fact an ex-
prassion of dissatisfaction
over the government’s po-
licies?

“Many factors were res-
ponsible for the Indepen-
dent candidate’s large
numbsar of votes. One of
the most important is the

fact that among PAS
members, the majority
who are against the

coalition come from Ke-
dah.

“In Kedah, there is a :
feeling among FAS mem-
bars that the party is:
growing in strength — a
misreading of the situa-
tion, in my opinion—and -
the need for a coalition is
not there.



Coalitions

Dr. Mahathir's return
to the political limelight
has coincided with the
growth ot coalition poli-
ties in this country. How
does he view the attempt
to forge a National Front?

“This is a  strange
thing perhaps for a poli-
tician to say, but I think

poilities should be down- .

graded in this country.

“Concentration should
be in the field of develop-
ment, on economic well-
being rather than on po-
litics, bzcause whether we
like it or not, politics tends
to divide, and this coun-
try can accept only a
certain degree of division.

“I would rather sez peo-
ple come together and sin-
cerely work out plans so
that everybody will have

a fair share in all the
good things available
here.

“So if people can for-
get a bit of thair party
politics and concentrate
on this, I think we would
achieve more and would
create greater stability in
this country.”

He agrees that the
PAS-Alliance coalition is
probably the most signi-
ficant  development in
Malaysian party politics
since Merdeka.

“My feeiing is that they
are not quite sure that
they can convinc: their
own followers. And I
think rather than risk,
being rejected by their
own followers, they would
rather not put themselves'
to the tast.”

I pointed out that Da-
tuk Asri hgs tried to ex-
plain his stand by saying
that theirs is an inter-.
governmental coalition
not a coalition at party

level, and hance, there is
no obligation on his part

to campaign for the Alli-
ance dandidate. Do you
agree with this view? I
asked.

' Agreement

‘“Well, you can't draw a
sharp line on this sort of
thing. Basically it is an
inter-governmental coali-
tion, but then thsre was
an agreement that if
there is
then my party will not
stand where your party
has won.

“That is not governmen-
tal. It is an agreement
between two  political
parties. But how far will
they be involved?

“Just now I think the.
feeling

PAS leaders are

thzir way about because

Animosity

“There are other fac-

tors. Umno has to explain .
predominantly -

to the
rural constituzncy what
the government is doing
for the people Of
course there are some peo-
ple who have not benzafit-
ed from these projects
and these people tend to

lean towards the indepzn-:

dent candidate. -
“The other factor is th

« internal politics between

a by-election,

they know quite well that

large sections of their own

followers do

ciate the coalition.
“Because of that they

not appre-

are not willing to put-

themszlves to the test, and
I think they are quite
right in making that de-
cision.

PAS and Umno. The ani-

mosity betwezn PAS and’

Umno members is not po-
litical as much as just

plain dislike for the other

chap.

“For example, in a vil-"
lage

if
Umno,
doesn’t

somebody joins
the person who
like him would

join FAS not bzcause he
likes PAS but mainly be-
cause he wants to be in a
party different from that
of the man he doesn't
like.

“So the principle motive
kehind joining a party is
not so much politics as
p-rsonal dis ike. And be-
cause of that they do not
want to come together
egain just because the
parties have come toge-
ther.

“All they are doing is to:

utilis2 the party strength
to hack their own griev-
ances against another
chap.”

Now that the coalitionf
is a fact, I asked Dr. Ma-:

hathir how he thought
the rank and file of PAS
and Umno are going to

reconcile themselves to
each other?

“This is the sort cof
thing that has to per-
colate from the top. It

will be a case of the top
leadership convineing the
lower rungs of tho lead-
ership, and then slow.y
parhaps it might get down
to the bottom.”

But Dr. Mahathir was
obviously convinzed that
this is not going to be an
easy task.

“I have tried to bring '
members of the two part-
Yes together but I have
invariably failed. I doubt
very much wh:ther in a
single village the people
who are in the warring
factions will ever come
together.”
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3esides, Mahathir prefers -

it this way, One politician
in the house is enough.

“Our first separations
were hard to bear. The
Budget session  took him
away for months and
we  saw him  only on
weekends, But you learn
fo live with it after a
while.”

He compensated by
often bringing home the
family’s favourite super-
markel foods like Swiss
fondue and corn  flakes.
He insisted on her join-
ing  him  for holidays
abroad.

They went twice round
the world, thrice to Ja-~
pan and Hong Xong.
They bolidayed in London
and saw Maria and Musa
Hitam. Inche Musa was
then reading for his Mas-
ter’s at Sussex University.

“We were so  homesick
for curry and Maria
cooks such delicious ones.
We were always eating
dinner there. I don’t
ook often myself. Work
keeps me so busy.”

President

Dr. Hasmah, who drives
to work in a  green Colt
Galant, heacds the Rural
Health Training Centre
In Jitra, six miles north |
of Alor Star, !

i

She is also chalrman of
thie Kedah Family Plan-
ning Association, regional
vice-chairman for the
Muslim Women’s Welfare
Organisation and vice-
president of the Kedah
Anti-TB Association.

Dr, Mahathir is the:
a s sociation’s president.
He has been for the last
15 years.

A typlecal day In the
Mahathir home begins at

" 'six. Dr, Hasmah sees the
children off to school in:
their chauffeur - driven

white Opel van. By 7.15
Dr. Mahathir will be up
doing his jerks.

“He’s always trying to
geb us to join him,” says
Dr. Hasmah laughing.
“The children don’t but I
do sometimes.”

They eat breakfast to- -

gether, He likes his bread
with curry or he has nasi
lemak. He
cggs though the children
tove them.

Considerate

She leaves for work at
cight and he leaves about
nine. They lunch toge-
ther except on Saturdays
when he is busiest at the
clinie. Dinner is ~after
six. tor he seldom comes
home earlier than that.

“It’s the best meal of
the day.” says Dr. Has-
malh, slancing at the
gleeful children still seat-
e¢d attentively round her.

coesn’t eatb .

raised ¢
rwhich 18

“E veryhedy
lgoves food in
this house. We
olten have suki-
yakl roact

’

.chicken or Swiss fondue.

Mahathir and 1 first ate
that in Geneva and it
way delicious.” The Jdoor
cpened softly,

She looked  up and
smiled at her husband
who had just comme home,
He was wearing a song-
kok, a white cotton baju
and green checked sa-
rong. She rose to  olfer
him her seat. They are
very considerate of each ¢
other,

(xadgets

e reprimanded tbe
childrenn  for rushing for
the settee when we bhegan
taking pictures of the
family. *“Let mother sit
first.” He looked appro-
vingly at the seating
arrangement before sit-

©ting down himself.

We had lunen in the
dining room, .
wall-papered -
with & scene from Sor-
rento. Pood was  served |
up from the basement
kitchen through a bateh

fitted with a pulley.

There is an electric

heater and =a C
concealed wash-basin on

the side-hoard. Dr. Ma-
hathir is very fond oOf
novelties. His house 1s

full of gadgets and sur-
prises.

‘pushed

- showed me an album

¢cleverly -

“They are all brain-
waves of his. He has the
last say on the furnish-
‘ings,”  says Dr. Hasmabh,
Dr. Mahathir patted his
broad chest in jest.

He showed me the
leather-bound bar that
disappears behind a slid-
ing panel. “But I can’
hide it any more.

“BEverybody in the
kampong knows il's
there” Te laughed and

the panel back
again.

Boat-man

He pointed to the
three-tiered  table that
can be separated to make
a long conference tahble
for the lounge. “My idea
too.”

When not in use, the
table decorates the
corner of the family liv-
ing room where there js
a piano, a TV set and a

screen  for  projecting
slides.

For Dr. Mahathir is a
photographer = too. He

of
“colour shots he had taken.

There were 12 glowing
prints that captured the
mutation of a senna tree
through the year. The

. majestic tree can be scen

from his study.

He showed me the ele-
gant black wrought-iron
candelabra snd the six-
bulp wrought-iron chan-
“delier he made.

“I bought the equip-



fro

Rictures by

ment on a trip to London.
I haven’t time to make
any more.” -

He held up a hatt-fini-
shed framework in the
spacious workslhiop in the
basement of his  house.
“T still owe my wife this
side~table.”

Dr. Mahathir also be-
lieves in the supremacy of
gilded plastic stick-on
carving. He has brought
some back rom Loudon
and is having the ward-
robe of  his  Vietoriau-
style bedroom redone Lo
maleh the, stick~ons.

On his off days, he s
the family  boat-man,
They have twu  motor-
boats — Marinah 14 and
Mirzan 13.

That afternoon the
red-and-white  Marinah
14 was moored Lo the jet-
ty that stands on the ri-
ver flowing past the Ma-
hathir’s back garden.

Two-and-a-half miles
upriver is the family du-
sun. Abundant with ram-
butans, manggis, durians.
petai and chempedalk, :t
is onc of their faveurite
picnic grounds.

The Mahathirs have

Ng

talked about teaming up
to run the Alor Star
clinic.  “Only last year,”
says Dr. Hasmah, “we
taced the big guastion
again.

“I could have
Mahathir then,
tract with the
ment was up.

Hill-billy

Weng Chee

joined
My con-
Govern-

A

“Bub we thought of the
leave we won't he  able
to have together i 1 did.
S0 we dropped the whole
thing.

“T  really don’t kuoow
what the tuture will  he
like. Given a chojce I'd
rather things don’y
change. 1 like it here. It's
s0 pleasant.

“My triends in  Kuaea
Lumpur tell me, ‘Hasmah,
vow're a hill-billy now.
Why. don't you move
down with the tamily? 1
do’t want to. T say.

“But if Mahathir savs
we move, we'll move. He
makes the decisions.”



% From Page 4 |

He lives in a splen.
did split-level - house
designed by Bahaj
ruddin bin Abu Kas-

sim, the . architect
who did’ the National
Mosque.

The house stands
on an artificial hil-
lock, overlooking pa-
di-land. .

Apart  from . his
flourishing clinie in
Alor Star, six miles
south of his  home,
he has his money in

realty and -a three-

storey pharmaceuti-
cal firm near his dis-~
pensary.

He has also invest-!
ed in tin land-— “I/
lost several - thou-

)

sands in that one” —

!

and was at cne time g

|
t

housing developer.
“I wanted to prove
that Malays too can

ievelop land. ~But
sfter the second ven-
s2ure I - stopped. T

wvasn’t making much. *
“I had to sell most~| ;

y to - Malays and

VIalays are poor pay-i .

nasters.” He laughed
oftlv,

» «1.J{ke business. Even in
*primary school I -was
¥making money. 1 bought
,balloons at #wo cents: for
~three and  sold them at
stwo cents each. ‘

% “I organised a tlkame-
wusing .a soap-box. and
*cheap ‘tea-cups for. prizes
© - “My father was never a:
\Q businessman. -He was 8]
.. school-teacher. the firsg
headmaster of Alor Star’s
first English schoo] (now.
‘Maktab Bultan Abdul Sa-
‘mad).

2 Let-down

I
g
[

I

i
L

“In fact, the Tengku,
pils” He'

|

-was one of his pu
i smiled, amused. » ‘
i “My father’s first and,
anly business venture was'
a flop. He sold his two.
‘dusuns though I toid him
he shouldn’t. He hought
two. . trishaws with the
money and ' rented .them

| ~out. We never saw the
o rent  or - the  trishaws
-again, : ’

= “My. father. is-dead now..
i e named  me Mahathir
-majinly- because: he - had
Q- strange * liking ' for: the
“letter M. . .
c “All my four elder.
~brothers cot ' {t—Murad,
~Mustaffa, ‘Mahad} . & -and
--Mashahor--but the - five
girls: who came . after .us
»zﬁidp’t, o

.



® T4 INNEried my Iatners: .  Mahathir Mochamed”
*nose. T suppose the Maha-' | Ca onped .
:thif'bngse d%ﬂsn”t' eSCaDe | an antiiel oy pident and
vanybody’s’ notice. ' was 2l3o pre :
i “l grew up in a very, ' Dot of the
discimion. phome. Mg -Muslim Society, One uni- |

father Tan 1t like a class- | pom o0, Mate, remembers. .

‘room. The sound of his himag aloogk 7

‘cough as he approached | . ’
fthedh‘ouse was egough to gli%nlgzgi}rllg 381? lydo&m“ %3
'send us boys flylng back , Could ,
to_our books.” - & See he wasn't eutnee s
»—~Murad “becante an “off- * ¢razy pranks. His Intel- :
-cer- in. Serdang Agricul- ' 'ligence made him a -
‘tural College (he has natural rallying point.

'since retired); Mahad] a “When we got stumped |

‘clerk In the Kedah State - Wwith medical theorles, we -
Executive Service: and: went to Mahathir. He .
:Mashahor a labour officer | read:a lot and quickly,
‘Mustaffa dled during the and he understood faster
Japanese Occupation. ' than. any of us.” : ‘
For Mahathir, ‘the O¢- . Mahathir also free-
‘cupation years were pro-: lanced for the Straits
fitable. Refusing to work - Iimes. His pen-name was
for..the Japanese. he|| C.E. Det, the -initials,
jointly ran a banapa| actually standing for the
stall in Alor Star's Pekan @ Malay form of = address..
Rabu, ) - Det 1s his family’s pet-
He sold them, fresh ang | | "one for him.

fr >t Dr. Mahathir lightly
f”tlii?éc}“igquésé%%f:p@g?hl':dLT recalls the stint as “one
s way to get.money to buy

nearby. . ; myself amotor.-b_ike.”{ The |
True to the promise he | bike was an anc;ent ‘BSA |

- had made himself, Maha- 250 which broke down so

thir, who was then in ;often that he also be- ..

. his. early -twenties, was ' came an adept mechanic.

 better off than any of his | But even then. . his
friends. writings  were ~ critical

i \ : . evaluation - of the.cotint-

- Two years with the o ooonomic and social
 market folk also sharpen- problems. 'Mahathir . pre-
. ed his-awareness of their | gyhnteq the  vision e of’
general dissatisfaction. | others in pressing for a |
He ' hlmself," once” Malay middle-class with
thoroughly - “pro-British, ! the same persistence that |
had a bad let-down when , years later made him

" the liberation came. The' one of the most promi-
Malayan Union  that the ! nent Members of Parlia~ |

. British  proposed  be- | ment. p i:
trayed all his hopes. - ., He attacked the “padi~
: I, kuncha” system, a pro-:

He opposed it actively |

. Under cover of the black- | ‘duct of the corrupt feu-
‘out which was still im.', dalism that was strang- |

posed on Alor Star, he | lng the life out of Kedah

and several others pasted ' Padi-planters; the plight
anti-British  posters .on i Of. fishermen im the tace
streep walls, British reac- Of  modernised - fishing
:t}or}x/,wa_s...satisfying. 2.7} He spoke of the heed
| for the Malay language to |

i be made official, of Malay .

progress and the univer-.

sity. : -

fan' active’ unionist, He

“He "had :.a : Jot of’f“ )

¥

|
1

l

|
i
i
|
1

‘f ~.~;Uni0nist

“They thought the op-:
. position - was = stronger’ |

l‘
|
I

. than it really was. Actual- |
- ly, what we did was draw .’

‘Chinese ink.”

In the post-war - years
he got deeper into poli-
tics. He was a member of

' them - very carefully  in -~

‘Book ban

“l " have not revised

;| any of my views,” he tells:
' me. A prolific writer who,’

“the. = Sabarkas, the party -

that the Tengkw patronis-
ed and advised, R

There was Khir Johari

‘and Senu  Rahman -
very prominent: party
.members and close friends :
ras well. ‘ - :
He was a member of the
committee 'that formed
the Kedah. Malay As-.

. sociation — later-one of

[

the components. of Umno.

In 1949 he qualified to :
enter the university,  He -
recelved a  grant,. said:
‘goodbye -to -his- Pekan
R a b'u  banana-stall
.partner, -Johari (who is

- 8till there) and went off .

to study medicine in
Singapore.
Of the seven Malay

| ‘students who enrolled,

three dropped out, leav-

ing - Mahathir,  Ariffin
.. Marzuki, Abdul Rahman

+

‘and a lovely girl cailed

-Hasmah binte Haji Moha-
med All whom he courted |
and married. -

in his ownwords, writes
best sitting on the  pink,
toilet of his pink-tiled

_bathroom, Dr. Mahathir
+has put most o0f his*

thoughts into essays, ‘
In 1969 = he published '

‘several = of these In a.

book called “The Malay !
Dilemma.”. - .The - book,
commended In part for
its clear vision and:else-"

‘where criticised for its

emotionalism and cloudy |
solutions, was banned in .
Malaysia after May. - oi
that year. Lo

Dr. Mahathir is, pleased .
with the good reviews it
has received from: critics
in Western Australia, the .
Untversity - of Columbia,
New York and in Léndon.’
The. book, he tells me, ‘is.-
being * used as a. text in.



the University of Singa-i

pore. :
- In an interview with:
The New Nation last year, )

Dr. Mahathir was quoted thir says:

as saying that a Cabinet:

minister he had met had:@ it got circulated.

joked about his book be-
ing the
for the country’s economic ;
planning committees.

“The Government,” he |

. say$ it more vividly now, ' secret is the unwritten

“is accepting them.” :
“T can’t understand
why the book is still ban-

ned. Bui.I won’t fight
for its lifting.” .
This has always been*
the Mahathir pose — di-
gnified aloofness from

every controversy he en-
genders. . s
“Explanations,” he

says it more vividly now, ,

‘tedious. The people must
give you their time, the
newspapers their space.”

During the two years
he was mothballed he
has lived the silent mar-
tyr putting profuse words
on paper.

Rumblings

He has written essays.
on “Racial Politics in Ma-,
laysia,” “Democratic Na-
tion Building™ (published
in a Manila monthly): “A
Review of South-east
Asia,”

‘Of the notorious letter |
which caused the appa-
rent setback in his po- |
litical career, Dr. Maha- |
“1 still don’t know how |
I only ¢

know - that what Kissin- |

jdeas ' ger says is true : -
Tnirys ceonon “No official secret 1s a
' sgcret-with arrival of the |

erox machine, The only

'
i

don’t regret what -1 '
did. Living in a’ rural -
constituency, I heard the
rumblings long ago.

“The last ~ warning
gave about possible
cial strife was when
talked to the University
of Malaya Graduates So-
ciety in April, that year. .,

“¢]  knew (¢he letter

one

3

1
ra-

. would cost me my future.

But 1 felt I could bear
the Tengku’s displeasure

" petter.than most. I didn’t

“Malay Political ;

Systems” and “Malay Mo- |

dern Attitudes Toward
Socialism.”

His support has not |
diminished. Dr. Maha-

thir’s return to Umno, a
cause championed un-
ceasingly by Umno’s Pe-
mudi, came as no sur-
prise.

have to depend on poli=
tics for a living.

“After I was expelled,’
people were scared to:
come and see me, They
felt they might be inecri-
minated. There was a
policeman watching the
house.” :

He . paused, looking'
amused. “I didn't mind
it at all. I wasn’t plan-.
ning to subvert the Gov-
ernment. Later on I
moved round with the-
Umno people again. ‘

“Most of my Chinese!
friends didn’t cut them-
selves off. All they tald
me was that the Chinese
were not happy over
what I said. Of course,
after that there was a
campaign to prevent '
Chinese patients from.
coming to my clinic, ‘

C“T’'m not anti-Chinese.
I only insist that Malays
be given a chance. Ii’s
like giving the have-nots
what 1is theirs. Ideally,
of - course, one " should
forget race entirely and
work in terms of haves
and have-nots. '

‘Politically such a po-
sition  would lose much
for the party and the
PMIP would benefit-from
it. People will always
think in terms of race.” .

Until the “breach of
party discipline” that led
to his expulsion, his po-,
litical performance was a
a series- of personal

triumphs that he recalls
with pleasure. .

“My only regret is not
having stood for election
earlier, I was too idealls-
tic- then. I had insisted
that all candidates should
be qualified. men.

“T realised afterwards

you've got to be 1iairly .
well-known to be taken '
seriously. That was why

I stood for -election~ in -
1964.” !

Dr. Mahathir won by a
majority of 4,210 votes
over his PMIP opponent,.
But he lost in the 1969
election.

The field is now open

again, The astute 47-
year-old politician who..
says he has not made any

headway. in his political

career — “Tun Razak was

Prime Minister at 48" —

also says he will not lead

Kedah Umno.

“I don’t want to be Men-
tri Besar I'm interested
in too many things to
confine myself to Kedah,
I want a bigger field

“1 would like to influence
national policy The act-
ual post is  irrelevant -
But it must be one

through which [ can en-
gender good.”
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