
letter to the Tengku: “I still 
how it got eirdated. 1 o)liY 

By Leung Thong Ping 

Always better’ ’ 
off than 
his friends. In 
primary school 
he ran a I tikam, 
during the 
Japanese 
occupation he 

lran a market 
1 stall selhag 
/ :banafias, 

fresh. ar$ ‘Tried 
L 

that what Kissinger says is true. 
official secret is a secret with t h e 
arrival of the Xerox machine. The odg 

1 secret is the unwritten one.” 
I 
.___. 

’ :‘$z 

LOR STAR: It is difficult to re- 
corxile Dr. Mahathir’s gentle de- 
rneanour with his controversial 

speeches, There is a certain lassitude 
about him reinforced by a paunch one 
seldom suspects from the half-length 
photographs of him. 

He t]li&s this is li surprise he springs 011 
many. “J know what people think.” He 
laughed, folded his arms and sank ciec~)er 
into the mustard-coloured armchair. 

“People label me an ultra. Even my 
friends call me ihat. But I don’t think that’s 
fair at all. I’ve never been excessive in my 
statements. Most of what I have said, the 
moderat.cs now accept. 

“What I ask to bc done for the 1Ual.a~~s 
does not exceed what was agreed al; indtqxn- 
dencc. 1 don’t talk ol special privilcgcls 
Rather, it’s special position - like what ?.he 
United States has prolyidcd I’or the Red 
Indians. 

*‘Being backward is not a privilege. And 
having things .plovided so you can’gct out, of 
this backwardness is not a privilege. 



r---- --- 

Fashionable man- 
“DO I get much hate mail? Come to think 

of it, the only* imfriendly letter I’ve received 
is quite mild. Somebody wrote to say I 
shouldn’t return to Umno but join PMIP 
instead. . 

“But fan mail I’ve got a lot. At one time I 
received 30 to 50 a .month. Now they are 
down to two’or three.” 

He squinted behind his black-rimmed 
reading glasses. “It’s the sun,” he said, 
glancing at the tinted French windows he 
had slid open when we came in. 

“I have weak eyes. That’s why I’m always 
photographed in dark glasses.” He put them 
on. 

Sun-glasses flatter Dr. Xahathir. They sit 
well with his elegant sideburns, for he is also 
a fashionable man. 

He likes gag shirts and drives to work in a 
white Ford Fairmont wearing a beige bush- 
jacket instead of the conventional white Kil- 
d:ire over-tills. “1 keep up-to-date.” 

‘cw%‘or a slum child born and bred in Seberang 
Pm+, Dr. Mahathir has done very well for him- 
SC!lf. 

I 



No, he never thought of 
joining the PMIP when 
he was expelled, even 
though “in certain ways, 
the Umno has nearlv the 
same aims as the PMIP.” 

“My only cliff erenc3 
with the P_viIP is that I 
never believed that the 
way they worked will 
ach’eve their aims. Iso- 
lated from the Govern- 
ment, it will be able to 
cry out, but as to achieve- 
ment, there will be none.” 

So what would he have 
done if he had not re- 
turned to Umno? 

“The chances are that 
I will be very independent 
in my views, and if peo- . 
ple will listen to me, 1’11 
talk, if people won’t listen 
to me, then I’ll keep 
quiet.” 

Certainlv a lot of neo- 
de are ” listening- *and 
watching. His climb from 
r3pectability to promin- 
ence has been achieved 
with dramatic ease. 

In March last year, he 
W3S re-admitted to 
Umno. Three months later 
h? contested the Umno 
Supreme Council election 
and was returned ‘with 
the highest number of 
votes. 

In August he was ap- 
Pointed a member of the 
newly - formed Higher 
Education Advisory Coun- 
cil: in November Tun Ra- 
zak appointed him chair- 
man of Fima (Food In- 
dustries of Malavsia) : 
come December and the 
Kedah Legislative As- 
sembly e!ectzd him to the 
Dewan Negara. 

Different 

“I think if you look at 
the attitude of PAS in the 
Past, you could never have 
imagined that they would 
ever ehter into any close 
relationship with the 
Alliance. 

“Their ideas on how to 
do things in this country 
are completely different 
from those of the Umno 
or .the Alliance. For ex- 
ample, they have always 
maintained that they will 
not work with other 
races in this country. 

“But now there is this 
view that it is important 
to accept what is already 
a fact, that other races 
are here 
you like it 

and whether 
or not, they 

have political as well as 
economic power. So it is 
far better to find ways 
and means to work out 
how to achieve the aims 
of PAS through working 
with others. 

“This change of atti- 
tude is radical for them, 
something that is so radi- 
cal that a big proportion 
of their followers have 
not teen able to accept it 
yet, 

“That is whv thz result 
In the recent” Kuala Ke- 
dah by-election showed 
such a big vote for the 
Independent candidate...” 

Could this have been be- 
cause Datuk Asri and the 
other PAS leaders did not 
make it a point to cam- 
paign for Datuk Senu? 

“I wou:d be sorry to 
see Asri’s advice rejected 
by his own followers be- 
fore he has had time to 
really explain what is 
meant by coalition. 

“If he is rejected now, 
the damage done I think 
would be permanent for 
him.” 

Large vote 

Coming back to the 
large vote Cik Siti Nor ob- 
tained at Kuala Kedah. 
Was this because few peo- 
ple understood the cdali- 
tion arrangements and 
voted for her as a result, 
or was it in fact an ex- 
pression of dissatisfaction 
over the government’s po- 
licies? 

“Many factors were res- 
ponsible for the Indepen- 
dent candidate’s large 
number of votes. One of 
the most important is the 
fact that among PAS 
members. the majoritv 
who are against _ thk 
coalition come from Ke- 
dah. 

“In Kedah, there is a 
feeling among PAS mem- 
bers that the party is 
growing in strength - a 
misreading of the situa- 
tion, in my opinion-and 
the need for a coalition is 
not there. 



Animo’sity 

Coalitions 

Dr. Mahathir’s return 
to the political limelight 
has coincided with the 
growth ot coalition poli- 
tics in this country. How 
does he view the attempt 
to forge a National Front? 

“This strange 
thing perhlinsafor a ooli- 
tician to say, but I think 
politics should be down- 
graded in this country. 

“Concentration should 
be in the field of develop- 
ment, on economic well- 
being rather than on po- 
litics, because whether we 
like it or not, politics tends 
to divide, and this coun- 
try can accept only a 
certain degree of division. 

“I would rather se? peo- 
p!e come together and sin- 
cerely work out plans so 
that everybody will have 
a fair share in all the 
good things available 
here. 

“So if people can for- 
get a bit of their party 
Politics and concentrate 
on this, I think we woU!d 
achieve more and would 
create greater stability in 
this countrv.” 

He agrees that the 
PAS-Alliance coalition is 
probably the mo.st signi- 
ficant development in 
hlalaysian party po!itics 
since Merdeka. 

“My feeiing is that they 
are not quite sure that 
they can convince their 
own folowers. And I 
think rather than risk 
being rejected by their 
own followers, they would 
rather not put themselves 
to the test.” 

I painted out that Da- 
tuk Asri h&s tried to ex- 
plain his stand by saying 
that theirs is an inter-, ( 
governmental coalitioi: 
not a coalition at party 
level and hence, there is 
no obligation on his part 
to campaign for the Alli- 
ance Candidate. Do you 
agree with this view? I 
asked. 

“There are other fac- 
tors. Umno has to explain 
to the predominantly 
rural constituancv what 
the government i”s doing 
for the people . . . . . . Of 
course there are some peo- 
ple who have not benefit- 
ed from these projects 
and these people tend to 
lean towards the indenen- 
dent candidate. _ 

“The other factor is the 
internal politics between 
PAS and ‘Umno. The ani- 
mosity between PAS and 
Umno members is not po- 
litical as much as just 
plain dislike for the other 
chap. 

“For example, in a vil- 
lage if somebody joins 

Agreement doesn’t like -him would 

join PAS not because he 
likes PAS but mainly be- 
cause he wants to be in a 
party different from that 
;;;he man he doesn’t 

Umno. the oersdn -who 

“Well, you can’t draw a 
sharp line on this sort of 
thing. Basically it is an 
inter-governmental coali- 
tion, but then there was 
an agreement that if 
there is a by-election, 
then my party will not 
stand where your party 
has won. 

IiSo the principle motive 
behind joining a party is 
not so much politics as 
p.:rsonal dis ike. And be- 
cause of that they do not 
want to come together 
again just becau.se the 
parties have come toge- 
ther. 

“That is not governmen- 
tal. It is an agreement 
between two -political 
parties. But how far will 
they be involved? 

“Just now I think the 
PAS leaders are feeling 
th% way about because 
they know quite well that 
large sections of their own 
followers do not appre- 
ciate the coalition. 

“Because of that they 
are not willing to put 
themselves to the test, and 
I think they are quite 
right in making that de- 
cision. 

“All they are doing is to 
utilis? the party strength 
to h-ack their own griev- 
ances against another 
chap.” 

Now that the coalition 
is a fact, I asked Dr. Ma- 
hathir how he thought 
the rank and file of PAS 
and Umno are going to 

reconcile themselves to 
each other? 

“This is the sort ci 
thing that has to pcr- 
colate from the top. It 
will be a case of the top 
leadership convincing the 
lower rungs of the ;ead- 
ership, and then slow‘g 
perhaps it might get down 
to the bottom.” 

But Dr. Mahathir was 
obviously convincrrl that 
this is not goirig to be an 
easy task. 

“I have tried to bring 
members of t.he tmo nnrt- 
Les together but I iiave 
invariably failed. I doubt 
very much wh?thcr in a 
single village the people 
who are in the warring 
factions will ever come 
together.” 



Y3c:jidcs. imhthir prcfcrs 
ii, tliis way. One uolitician 
in the house is 6nough. 

“Our first separations 
were hard to bear. The 
Budget session took him 
away for months and 
\$‘C saw him onlv on 
weekends. But you iearn 
l.0 live with it after a 
wliilc.” 

Ilc conlgensatcd by 
often bringing home the 
:I‘;t.rnily’s favourite super- 
171WliCt foods like Swiss 
foncluc ant1 corn flakes. 
I.lc insialcd on her join- ’ 
i 1.1 g hill1 for holidavs 
abroad. 

They went twlcc round 
i*hc world, thrice to Ja- 
lJal1 and llong IZong. 
Tllcy holidayed in London 
;~t~cl-saw Maria and Musa 
1-U tam. Inchc hiIusa was 
t~hcn reading for his Mas- 
1Cr’s at Sussex University. 

“WC were so homesick 
for curry and Maria 
cooks such delicious ones. 
WC mcrc always eating 
dinner there. I don’t 
c’ook often myself. Work 
keeps me so busy.” 

Dr. I-lasmah, who drives 
f CJ work in a green Colt 
Gnlunt, hex:; the Rural 
:IlcalLh Training CenLrc 
111 Jitra. six milts north 
of Alor SLW. I 

She is also chairman of 
the Kedah Family Plan- 
ning Association. regional 
vice-chairman for the 
Muslim Women’s Welfare 
Organisation and vice- 
president of the Kedah 
Anti-TB Association. 

Dr. &alr&thir is the 
n s so c iation’s Dresident. 
He has been for the last 
15 years. 

A typical day !n the 
Mahathir home begins at 

‘six. Dr. Ilasmah sees the 
cltildren off to school ill 
their chauffeur - driven 
white Opel van. By 7.15 
Dr. Mahathir will be up 
doing his jerks. 

“He’s always trying to 
get us to join him,” says 
Dr. Hasmah laughing. 
“The children don% but I 
do sometimes.” 

They cat breakfast tb- 
gelher. ‘He likes his bread 
with curry or he has nasi 
lcmnk. Hc doesn’t eat 
eggs though the chi!dren 
love them. 

Considerate 

She leaves for work at 
c~.ghl, and he leaves about 
mile. They lunch toge- 
Lhcr except on Saturdays 
when he is busiest at the 
clinic. Dinner is .. after 
six for he seldom comes 
home earlier than that. 

“It’s the best meal of 
;i;;&day.” says Dr. Ilas- 

glancing at the 
&ejul children still seat- 
&i attentively round her. 

chickeil or &wiss iortduc. 
Mahathir and 1 first btc 
ihut; in Geneva and it 
\vas delicious.” The door 
cpcned softly. 

She looked up and 
smiled at her husband 
who had just come home. 
He was wearing a song- 
:;I; a white cotton baju 

green checked sa- 
roiig. She rose to olfer 
him her seat. They are 
very considerate of each 
uthcr. 

lit: rcgl’rall~llJclcrl LbC 
i~lrllclrcn i‘or rushing t’or 
tllc scltec wheu we began 
i.:~liil,g )ulcturcs of the 
family. “LcL ruothcr sit 
lirst ” 
Vi& 

He loukcd apj,ro- 
al t11c seating 

arrangement before sit- 
ting down himself. 

We had lUllClJ 111 Llle 
r,llsed L I 
which ; 

v5i ning room, 
wall-papered 

with a scene from Sor- 
I‘cut0. Food was served 
up from the basement 
kitchelr through :t batch 
fitted with a pulley. 

‘There is an electric 

heater a.nd a clever& 
concealed wash-basin 011 
the side-board. Dr. %Ia- 
hathir is very Pond 0i 
novelties. His house is 
full of gadgets and sur- 
mises. 

“They are all brain- 
waves of his. He has the 
last say on the furnish- 
ings:’ says Dr. Hasmah. 
Dr. Mahathir patted his 
broad chest in jest. 

NC showed me the 
leather-bound bar tbal 
disappears behind a slid- 
ing panel. “But X can’t 
hide it any more. 

“Everybody ill t I10 

kampong k n o w s il,‘s 
there.” I-Ie laughed amI 
gushed the panel back 
again. 

Boat-pxm 

He poinled lo l.liC 
,t.hree-tiered table that 
ca.n be separated to make 
a long conference t,able 
;c); ,f;he lounge. “My idea 

When not in use, the 
table d e c or a t e s the 
corner 01 the family liv- 
ing room where there js 
a piano, a TV set and a 
screen for 
slides. 

projecting 

For Dr. Mahathir Is :X 
photographer too. k3.C 
showed me an albc!ll UT 
colour shots hc had taiic~. 

There were 12 glowill:; 
prints t.hat, captured t,hc 
mutatjon of a senna I;~ec 
through the year. The 
majestic tree can be seen 
from his study. 

Hc sh:nved me thC clr- 
gant black wrought-Iruii 
candelabra and t,!lr: six- 
bulb wrought-iron clkat+ 

‘delier he made. 
“I bought the el.itllp- 



Rictures by Ng Weng Cfiee 

shed Iramework ill LllC 
spacious workshop il.1 the 
bascmeiit of his IlOU.SC 
“I still owe my wife this 
siclc-table.” 

Dr. Mahatliir :kx~ be- 
lieves in the suprem:acy 0I 
gilded plaslic stick-on 
CWviug. I$? 11~ bUJUghi, 

some back t’lWlI1 L017dOll 
nncl is having t11c VJ:lld- 

rwbr 01 his Vichr’iali- 
slylc bcclroonl rNlo!lc lu 
maLch th.?, st~icl~-uls. 

011 111s off days. II{, is 
t, t1c lamily MJal-Inall, 

They have t.wu lIIUi,tJl’- 

boats - Marillnh 14 rued 
Mirzall 1.3. 

That 3,fi f!l’llUOll Llll! 

reel-aixl-white h~~;lr?na?l 

14 was x1100rcd tu ti1c jet- 

ty that stancls or1 the l’l- 

Vcr flowing past Lhc Rila- 
hathir’s back garden. 

Two-and-a-half :nilf3 
upriver is the family clu- 
sun. Abundant with ram- 
butans. mang$s, durians. 
l~tai alld chemped:>.k. tt 
is one of t,hrir faycuri!r! 
yicl:ic grounds 

The Mal1athirs IlAVP 

i.iil!iPd abuut teaming urj 
Lo l’U11 i,hc Ala Skkl 
clinic. “Only last year,” 
aLlys Dr. Hnsn~al~, “KC 
faced the big qu;s:tioll 
Llglli11. 



.-- --- 
_-- -e-R From -Page 4. 

He lrvog in a’ g&+fi 
i.: -‘~~~~:ke-~~siness--~en~~~ 
‘*primary school ' I 'WaS 

did split-level :making money. 1 bought 

degig.ned by 
I i balloons at #wo cents for 

Bahal ‘three and sold’ them ,at 
ruddm bin Abu Kas- &WO ‘cents each. 
sim, the architect 4 -- “I yorgatiiSdd a tikam, 
who did’ the National z:tgpaa ,~~a_&?~~~Pr~~~ 
Mosque. 

The house stands1 &i$$tzEr was never 8: 
on an artificial hil- :‘. school-te chkr. 1 

He was 81 
the Ar$t, 

lock, overlooking pa-i ~;$~$$ho~C$~ yc$$ 
c&land. 

Apart from 
; .Maktab Sultan Abdul Ba- 

his madj. 
flourishing clinic in 1 
Alor Star, six miles 
souzh 01 his home, 

Let-down i 

he has his monev in 
realty and ‘,a thiee- jr! ,‘rn fact the Tengku ’ 
storey pharmaceuti- 1’ was one 0f’hls PUP~ISY HY I 
Cal firm near his dis- 1 smiled, amused. L 
pensary. ’ “My father’s first and 

He hag algo illvegt-1 only business Vc?ntUre W&S! 
ed in tin land.-- “Ii a flop. He sold his two.: 

lost several. 
dusuns though I told him 

thou-! he shouldn’t. He bought 
sands in that one?’ 4 two,, trishaws with the 
and wag at one time &. mOneY and rented them 

I +out. We never saw the 
:rent or the trishaws housing developer. -: 

“1 wanted to prove 
that Malays too can 
levelop land. But! 
after the second ven- 
;ure I stopped. I) 
wasn’t making much;’ 

“I had to sell most- 
y to Malays and 
@lays are poor pay-1 
nasters.” He laughed; 
oftlv. 

;:agaln. ; 
‘“My father.Is-dead now.. 

Y’He named me Mahathir 
; mainly because he had 
:.,a strange 
* letter M. 

liking for the 

” “All my four elder 
i; brothers cot ItMurad, 

.’ ~~%$%k-but the live 
Mabadi and 

girls who came after us 
exiidn’t. I , 



n -c inneritea my ratners Mahathir Mohamed 7, ;nose. I suppose the Maha- j was a good student and 
,thir nose cioesn”t escape 1 an active unionist He 
:,aqybody’s , notice. 

I grew 
) Was al90 president .bf the 

.disciplined uphofna_a, very)’ Muslim Society. One uni 

lfather ran‘it like a class- .himiae. al0or.t’ o MY v@rsQ mate remembers ,’ I 
room. The souhd of his ~ “He‘ ‘had ) a lot ,i’ _ 

icough as he approached ‘dignity ,He would join in. 
,the house was enough to th 
send us ,boys flying hack set ~egg$.~~,,<o~!$d .: 
to our books? - _r_ 

.----Murad .-be-a& an -0fz1. 1 Frazy praztoe 
-cer in Serdang Agiicul- ‘ligence 

Hlliatel; 

‘turaf college (he ha natural rallying point. 
Since retired):. Mahadl a “When we got stumped ’ 
clerk in the Kedah State with medical theories, we 
Executive Service: 

>Mashahor a labOUr o&$ ( 
went to Mahathir. Hs 
read ;a lot and quickly, 

Mustaffa died during the and he understood faster 
Japanese Occupation 

For Mahathir. ‘the Oc- 
than any of us.” 

Mahathir also free- : 
cupation years were pro- lanced for the Straits 
fitable. Refusing to work’ -Times. His pen-name was 4 
for.. the 
jointly 

Japanese, he, , C.H.E. ?gt, the ‘initials “1 

‘an IL banana 1 
actuallv~ standmg ;;;f;t! 
Malav ‘form of 

1 
stall tn Alor Star’s Pekan 
Rahu. 

1 I 
;r 
I 

let is his family’s pet- 
lame for him. 

Dr. Mahathir lightly ! 
uecalls the stint as-“one ! 

He sold them, fresh and 
fried and served them in \_ 
r~&~~~y6fC%-‘&op he had 

True’ to the promise he 
had made himself, Maha- 
thir, who was then in 
his. early twenties, was 
;r;!;&off than any of, his 

Nay to get .money to buy ! 
nvself a motor-bike.‘: The 
Iike was an ancient :BSA : 
150 which broke ‘down so j 
often that he also be- 

‘Two 
Fears 

with the 
market olk also sharpen- 
ed his awareness of their 
general dissatisfaction. 

. “He,“, himself, “.once 
thoroughly ,:‘pro-British, 
had a bad let-down when 
the liberation came.’ The’ 
Malayan ‘Union that the 
British proposed be- 
trayed all his hopes. 

He opposed it actively’ 
Under cover of the black- 
out which was still im-’ 
posed on Alor Star, he 
and several others pasted, 
anti-British posters on 
street walls. British reao- 
.tion’.was. satisfying ~ ,. J> 

I ’ 

1roblems. ‘IMahathir me-’ I 
:mpted the vision Of’ j 
>thers in pressing for’ a 1 
Malay middle-class ‘with / 
the same pcrsidtence that / 
years later made him j 
one of the most aromi- ) 
nent Members of Parlia- 
ment. 

He attacked the *‘padI- 
kuncha” ,system, a- pro- I 
~duct of the corrupt feu- / 
dalism that was &rang- 
ling‘the life out of Kedah 
padi-planters: the plight 
of, flshermen is the face 
of modernised 
methods. 

fishing 

He spoke’of’ the need 
for the Malay language to I 
be made official, of Malay 
Progress and the univer- 
sity. 

:’ .’ , ,, iJJf&$& -1 

,’ ‘__I i” i 
j ’ position 

“They thz;;ht the op- 
stronger I 

’ than it reallv was. Actual- 
1: ly, what we-did was draw 

them very carefully in 
‘Chinese ink.” 

; In the post-war years 
~ he got deeper into poli- 
’ tics. He was a member of 

the Sabarkas, the party 
that the Tengkn patronis- 
ed and advised. I 

There was Khir Johari 
r and Senu, Rahman -’ 
very prominent party 
members and close friends 

1’ as well. 

, Book ban 

“I have not” revised 
any of my vif?WS,” he tells 
me. A prolific writer, who, 1 
in his own words, Writes 
best sitting on the pintr 
toilet of his- pink-tiled r 
bathroom, Dr. Mahathir / 
has put most of his h 
thoughts into essays. 

In I969 he published 
several of these in a 
book called “The Malay 
Dilemma.” .The book. , 

He was a member of the 
committee that formed 
the Kedah, Malay. As- 

, sociation - later one of 
the components of Umno. 

In 1949 he qualifled to 
enter the university, He 
received a grant, said 

%$o;bru to his Pekan 
banana-stall 

partner, Johari (who is 
still there) and went off 
to study medicine in 
Singapore. 
6 Of the seven Malav 
students who enrolled, 
;;Fe dropped. out, leav- 

’ Mahathn, Ariffin 
Marzuki, Abdul Rahman 

i and a lovely girl called 
; Hasmah binte Haji Moha- 

med Ah whom ,he courted 
and married. 

commended in part for 
its clear vision and else- 
where criticised for its 
emotionalism. and cloudy 
solutions, was banned in 
Malaysia after May,. oft 
that year. 

Dr. Mahathir- PI pleased 
with the good reviews it 
has received from critics 
in Western Australia, the 
University of Columbia. 
New York and In l%n,don. 
The book, he tells me; ,is 
being used as a text in 

-- , 



--In an interview with: 
The New Nation last year, / 
Dr. Mahathir was quoted 
as saying that a Cabinet 
minister he had met had 
joked about his book be- 
ing the source of ideas 
for the country’s economic 
planning committees. 

“The Government,” he 
say6 it more vividly now, 
“is accepting them.” 

“I can’t understand 
why the book is still ban- 
ned. But I won’t fight 
for its lifting.” 

This 
B 

as always been* 
the Ma athir pose - di- 
gnified aloofness from 
every controversy he en- 
genders. . 

“Explanations,” h e 
says it more vividly now, 
tedious. The people must 
give you their time, the 
newspapers their space.” 

During the two 
he was mothballed 

yea;; 

has lived the silent mar- 
tyr puttina profuse words 
on paper. 

Rumblings j 

He has written essays 
ou “Racial Politics in Ma- 
laysia,” “Democratic Na-’ 
tion Building” (published 
in a Manila monthly): “A 
Review of South-east 
Asia,” “Malay Political 
Systems” and “Malav Mo- 
dern Attitudes Toward 1 
Socialism.” 

His support has not 
diminished. Dr. Msha- 
thir’s return to Umno, a 
cause championed un- 
ceasingly by Umno’s Pe- 
mudi. came as no sur- 
prise. 

*ent setback in his po- 
hical career, Dr: Maha- 
;hir says: 

‘$1 still don’t know how 
,t got circulated. I only 
know that what KiSSin- 
ger says is true 

“No official secret is a 
5 cret ,with arrival of the 
2 erox machine. The only 
secret is the unwritten 
one. 

“I don’t regret what ,I 
did. Living in a’ rural 
constituency, I heard the 
rumblings long ago. 

“The last warning 1 
gave about possible ra- 
cial strife was when I 
talked to the University 
of Malaya Graduates So- 
ciety in April, that year. ,, 

,iild E;;twmp$y $;igt 
.i 

But I felt I could bear’ 
the Tengku’s displeasure’ 
better-than most. I didn’& 
have to depend on polii 
tics for a living. 

“After I was expelled, 
people were scared to 
come and see me. They 
felt they might be incri- 
minated. There. was a 
gE;;fzan watching the 

He ‘) paused, 
amused. 

looking 
“I didn’t mind 

it at all. I wasn’t plan- 
ning to subvert the Gov- 
ernment. Later on I 
moved round with the 
Umno people again. 

1”Moe.t of my Chinese 
friends didn’t cut them- 
selves off. All they told 
me was that the Chinese 
were not 
what I said. 

happy over 
Of, course, 

after that there was a 
c’ampaign to prevent 
Chinese patients from 
coming to my clinic, 

“I’m not anti-Chinese. 
I only insist that Malays 
be given a chance. It’s 
like giving the have-nots 
What is theirs. Ideally, 
of course, one should 
forget race entirely and 
work in terms of haves 
and have-nots. 

“Politically such a po- 
sition would lose much 
for the party and the 
PMIP would bencflt -from 
it. People will always 
think in terms of race.l’ 

Until the “breach of 
Party discipline” that led 
to his expulsion, his po- 
litical performance was a 
a series of personal 
triumphs that he recalls 
with pleasure. 

“My only regret is not 
having stood for election 
earlier. I was too idealis- 
tic- then. I had insisted 
that all candidates should 
be qualified men. 

“I realised afterwards 
‘you’ve got to be fairly 
well-known to be taken 
seriously. That was why 
I stood for election- in 
19fi4.” -__-. 

Dr. Mahathir won by a 
majority of 4,210 votes 
over his PMIP opponent. 
But he lost in the 1969 
election, 

The field is now open 
again. The astute 4?- 
Year-old politician who.. 
says he has not made any 
headway in his political 
career - “Tun Razak was 
Prime Minister at 48” _ 
also says he will not lead 
Kedah Umno. 

“1 don’t want to be Men- 
tri Besar I’m interested 
in too many things to 
Confine hlyself to Kedah. 
I want a bigger field 
“I would like to influence 

national policy The act- 
ual post is irrelevant. 
But it must be one 
through which 1 can men- 
gender good.” 
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