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A portrait, ot a success-’ 

ful career woman, loving 

m 0fh.e r and de$oted 
wife . . .:.‘,a, report 

by I R.EMEDI;OS E. 

RU,LLAN, a lecturer at. 
the U+xsity of Philip- 

pines,‘Baguio, who is’ at 

present doing .a coursb 

in Malay Language Stu- 

dies at the Universi,ty of 

Malaya. : :- 

him sLreirgfh 
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’ moments 3n th$’ seri$us, 

-. 
ninp~sdard. “7 -- -_ ‘- --I thir.’ who was her. ‘&Ood 

law XL‘wl 

bin Taib 
dlgcussiOns. For all Of ‘these and friend’and tutor. 

;e .Hajjah .And, mixing with her : mOre she was, honoured 
;i Ahmad. among her co11eague?, I by the Sultaa of Kedah rlousness Of purpose and 

\ It is this same se- 

courage lo ca,rry on ’ “-+$ seven boys-.__and 
students, and frielnds 1s when she was awarded undeviating pursuit Of 

-lP with his new respon- ! three girls that maKe ’ 
getting to know the ream the Setia Mahkqta Kedah 1 one’s ambition that Dr. 

.I the Mohamed Ali hOui 
son ‘Or the persona1 (S.M.K.) in 1~971, an 1 Siti Hasmah has sought ’ 

-n‘a, were a. II”-J event ‘whichi SV~ con- to ustil, amona other 

,.,,.plined lot, brought ,/ garded by those side!% 

ven to bin- _ before i’ IHI wit,h 10~~ 
who happiest ~~eherol‘~fe. 

the r things, not only in her 

cliqrfnllne have known her-a total 
;m,,l lack of ‘vanity’ in Lookfog 

students, but more SO in. 

her b3SIIIah’S aCt?e iik. as a irina 18, M&an. 17: Me- 
Siti I her five children Ma- 

husband’s posction, alon$ 
with a quiet flrmness and doctor now, One, Ana:s it 1 I&, 16; 
unaffected friendliness. difficult to imagine lber: Mokhzani (Aishlagh)r 

past,as the mOSt timid t?f, )&&hrfz, ‘11. ’ 
and ’ 

.----- --. -9 

and now will conti- iG;rd without fav<ir’ii;i 

achieve u-hat we all ,i “aUn~%~i,_.,__.,, 
want for a united, relieio~1 taucht consi: 
Peaceful, and prospe- , ;$A,, ancl, pl 
rous blalaysia. Ir^,.^^_.^.. 

“___ _--~_-St- 
the Ali girls, ‘afraid 0 f 

i by .. ,,personal . 
‘Royal award the_ dcrk, easily scared Influenced by her Own 

:actice. 
ex- 

Almost 20,years Of de- 
of centipedes and the parents. Dr. Siti Hasmah 

. . . 
alcated service nas more 

vaguest signs of death. has brought up her own 
,The speak& is Dr. Slti th~r~c$~~~l coo~~ho~~~ than prepared Dr. Sltl 

Moreover, one would ’ children yfith affection 

Hasmah binti Mohamed 
al- 

Ali, wife of Deputy Pre- 
amahs in the house, the 1 Hasmah for her Present 

consider it unlikely for ! and strictness. NOt 

Ali children divided work. From a doctor In 
her to have pursued lowing her job t0 COme 

mler Dr. Mahathir bin 
W~ohamad: ,, chores among th’em. The the medical, maternity 

_,m_e_dicine, with only bio- between her and her fa- 

For this lovely and 
three girls took turns in and outpatient i wards, logy for a ~scienck sub: : $p ,;t& zegucp Fq 

ject in school. But medi- 
charmi;‘g cookinn and in cleating :I she became the medicar 

plexioned’ fair-~o~t~ ’ the house. officer in charge; and %$e to her as fOrmid_ among other things, to 
became a &al- POsslble. attending, 

and _, 
spoken woman who 

The Ali childreil are /~ then the first acting I 
bound together by a medical superintendent able a.3 her childhood their education and emo; 

holds the distinction of camaraderie and of the ~rnn~rnl Uncnital 
which haveC1~~~I Kedah t. 

fear of a piece Of cloth tbnal needs. 
being the second Malay ~ ness. 
woman doctor of Malay- ! mained unimpaired by ;,’ 

LLlrlG.1 ‘*“u~.yy., 

__.., .he first Malay used to drape a coffin. Good rapport betpTeen 
worna? to be appointed. The very sight Of this j her and them is evident 



intimac,? which- has; not 
failed to impress anyone 
who calls on them. 

Being with theetiaha- 

typically close-knit 
happy-family. Breakf%t 
and, dinners are usually ’ 
taken by the whole fa- 
mily, especially when the 
two abroad are home for 
the holidays. i, L 

Dinner usually means’ 
a jolly time together. 
with the oldest in the fa- 
mily. Dr. Mahathir. lead- 
ing the fun with endless 
W”,S, Dinner is us;;:;; 

leisurely 
‘watchine TV. 

A”\-\ ..A.___ _-.___* 

joys watching musical 
programmes, rrke Elakat 
‘LV. 

Happy &mq 
l’he ivlana$nr family 

gatherings are like de- 
mocrat& caucuses, during 
which varied issues are 
discussed. dissent freely 
alred and SerlOUSly con- 

names start with an “M” 
tne girls’ names should 
at least end in “HI’, thus 
“Marinah” and “Melin- 
cJ.ah”. 

Marina objected saying 

. 

J&2 _ .: 
&e &haihi$$ “bondok”’ 
in Kcdah, silently and i 

: busily cooking and’ su- 
pervising the prep’ara- 
tions for a luncheon for 
some 100 people. 
‘At half ‘past twelve. 

‘when the food u,as readv. 
the men gathered to one 

’ side, talking with Dr 
Mahatbir, the women. tn 

.’ One side with Melinda 
- joining them. and tbo 

children at another place 
with 

, Mukhriz 
Moi$;$ , and 

with 
them. 

,Dr. Sit1 Hasmah re- 
mained where, the ‘pots 
and pans were and serv: 
ed until every one had 
eaten. It was only then, 
that she scooped rice for 
herself and ate with the 

ooks. 

paper clippings on -r the’ 
family ‘since 1964, or ‘in 
tidying Up Dr. Mahathir’s 
study table. 

At no time is Dr.-Ma- !-that her name would~~not- 
hathir more qUiet than only sound masculme and, 
when he is featured in / ugly but might be under-’ 
t,he news, after which Dr. 
Siti Hasmah and the 

stood,to mean something i 
else, while Melinda si’m- 1 

children would comment ply said she did not like 
not only on his speech the idea. 
but also on his posture Dr. Mahathir entered 
and paunch. 

: ~ \ ‘\ . 

She does housekeeping, 
on w,eeke?Ads, cooks spe- 
cial dishes for the family 

on the big occasions, 
and shops for family 
needs and household 
‘items. 

Once or twice, Dr. Ma-’ 
the discussion by saying: t 
“Mummy, there is objet- 1 

hatmr would declare m tion there (pointing to ~ 
defence: ‘I am 50 Years I where Marina was) and 
old, but my paunch 1s I there (pointing to where I 

Then he would Melfnda sat) so? 
$i& himself to a mi- 1 
litary posture in his chair 

That Dr. Sit1 Hasmah 
‘has profoundly influenc- 1 

and tapping his belly / ad Dr. Mahathir’s life 
twice for emphasis. and work is certain. Over 

In turn,, Dr. Siti ,Haa- 

Sihqerity 
A scene so touching in. 

its rustic simplicity and 
most appealing in its 

bulge she puts on. ~I0st ’ 
often she is remmded at : 
dinner about this ,by a ’ 
tender, but firm an- 
nouncement 
head’ of 

from the 
the table: j 

“&nougbl rice Ior, mum- 
‘my.” 

Dr. Slti Hasmah shares 1 
the love of music , with 
he& musical-minded fa- 
mny, each of whom can 
play a musical mstru- 

, 

ment. J 
Marina, ’ Mirzan and 

Mukbriz play he piano. ~ 
vfhlle Meunaa~the ham- 
mond organ. ’ Mokh&ani‘l 
plays the arum and Dr. 
ivranathir the riute. 

and was once 
MFJth her two sisters over ! 

,,Radio Kuala. LumpUr. 1 



MALAT 31A Malays National Organisation (UMNO), 

Agriculture Minister Ghafar Baba, was 
Only the day 

efore newspapers had headlined Gha- 
o; “tip-offs” as Datuk Hussein’s 

Ma hbthk 
‘By K. Das AZ! 

Kuala Lumpur: “I have madQ&&hoice 
and can only pray and hope that the 
choice is a correct one and that he will 
be accepted and supported by the coun- 
try generally” -. Prime Minister Hussein 

as Deputy Prime 

The Prime-‘ Minister answered with, 
equal politeness and equal obliqueness, 
and very much to the point as,the ques- 
tion was, framed, that the Agriculture 
post would be filled in due course.. I’ 

On analysis, the Cabinet reshuffle 
turned out to be ,,a good exercise in 
balancing power; meeting some expecta- 
tions of the various component. p$rties 
in the ruling National Front, checking 
the powerful lobbies within UMNO, 

calming some fears of foreign investors 
_and returning some confidence to the 

There was a gasp in the audience of 
pressmen and the applause, that began , 
before the anticipated announcement a 
scattered and died. Searching glances 
around the Prime Minister’s office’filled 
the short, surprised silence. The Prime 
Minister himself closed his secret .file 
and, secured the red tape around it. He 
looked tense. His aides, including the 
Information Minister, Taib Mahmud, 
looked as surprised as the rest of the 
audience. 

It then dawned on all present why 
the Premier had indeed launched his De- 
puty on a hope and a prayer. The choiceu 
of Dr Mahathir as a potential successor 
must have been Prime Minister Hussein 
Onn’s most difficult decision since he 
took office. 

In choosing Mahathir - author of the 
Malay Dilemma, a book which is still 
banned here for its highly provocative 
statement of Malay grievances and argu- 
ments for special treatment for the bu- 
mi,uutvas (sons of the soil) -‘as Deputy 
Premier of a multiracial country in 
which the Chinese make up 35% of the 
population and the Indians IO%, Datuk 
Hussein Onn ended nearly two months 
of speculation but set in nmtion another 
talking point for Malaysia’s minorities. 

The agonising issue: Will Dr Mahathii, 
conventionally regarded ,,as an inflexible 
Malay-firster, undergo a transformation. 
that will win him trust and confidence, 
especially of the Chinese? 

Some of his recent statements lead 
observers to believe that he has such a 
transformation in mind. His national 
language policy, too, must see some 
changes since it is yet another issue.that 
preoccupies the non-Malays, who feel 
that speed is not of the essence in mak- 
ing Malay the sole official and social 
language. 

If the naming of the controversial 
Education Minister was a surprise, an- 
other surprise distracted the newsmen al- 
most at once, and the Prime Minister 
was asked questions ,- very obliquely in 
the name of politeness - why the most 
senior Vice-President of the United 

multiracial population vis-d-vis any ultra 

. 

Malay nationalism, While there have 
been privately;voiced reservations about 
the appointments of Dr Mahathir as De- 
puty Premier and Tunku Razaleigh 
Hamzah as Finance Minister, the innova- 
tion that. has balanced the worry is the 
appointment of three full ministers 
without portfolio to assist the Prime 
Minister. 

The new ministers include an Indian 
and a Chinese, ‘who will assist Datuk / 
Hussein’ in matters of, law and econo- ~ 
mics. The two,, Datuk Athi Nahappan 
and Tan Sri Chong Bon Nyan, having : 
served as deputy ministers of law and : 
finance, are seen by the ordinary Chi- ’ 
nese and Indians as “deputy prime 
ministers “; and the fact that a third full 
minister, former deputy home minister 



!’ has 3n effect taken on the responsibility ( 
for S&uritv. Law and Finance.. He%as 

:~aLso ‘retained Defence, ‘arid as ‘he an- 
nuupced soon after the Cabinet shuffle, 

;.:’ h&+priority will be security. 
,:.h effect, the Deputy Premier will 

h&e to-concentrate on Education, ‘a 
’ #$rtfolio fraught with enough problems, 
‘+ became obvious last week when stu- 

: dents in Kuala Lumpur took over the 
/ cqpus of the Mara In+tute of Techno- 
; logy.’ 1 ‘..:,. 

If the circumscribing of. power by 
cm@rg ~~;#ditional ministers;;.:calmed 

I., fears over ‘any extreme,,,#snrgent Malay 
n@ianaLt@i, the ‘mme action also pour- 
ed’~som6~$&ti over the anxie6ej’of,,for- 

‘; ,ejt@, i$eptor~;who were s+d,tp be wor- 
~,~i’ab~ut,::t~e consequences ‘of Tunku 

‘:‘Razt&ig#$ appointment as? ‘Finance 
W$ste&~$he ,new Minister’s~name has . 

,’ ,fpk--the pas1 year been synonymous with 
‘:t+,‘yery r@po,pular Petranas Develop- , 

!. (ment (&epdment) Act’: (the amend- 
O\CMnt,Wqnpowered, in effect, Petronas to 

‘- ta;& oyer the shares of foreign investors 

,cined Raja Tan Sri Mohar, Chairman 
Airlines System,,(MXS ),. as 

economics adviser. * 4’ ,‘, : I. 
appointment of a fuU r&&r ‘to 

1, &&I#/ in‘ matters pertair+g td: Law re- 
(~,T#$&,Datuk Hus~gin’s concern oyer cor- 
;/ fpiion in ft’gh places. 
II i,.,. Reaction to the new Cabinet has been 

.generally uninspiring and the news- / 
i p+er@y&q as usual played up the more. i 
,“positive views and ignored the meaning- ! 
~,fti$ silences. The Malaysian Chinese,As- >! 

;< soCi&ion~;howevsr. has not’ shown any 1 
~:@&+I ‘enthusiasm, From its central : 

&dquarters there is no doubt that the, 1 
F&y has accepted the Premier’s deci- 
t&n but Dr Mahathir must be conscious 

/ 

t!&t”the Indifferent reaction is a mea- : 
&re of the MCA’S disappointment. The 
R+&%v understands that he has in rc- 1 
@eht months actively worked to change + 
his image among the Chinese Party as j 
well 2s the predominantly Chinese Party 
Gerakan membership. 

Support from Party Gerakan, express- 
ed by the Penang Chief Minister, Dr Lim 

Chong En, was’ iukel:idrm and phrased jn 
terms that mue: ciake the new Deputy 

, Premier mar,::: that the road ahead pro- 
,nnises to $ ~ougi. Dr Lim said that 

: i~&13 ;*i r&+ ._. *_. has i.is,de his choice and 
: .:he country L:i’:sC support him;‘? ” 

Anotner National Proht partner, Par- 
kti IsLam (PI), h&s aLso failed to register 
any enthusiasm ‘for the choice of the 
Deputy Prit& Minister:: ,, 

The major ‘political”parties in Sabah 
and Sarawak have unreservedly welcom- 
ed the new Cabinet. Although the Sara- 
wak National Party (SNAP) has remain-. , 
ed silent, the leaders of both Berjaya, 
the opposition, and Tun, Mustapha’s 
USNO (United Sahah National Orgamsa- 

’ tion) in Kota Kinabalu have gone out of 
the W&Y ‘to express. their enthusiasm for, 
Datuk Onn’s Cabinet, heaping praise on 
the near leadership with somethm~ hke -------I-* -... _ir,&____i;;l___,“l” 
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