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Xuala Lumpur, Janq7é(Bernama)'~— lle was once & controversial

figure in UMNO,/was expelled from the party in June 1969,

He survived his politicel limbo and returned to TUNO's fold
two=and-a~half years-later with enhanced prestige and greater

respect from friends and foes alike.

And what more his climb from obscurlty to respectability and
nromlnence has been achleved with dram&tlc eace' his return to
the polltlcal limelight cclnciued with the growth of coalition

politics in the cowntry.

Within a short span of three years after his political "exile™,
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uﬁg-eﬁe—$&m9~ee&%@avers&a%zftgﬁﬁe.made an imprint on tha countryt's

political scene with hiz awift rise from an ordinary“UEEQ member

to the top rung of the party's hierarchy.



He‘is now one of UMNO's three elected vice-presidents besides being:

the minister of cducation. =— Bernama Iore,
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This achievement is by no means a small feat for a former pErty
outcast for despite his earlier setback, Dr, Mahathir ocutshone

a number of UNMNO's gtalwarts in the running for the senior post.

Born in Alor Staf on Dec. 20, 1925, Dr. Mahathir or "Dolctor UNNO™
as he is pdpularly novm in his<bifthplaée received his esrly
education at the Seberang ferak Nelay School and 1éter1at the
Sulten Abdul Hamid c.ouegé.

ATter graduating from the University of ialaya, Singapore with a
MBBS degree, he served as a medical officer in Kedsh and Perlis

befoxe resigning in 1957 %o eater private practice,



In 1964 he stood for election and became msmber'ef‘parliament?for;
Kota Star Selatan from 1964~1969. He contested again in the 1969
Genersl Elections but lost the sest o Haji Yusoff Rawa of the
?MiP/and wasriatér expelled from UMNO on disciplinary grounds.

As 8 man who takes fallure as a challenge, he did not sit back
but workéd labouxiously and'patienflygto regain the lost ground.,
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His efforts and patience paid off when he was re-admitted into
UMD in 1972 and rerclected a member of the‘party'a 8upreme

Council, -

In 19%3, he was made a Senator and appointed chairmen of Food
Industries‘ﬁalaysia {(FIMA) Sdn. Berhad.

Following the 1974 Generzl Elegtions in which he was returned
unopposed to the Kubang%gﬁéu Parliementary seat, Dr. Hshathir
was gppointed Minister of Education in the first Baristn

Natlornal®s Cabinet headed by the late Tun Abdul Razak.



Education has always bean a "tricky® portfolio, having to deal -
with problems of teachers and students apart from implementing

~the educetion policy,

"I will try to do a good job == for all Malaysiaﬁs," he said

fter assuming office,

Since then, he has never looked back.

_ _ o -= Bernams,
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His determinaticn to carry out the national education policy
to the letter has won the admiration of not only the

educationalists snd intellectusls but also of the masses,

Dr. Mahothir has been ¥nown for his firmness but he has always

-

implemented the policy fairly and tactfully.



He believes firmly in a single language creating e single

nationality and identity. He feels that Malaysians shall continue

to be divided so long as they are without a national lénguage.

A development which has no less significance to the growth of the
country's institutions of higher 1earning4ﬁ&ﬂ{tqok place during
his term of office was the introduction and enforcement of the

universities and University @olleges Act,

The Act, among others, éoughtrto ban students from holding office
in trade unions, political parties and student organisations from
affilighing, ox. from doing anything that expresased support or

sympathy or opposition to any political party er trade union.

- Bernama More,

35
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‘The act,'whichtinitially met'strong opposition from certain
student and political organisations, came for fullﬂpraiseiand

support from the populszce.

4s Education Minister, Db. Mahathir has, to a certain extent,
successfully settled recent student disturbsnces on fhe‘University o
of lMalaya and MARA Institute of Teehnology campuses and a host

of other problems relating to student-government relationship,

\

Since taking over the education portfolio, he has brought‘about
certain changes and more visible improvements t6 the educatiqn
pystenm as a whole,

Footnotes .

Dr. Mahathir is the author of the book "Malay Dﬁlemma" which -
has been benned,  —- BERNANA, |
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