
2hala Lumpur, 

fi,gure in UTUINO, 

- 11~3 was once a controversial 

the party in June 1969, 

T . 

:-lo survived his political limbo. and returt~ed to tiLfiO@a fold 

respect from friends and foes alike, 

And what more 4tia clirab from obscxmity to respectability and 

prominence has been achieved mith dramtic ease; -his return to 

the j>olitical Limcli.&t t5oinci.ded with the g;rov?i;b of coalitiori 

politics in the country, 

political. scene with his swift rise from 8;n ordinary'lT&iIW merriber 

to the top rung+ of the party*s,hieraz-thy, 



He i0 9ROW One Of Ij%8o*‘s three elected vice-presidents besides being', 

the minister' of c'ducation. - Bernma Eore. 
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This, achievement is by no means a mall feat for 8 fomer pfxrty 

outcast for despite his, earlier setback, Dr. Ivkdmthir outshone 

a nwber of lIK!fO*s qtalmrts in the running for the post. 

Born in Alar Star on Dec. 20, 1925, Dr. Whathir or 

as he is popularl.y known in his'bi&hplace received his ezwly 

education at the Sebcrmg E?erq.k Ejlalay School EC& later z~t the 



Pm anti was later expeS3,ed from BBNO on disciplinary grounds. 

As a man Mho takes fa+lura as a chalienge, he did not sit back 

but worked labouriox&ly and patierhly to regatin the lost growldo a 
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His efforts and patl.ence -paid off when he was re-admitted into 

UEHO in 1972 and rekalected~ a member of th&patiy*a %upreme 

Coumxil, 

I;n 29'Q.he was made a Senator and appointed chtirman of Plod 

Induntries,~~~a~aysia (l?II@k) Sdn. Berhad, 

FolZovlring the 1974 General Elections in which he was returned 

wopposod to the Kubang,@asu IBarli~entary seat, Dr. Whathir 

xas appointed Ninister of Education in the firat EIaris~ 

Plational's Cabinet headed by the late l?un Abdul Bad. . 



Education has always been a ntricky* portfolio, hzving to deal 

with problems of teacthws and students apax% from 'in$l.erilenting 

the education policy. 

Hf KLli try to a0 3. f;0;00a j0h - for all Malaysians,** he said 

after assuming-o.ffice. 

Bis deterainaticiz to ccrry put the national education policy 

to the Letter has wm the admimtion of not 0d.y the 

cdxxcationalists am_% intell.ectwJ.~ but also of the mames. 



I& .beliems fimly in a single laslguage : cr0atin.g a iei&Le 

~orl~.~ ana ul‘entity. tk feels that llQa.aysizuns whall cant%nue 35 

twbe ditided so long.as they are vsithout a natiarma;l laz3gq.ge. 

A develoI;rmant'-which ha? na Less aignifica;nce ta th& growth of the 

country*s institutions of higher learning&hat took piace duYing 

his temn of office was the introduct$on and enforcement of the 

tiiversilies and Wversity @lIegee Ati. 

!i?he Act, among others, &ught to ban students $Yrom holding office 

in trade unions, pol;itical parties and student orga32iwtions fmrn 
r 

affiliating, OP...~XY.IEI doing anything that &presaed support-OF 

sympatl~y or opposition to EUI~ political party OT trade union. 
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The ac-t,'which. initially met strong opposition from certain 

stthnt and political organisations, came for full‘praise and 

3JJpOr-t fi?O!il the pOp~&?,Ce. 

As Education Minister, I&. khathir has, to a certain extent, 
'* . 

successfully settled recent student disturbances on the University . 

of &!&,ya. LlJld UARA Institu-i;e of I'CCtiOlO~ c&puses and a host 
* 

of otllcr ~I!roblcns xV?lating to student-government relatioylship. 

Since taking over the edlxcation portfolio, he has brought about 

certain chfwlges and more visible improvements to the education 

fiysten as a whole. 

.* 
Pootnotet 

Dr. Ivlahathir is tiLe author of the book nhlalay D&lemW@ which ’ 

, 


	Profile - Mahathir (Bernama 1601/1976)

