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FROM RUNNIRG & COPFEL STALL TO HOLDING TME REINS OF GOVERNWENT,
DS SYED INRAN ALSAGOFFy B 7h -\ q e

MAHATHIR 1

_SINCE WIS CHILDHOOD, | DATUK SER! DR, . _MAHATH (R MOMAMAD HAS
DiSPLAYED DISTINGT CHARACTER, UPHOLDING THE PH It SGF““ THAT WHATEVER
GTHERS CAN B0, HE CAN D0 YOO, g @G

A VERY YOUNG AGE ng* MAHATHIR HAS AW PR&VED TO BE

cuu&cuznf&ous sNp inveLLfa

MIS FATHEN, THE LATE MOWAMAD BIN ISKANDAR, LEFT PENANG TO SETTLE
éguxznan WHERE DR, MAMATH IR WAS BORN, THE YOONGEST OF NINE CHILD-

THE STUDIED IN THE ‘MALAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AT SEBERANG PERAK FOR

TWO: YEARS BEFORE JO iNING THE GOVERNMENT ENGLISH SCHOOL IN ALOR
STAR UNTIL HE COMPLETED IS SENIOR CAMBRIDGE.

HIS EDUCATION WAS INTERAUPTED FOR FOUR YEARS WHEN MALAYA WAS
OCCUPIED BY THE JAPANESE ARMY DURING THE SECOND WORLD VAR,

RATHER THAN SPEND H13 FREE TIME .IDLING, DR, MARATHIR SOUGHT
HIS FATHER'S PEIMISSION TO START A BUS {NESS, — BERNAMA FEATURE
VORE rIRN0/20M ‘

NDO 5

MAHATH IR 2 (BERNAMA FEATURE)

Hi% FIRST BUSINESS VENTURE WAS A COFFEE AND OAKES STALL SHARED
WITH TWO CLOBE FRIENDS, ENCIK JOHAR! MONAMAD TAIB (PAK JO) AND-
ENCIX NOOR MADAR (Nkwké -

THE STALL WAS LOCATED BESIDE THE RIVER AT PEKAN RABU, THE

_SITE 3 NOW THE KOTA SETAR LAND OFFICE CAR PARK,

ACCORDING TO PAK JO, WHO NOW RUNS HIS OWN STALL AT PEKAN RABU,
DATUK SER| DR, MAHATHIR was A CONSCIENTIOUS SCHOLAR,

+CHE DET $gaaATH1R) WAS N NEVER WITHOUT A BOOK, WHENEVER
THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE DONE, HE WOULD BE READING,+ ASSERT3 PAK. JO,

NOW 63 YEARS OLD, PAK JO BESCRIBES DR, MAHATHIR AS A FIRM,
HONEST AND FORTHRIGHT MAN,

+CHE DET WOULD BRING HIS BOOKS TO THE STALL AND, WHENEYER HE

WAS FREE, HE WOULD BE READING A BOOK RATHLW THAN ST AROUND PDLY pv

SAYS PAK JO AS HE REMINISCES.

PAX JO ALSO RECALLS THAT ENCIK WOHAMHD KHIR JOMARD AND ENCIK
ZULKIFL] HAJY) WASHIM USED TO PATRONISE THE STALL RUNBY DR,
MAHATHIR, ~- BERNAMA FEATURE MORE 0803/ZCM
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MAHATHIR 3 [BERNAMA FEATURE)

.. SUBSEQUENTLY, DR, MAHATHIR AND HIS TWO BUSINESS ASSOCIATES
SET P aAgzék%RfaAgskgpg?g%Ts AND HAND ICRAFTS AT PEXAN RABU,
[ i o ; : -
(15 SonpETnce, ED MANAGER OF THE BUSINESS BECAUSE 0F
ot RE, CHE DET WAS ALWAYS READIN
CUSTOMER TO BE ATTENDED TO,+ EXPLAINS PAK vop o oo 10
FROM 41S BUSINESS EXPERIENCE WITH DR, MAHATHIR, PAK JO GBSERVES

VYV YA

THAT DR, MAHATHIR HAS | i+
BUS | HES SMAN S THE QUALITIES OF A COMPETENT AND SHREWD

DR, MAHATHIR GAVE SERIOUS ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEMS FAGED
MALAY ENTREPRENEURS AND OFYEN OFFERED H1S ViZus HOW TO OVERCOME
THE PROBLEMS. ~— BERNAMA FEATURE MORE N806/ZCM
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MAHATHIR 4 (BERNAMA FEATURE)

DR, MARATHIR®S BUSINESS VENTURES CAME TO AN END WHEN THE SECOND
WORLD WAR TERMINATED AND MALAYA WAS RETURNED TO BRITISH RULE,
R, MAKATHIR RESUMED WIS STUDIES §N THE GOVERNMENT ENGLISH
SCHOOL 1N 1945 UNTIL HE OBTAINED H1S SENIOR. CAMBRIDGE CERTIFICATE,
14 494D, DR. MAHATHIR FURTHERED HIS EDUCATION IN MEDICIRE IN
RAFFLES COLLEGE, SiNGAPORE, |

DR, MAHATHIR JOINED THE GOVERNMENT SZRVICE i 1954 AND SERVED
47 THE ALOR STAR WOSPITAL, IN 1956, DR, MAHATHIR SERVED A% EDICAL
GEEICER AT LARGKAWD FOR S1X MONTHS BEFORE RESUMIRG Hi$ SERVICE
AT THE ALOR STAR HOSPITAL, —— BERNAMA FEATURE MORE N8NY/ZCM
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o BRI MAHATH!RS(BERNAMA FEATURE)

N 19;7' DR. MAHATHIR RESIGNED FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE TO OPEW
#1s own eLinic) MaHA KLINIK, ON JALAN TUNKU IBRAM IM.,

ACCORDING T8 ENCIK ABDULLAM BIN PA® CRIK OR PAK LAW, AGED 64
~YEAR3£ WHO HAS BEEN WITH THE MAHA KL INIK SINCE 178 ESTABLISHNENT,
DR, MEHATRIR 18 ALSG A GENEROUS MAN, '

5 MAMATHIR-DID 0T MAKE HIS PATIENTS PAY FOR THEIR TREATMENT
IF Tuév WERE TOOLPOOR. -

PAK LAH ALSO SAYS THAT IF THE PATIENT DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT
MONEY TO PAY, DR, MAHATHIR WOULD JUST ACCEPT A TOKEN PAYMENT OF
10 SEN, 50 35N OR ONE RINGGIT. .

ACCORDING TO PAK LAH, THERE WERE ONLY FIVE MEDICAL CLINICS IN
ALOR STAR IN 1957 AND MAWA KLINIK WAS THE FIRST TO BE SET UP BY
A MALAY DOCTOR, —— BERNAMA FEATURE MORE N%12/ZCM
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MANA KLINIK BECAME THE WE
CULARLY MaLAYS FROM a&ww STAR
THE CLIKIC WAS SHEFTED ¥
BENG DEMANDS NaﬁL O 17, S
BAK LAH SAYS SINCE DR, MAHATHIR OPENED HIS CLINIC, HE RA
NEVVER MANDLED THE CASBH TARINGS WHICK WERE FIRSYT N THE HANDS
OF H@u BROTRER-fN-L &YW, THE LATE PAK HASQAﬁ ANY SUBSEQUENTLY Pax
CLAH HIMSELF. ' :
+THIS IS ONE OF DR, MAHATTHIR'S MQS? ﬁb”iﬁﬁﬁ&‘ GUALITIES, IF
RSON, HE WiLL TRUST HiM WETH ANYTHING, EVEN

H

HE Hﬁb FAITH N & PE o

HONEY ‘0. t:’\t‘” AENG PAK %M&‘!rtf‘,
A% ﬂ% EVMPLOYER, DR, MAHATH

WASTE T L?H ?Eﬁﬁ@ e BERMAMA ‘”‘

NOOGe :

% Ec¢ MAHATHIR WAS ﬂ&ﬁ“’i”

i THE CONEIDENCE &? s PR
EXECUTIVE COoMMITTEE,

Ro MAHATHIR STILL HWAS TIES WiTd PERAN K
T PERAN RABU COUPERATIVE 30Cif Y

?%ﬁ ISMEN IN PENAN RABU ARE 8GR “33&L7Tf 4
TG THEM | TOERJOY BIGEER AND MODERN PREMIS

7KV U%&B@»u Vh?ﬁt %m$ uURNT QG‘W“ '

5 i) A,\fo\ﬁw s ”q

sft%w u” ?H? EFO8 ‘
ER DUS INESS ASSOUIATES,

- SAYE Méﬁ""ﬂfm OF DR, MaM ATHIR®S !
LYy = BERNAMA FwﬁiU@ﬂ MORE GHQJ/? M
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MARATH IR BECAUD

; 1 FﬂM% Y OF DR,
v I

BESIDES BEING A TEACHER 1K Kamm ‘DR, MAHATHIR®S FATHER ALSO -
TAUGHT N PERAK, SELANGOR, JOWORE ARD PAHANG. )
THE LATE MOHAMAD (SKANDAR ALSO SERVED IN nE AUDET DEPARTMENT |

umn, HE RETIRED IN 1531, HE PASSED AWAY IN 1961 WHEN i

. HE a‘ YEARS oLD, g
e Al BACKQRGUND LIKE HiS, DR, MAHATH?R wSL&
GbTiEb AS PRIME MINISTER wf?H :

- BERNAMA FEATURE nnok/zom © o




	From running a coffee stall to holding the reins of government (Bernama 08/07/1981)

