“;president since 1981.

‘»” Dr Mahathir was elected
‘“Umno president at the par-
“4y's 32nd general assembly
Son June 26, 1981. He then took
Joffice as Malaysia’s fourth

+Prime Minister on July 10 =~

+following the retirement of
+‘his predecessor, Tun Hussein

«Onn. Dr Mahathir became a

~‘member of the Umno Su-
: preme Council from 1965 to

+ 1969 and ong,of the party's
Q,vice-pti@)l&s in 1975. ,

He waefelected to the post

of Umno deputy president on’

Sept 15, 1978,-He was first
eiected io the Barisan Na-
sional Cabinet in 1974 as
:Education Minister under
"the late Tun Abdul Razak. '
" On March 5, 1976, he was
appointed. Deputy Prime
‘Minister while holding the
- 'Education portfolio. He was
+ given ths Trade and In-
tdusiry porifolic ou Jen 1,
LAYTE.
Dr Mahathir, born in Alor
- 8tar, Kedah, tirat became ac-
dive in politics in 1945 when
“‘he joined several organisa-

tions among which were the .

-‘Kedah Malay Union, Saber-
-kas, the Kedah Malay Youth
~Movement and later Umno.

v A graduate of the Univer-
-‘sity of Malaya, Singapore, he

SERI DR- MA.
‘. MOHAMAD %2,
c‘::gﬁime Minister and Umno

He completed his house-
manship in 1954 and served
the Government as a medi-
cal officer in Alor Star,
Langkawi and Perlis.

He resigned from Gov-

‘ernment service in 1957 and

went into private practice.
Dr Mahathir stood as an

“Alliance candidate in.1964

and won the Kota Setar Sela-
tan parliamentary seat but

_lost it in the 1969 election.

However, in the 1974 elec-
tion, he was returned unop-

posed in the Kubang Pasu

parliamentary constituency.

In 1973, he was appointed a *
senator. Thé same year, he -

was also appointed the chair-
man of the Food Industry of
Malaysia (Fima) Sdn Bhd.
Dr Mahsathir was appoint-
ed chairman of the First
Higher Education Council in
1968. In 1972, he became a
member of the Higher Edu-

. cation Advisory Council.

- He was also appointed a
member of the University
Court and the University of
Malaya Council and in April
1974, chairman of the Univer-
siti Kebangsaan Malaysia
Counctl.

Dr Mahathir has received
nominations from 88 divi-
sions to contest the presi-
dency.
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