
VOTIE for the top posts was 
the sole order of business on the 
first day of the Umno general 
assembly at the Putra World 
Trade Centre. 

Assembly permanent chair- 
man Tan Sri Sulaiman Nipam 
Shah announced in the after- 
noon, after the ballots had been 
cast, that debate on the various 
resolutions would only begin to- 
day and not yesterday after- 
noon. 

“The party president is giving 
dinner at STI Perdana so you can 
all go there. I, however, will 
have to remain here to announce 
the results, which are expected 
at about 1Opm. I hope someone 
will bring back a packet of food 
for me,” he said to the laughter 
of the deleaates. 
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dress. He took about 45 minutes 
to read through his 20.page 
speech from 9am. 

The atmosphere during the 
casting of ballots was calm. 

De’ a were called to cast 
their ballots row by row instead 
of division by division as was the 

practice previously. 
At 12.20 m, Tan Sri Sulaiman 

announce B that the casting of 
ballots would be adjourned for 
Friday prayers. At that time, 
about three-quarters of the 1,479 
delegates - including the su- 
preme council members - had 
cast their ballots. 

Dr Mahathir had led the su- 
preme council members in cast- 
ing their ballots. 

Voting resumed at about 
3.1Spm and ended at about 
4.15pm. 

The 45 ballot boxes were then 
carried to Dewan Tun Hussein 
for counting. 

Delegates had began arriving 
at the party headquarters com- 
plex as early as 7am. Among 
them were Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Ghafar Baba. By 
8.30am, all the delegates had 
taken their seats in the hall. 

Br Mahathir arrived at 8.45am 
and started his speech at 9am 
after the party’s annual report 
and accounts were presented to 
the delegates by party secre- 
tary-general Datuk Seri Sanusi 
Junid and treasurer Daim Zain- 
uddin, respectively. 
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