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A few months after he became the fourth Prisme Minister of
Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad gathered his country’s
envoys and briefed them on his foreign policy pricrities. It was,
and still is, ABSEAN, relations with Third World countries, the
Organisation of Islamic Conference, the Non—-Aligned Movement and the
Commonwealth in that order of jmportance to his govermment.

Dr Mahathir Mohawad took over the helm of goverrment in July,
1981 and he is now serving his second term of office. He had led his
National Front coalition to a resounding victory at the peolls last
year for another five-year ters under the country’s parliamentary
demoecratic system.

Borm in Alor Setar, capital of northwestern Kedabh state, on Dec.
20, 1928, Dr Mahathir bhad his garly education at a Malay school
before attending a Govermment English school in bhis howmedtown.

His studies was interrupted for four yéara when the Japanese
army toeck over the country in the Second World WHar. It was during
this time that the young Mahathir tried his hands at business by
setiting up a food stall. It was this experence that is taken bteoe
partly explain his zeal, or, even haste, in the ecoveomic development
of his nation and people.

In 1947, he entered University Malaya, the country’s premier
varsity then located in Singapore and cbtained his medical degree.
The young Mahathir enterved politics even before his varsity days
when in 1348, he Jeined several orgnisations among which were the
Kedah Malay Union and later, the United Malay Nationmal Organisation
(UMNG) , the dominant party 'in the present ruling 13-party National
Front coalition.

In 1964, he stood for his First polls on the ARlliance ticket
(the Alliance being the forerummer of the NF coalition) in the Kota
Setar Selatan parliamentary seat and won. He, however, lost it in

19649, It was during this time that he became prominent as a "young
Turk" angd a loud coritic of Tumbuy Shdul Rabhman Butra D1 -Ha 4 by

loud eritic of Tunku Bbdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, the

mation’s first prime ministen, Expelled from the par%y, he wrote a&
bonk called the "Malay Dilewmma" that capsulated his thoughts and
ideas about “the backwardness and poverty of his Malay people. That
ook, barmed by his predecessors for smore than a decade, 1s now a
reference book and a basis of his administration and goals.

He is marvied to Dy Siti Hasmabh and they are blessed with five
children
=- three boys and two girls. They also adopted an Afghan boy and
girl. ‘

"His name spells like controversy, but there is no arguing that
his is a classic tale of the pheenix risivg from the ashes,” wrote a
Malavsiam Jourmalist during Pr Mahathir’s early days of office.

Dr Mahathir had created many a "diplomatic wave'" since he came
into office. While his three predecessors tended to build their
foreign policies on the legacy of the British colonial masters, he
turned his back on Westwinster., His public promouncement on the
irnertia of the British Commonwealth and his refusal to attend any
Commonwealth meeting, coupled with his "Look East" policy, msarked &
controversial episcode of hias foreign poalicy.

But, in the face of these developments, Dr Mabathir bas remained
steadfast in bis beliefs in ABEAN., His foreign pelicy is a policy of
regionaliam, anchoved on RASEANM.

What iz left to be seen is how he will make his mark im the 3rd
ABEAN summit, fittingly held during hs tenure of office.

' "I wish to emphasize that in so as Malaysia iz concerned, ASEAN
remaing in the forefront of our Foreignm policy priorities. The
rationale behind this Government’s thinking in this regeard is the
‘vital role of ABEAN am a stabilising influence and as a catalyst in
develeping the economic resilience of the region.” (Dr Mahathirt Jan
14, 1982). pls ack
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