
R few nrawths after hE bEcame the fourth Prim.2 Minister of 
Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanlad gathered his country's 
envoy% awd briefed them on hia foreign po3icy priorities. It war,, 
and still is, GEEAN, relations with Third World coctntrieaj, the 
Oryanisation of Is;;lanric Conference, the Nun-aligned Movement and *bhe 
Commonwealth in that order of inrportance to his government. 

Dr'Mahathir Mohamad took ove?r the helm of government in July, 
1'381 and he is now serving his second term of office. He had led his 
National Front coalition ta a resounding victary at the polls le%;t 
year for another five-year term under the coulitry's parlimentary 
democratic sjystrrrc. 

Born in Alor Setar, capital of northwestern Kedah state, on Dec. 
20 1325, Dr Mahathir had his early education at a Malay echocrl 
begore attending a Government English ~ischoal in his hcmetawn. 

His atudiem was intmrr'upted for four y&arcs wh@n the Japane!se 
arny taok over the country in the Second WurYd War. It was during 
this time that the young Mahathir tried his hands at business,& 
setting up a food stall. It was this experence that is taken to 
partly explain his meal, or, even haste, in the econonric development 
af his nation and people. 

3n 1947,. he ente+ed University Malaya, the caur-&ryys premier 
varsity then located in Singapore and obtairmd his medical degree. 
'The young Mahath!r entered politics even before his varsity days 
when in 1%X5, he Joined several orgnisatrons amany which were the 
Kedah Malay Union and later, the United Malay National Drganisation 
IUMNUI, the dominant party‘in the present ruling IS-party National 
Front coalition. 

In ~3'XA, he &toud for his first polls on the RIlliancs ticket 
(the Rlliancc being the Forerunner of the NF ccmlition> in the h’ota 
Setar Selatan parliamentary msrt and wcm. He, however, 1n9t it in 
19ci9. It was during thiu tinre that hiz became pronrinent a~ a "~OUMCJ 
'Trr 1-k " and a loud critic of Tunku Ctbdul Rahman Putra @I-HaJ, the 
nation's Si rst prime ministen. Expelled from the party, hs wrote a 
bonk called the “Malay Dilmma” that capsulated his thoughts and : 
ideas about -the backwardness and poverty of his Malay p~crple. That 
book, banned by his predecessors for more than a decade, is naw a 
reference boak and a basis of his administrstion and goai,1s. 

Htz is married to Dr Siti Hasnrah and they are blessed with five 
children 
-- three boyej and two girls. They a,lso adopted an Afghan boy and 
girl. 

"His name spells like controversy, but there'itli no arguing that 
hi'-3 in a classic tale of the phoenix rising from the ashes," wrote a 
Melaysian Journalist during Dr Mahathir's early days of office. 

Dr Mahathir had created many a "diplomatic wave" since he calm 
in*;0 office. While hi5 three predecsssors tended to build their 
foreign polici@s on the legacy of the British colaniaf masters, he 
tnrnecl his back on Westminster, His public pronouncetijent on the 
inertia of the Er*itish Commonwealth and his refusal to attend any 
Conrmmwea1th meeting, coupled with hizj "l-oak East" policy, marked a 
controversial episode of hi% foreign policy, 

But., in the face af these devalopmfzmts, Dr Mahathir has retrained 
steadfast in his beliefs in GXERN, His fareign policy is a palicy of 
regiona.ll. ism, anchared an GEE&IN. 

What is left tw bEi s!men is how he will make his mark in the 3rd 
QBERN sumit, fittingly held during h% tenure of office. 

"1 wish tu emphasize that in IO am Malaysia i& concerned, USEESN 
rtmainr3 in the forefront 13f: our foreign policy priorities. T'he 
rationale behind this Gavernment's thinking in this, regard is the 
vital role of #SET)N IRS a etabilising influence and as a catalyst in 
developing the economic resilience of the regionru tDr Mahathirs Jan 
IO, 1902). ~1% rck 
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