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1990 - Mahathir (News Focus) 
by Mokhtar Hussain 

! 
* .I 

KUALA LUMPUR, Dee 19 (Bernarna) Moharnad turns 
65 tomorrow, only 11 days to the glorious year 
for Malaysia. 

producti&ity, Look East 
now, after almost 10 years, 
still as resolute and 

The beginning of the 
to. popularise Malaysia 
u;hich is also aimed at 

He then showed his 

proving that he is 

hosted the first sunxn%t of Group of 15 countries. :,Last October, MalaySia 
s!so hosted the Commonwealth Heads of ent Meeting (CHOGM). 

Since then Datuk Seri Dr Mahathio reco$nition, respect and 
honour as a prominent third worldJeader* He was accorded the title +Hero 
~,f the Third World+ during a visv to Caracas, Vene+ela.+ - more 
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But, the most meaningful success for 
the victory of the Barisan NasionaJ,i,n 

h$m thi$‘y@ar certainly be 
. khs &%:~~21~!genera&, election. The 

\ 
Focus) ‘1 

‘\\ 

victory was very significant, 
polls shoved the 
period in 1987 when it was 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, 

Barely a year 
travel 1 ing the to the people 

by the opposition. 

measure of his determination. ’ 

Once asked b; journalists about his health., ‘he rqplied: +I am not 
ur?rried over my health as my doctor is alwalQs’mith me.+ He was referring to 
!-I i s u4 f e , 
;ide. 

Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti dbsmah, ,who is always be his 

The last general election was also the mo$t keenly fought since 1969 
;;I!%, for the first time, it saw the, opposit.inn polj’ticdl parties uniting 
llnder a single front organised ,ky Ten&ku RazaJ’~i.& Hamzah, Parti Semangat 
46 president. ,I 

Even that did not appear tq'pose-worry tb O&&k Seri Dr Mahathir In 
fact, rather +sportingly+, he ipvited'a gro~'o$~,Co&onwealth obseivers to 
observe the conduct of the general election,i&'more ', 
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At one juncture, 
but he went ahead 

The challenge became more 
election when Parti Bersatu Saba 
Kitingan, quit Barisan NasiQna.1 
stabbing+. 

Though initially shocked 

of the group 

, 

Rakyat seats. 
now in the 

t 46 while PBS, 
” 

8 

government agreed to 
It became a matter 

upere among the first 

>re 

eturn home. 
ysia as the Malaysians 
the people of other 

Saudi‘ Arabia. - 
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Other countries were impressed with Datuk Ser.i Dr Mahathir so much so 
the Singapore government was thankful to Mjalaysia for its help in bringing 

B 
’ 

back several Singapore citizens. BangladFsh,too sought Malaysia's 
assistance to bring back thousands of its citizens stranded there. 
After the general election, the Prime Minister faced another important 

agenda - the Umno general assembly. 
the first time the ,election for party 

The assembly was important as it was 
posts ‘was being held since it was 

rehabilitated after the problems of 19S7.$ 
With the bitter affair of 1987 still a +haun ;ing+ memory, Datuk Seri Dr k 

blahathir reminded those contesting for the posts of vice-presidents and 
Supreme Council members not to form pacts or' hoid functions, like dinners, 
for purpose of lobbying in order not to cau&e disunity. 
The candidatc.5 adhered to the directive and,tho party elections went on 

smoothly in a qpirit of unity. 
Lere both retu.ned unoppcsed as president and deputy president, 

1F 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir and Encik Ghafar Baba 

:-espectively. I 
It uas inititally expected that a resolution on constitutional monarchy 

tabled at the assembly could spark a crisis between Umno and the Malay 
2ulers. - more 
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However, 
assembly, 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir,..in his speech winding up the general 
discounted such a possibility when.he gave a clear explanation on 

the true meaning of constitutional monarchy,which all this while was 
vaguely understood by the,people. _A 

stronger and more matured from the &xmbly 
conclusion of the party's general,assembly, there was 
that Datuk ,Seri‘Dr Mahathir might not .lead the nation 

the three lealders elected&as.Dmno vice-presidents 
for long. 

- Datuk Seri 
Datuk Ablriullah Ahmad Badawi and Datuk’Seri Sanusi Junid -- 

the possible successors. 
Prime Minister said he would continue to lead as long as his 

needed and his health permitted it. - more 
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The excellence of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir in 1690 did not end there. His 
determined support for justice at,the international level was honoured by 
the visit of two important freedom fighters, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader, Yasser Arafat, and South African nationalist 
leader, Nelson Mandela. 
Under his leadership too, the nation's economy continued to be strong, 

weathering the Gulf crisis which affected many developed countries. 
1990, without doubt, owes its excellence to the personal ability of the 

-‘rime Minister with the strong support of Deputy Prime Minister, Encik 
cjhafar and other members of the Cabinet. 

L 
3hat is important, however, is the confidence and support of the people 
vrds the leadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir. - Bernama 
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