i

.is a small, fair ‘woman wit}
_manners and charmmg tac .
The chiidren' ' came tumh‘hng into:

and erzan Mokzam ‘
s m 9APR 1972w and Marmah and v"‘*yeshat

"Mohothlr is

the. one who cones " the

ALOR STAR:
“Has-

children,”’  says,

“'mah. She. laughed. cmd shud--*-
’l can't .

dered in mock horror
doit.”

- Dno Mahathu' had gone ‘for’ F‘m-' o
: day prayers, and -during the hour
he was away his wife chatted good- -

humouredly of. llfe with h1m She-

the:lounge to,join us./There were the

' three brown' bright-tyed, ‘precocious

1 little ‘boys — erzan.413 Mokzani, 11

' and Mukhriz, seven.,
They were all in'j lony: pants’ and -

‘quiet

I ParT TWO of the (B
’ personahty prnflle ‘

!

By Lcung Thong ng
_

Mokzaxv and Mukhnz had connived -
to wear identical orange we’o-look“
shirts, much to their mother’s amuse- .

..‘ment,

“There Was quiet Ayesha, the Maha-

* thirs’ 12—year-old adopted daughter.

Only 14-year-old Marlnah,, their
eldest, was missing. She is studying at
the Tengku Khursiah College in Se-

~-remban.

Mu* <k I‘lZ




brought
Mahathi:l
soime mt}'ﬁmble Iules The
be home 4 ‘by six in. the evening.
" Dr. Manathir is a fair father. He|
hears gr u‘._es regulates . allowances| :
Tairly (two ollars a week if’ they | are
in secondary’ school and 20 cents
day in prima TtV) and conducts “mesh
uarats”_fpr decismns involving every..
body.- 'I‘he chufiren love these sessions.
~“Mukhriz,”| says his mother, “is
the one‘who es  everything whe-
ther he-unde .tands them. or not He g
the-most:tal tive.”

Thelchil en. glggled whlle hand-

the best: pa&m ‘the’ famuy according
3 o his eavious s:stors,

; Dr Hasmah herself)

: had g fairly .liberal;

' chxldhood—nthat resultal

.ed'in her later: ‘promi-|

-nence as the. oountry i
‘second’ Malay ‘woman '
doctor. .

Her father was Mo~
‘hamed “Ali bin- Teub1
, 3 a-member of the Fed-
i N . eral ' Public . Services:
‘ ; + “Commission, She grew,

up in Kuala Lumpur,
! the sixth in a brilliant
. family o 10. A

i

~Hasmah.
“timid .of the Ali- girls,|

»art,s;ﬂbackgxound*,‘

Qu»en s8cho~

ere | are lar He is' now Gover- .
boys musw ‘nor’ of Bank Negara.
| The youngest Zamal

Abldm, an . architect,
“is working ‘on the Sa-|

bah Natjonal Mosgue.
Hasmah played the'

violin -and the piano;,

IE They j wexe
| much

3

and, -together. with!.

“her s1sters Saleha and|
ad ameah,
T over Radlo Malaysia|
-as the “Three AliSis-
| “ters,” The 'war: mter-[

; rupted ‘her.education. |
some MiukhAZ rolled * his lovely eyesJ

“performed

‘When it- was over,\
‘the most!
-chose 'to.do mechclne
Handlcapped “by- an
‘she:
‘slogged - ‘through.  the|
; course at-the Univer-,
sity-of Singapore and

. graduated  two "years

l
b

i

|
ti
1
1
b
l
l
i
i
1.

I
f

behmd her batch. ko

. By ‘then, ‘Mahathir

¥ Who had courted her

on “the s campus in a

( 'successwn of old jalo-:

‘pies.. that included a
Fiatand a Mayﬂowerx
besides the. BSA 250,

i'wasea medical o:fflcer1
,with'the Kedah‘ Gov-1

ernment

|

i
3

I
-
4

l".

I third with

“very
 love:! But(
Hasmah a determin-

‘The eldest Ismaﬂ»i ed.lass, first did her

housemanshlp at the\
vKuala, Lumpur Gene-
ral ‘Hospital. s

Homely

They were marrled ,
¥ at29 and lived in .a
two-room governmenb
“Elat.- ~Alor --Star:
When the children:
started . coming, they:
moved - to .a blgger
house v
For three. years hfe
was predictable. They:
started Work at eight.
.and - came home at
four. ' :
; Hasmah'’s - pla,cidxty Was;
ruifled when he resigned’’
4o start his own practice.
| “T*thought ~ our security
would . be shaken » T

The second” jolt came:
when -he decided to.run

“for Parliament, and &

the/ letter to
‘the Tengku.

“¢1 dreaded for his ar-
rest. T was shocked, for

he didn’t tell me.” But I

!.-trusted he would see hlm-

self out.”

i She stroked the cushion

on. her lap.. “I have . not
thought of-entering pohw
tics myself I’m homel
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