
he was away his wife chatted good-: / 

bu,m&redli of life with .hirn? She 
is a small, ,faiG ‘!wom$n wit” quiet 
n@nners and charming R ta k . 

The’ children’ .. cam$ tumhbing into -’ 
the: lourlge P~,., join us..Thera’ were the 
three brown’” bright-.byed, ;precocious 
little boys - Mirzan,: 13, ‘tiokzani, 11 
and Mukhriz, seven, ‘: -_ __. . 

Mokzani ,and Mukhriz had connived. ” 
to wear ‘identical orange wet-look’ 
shirts, ~l;l.uch to their mother’s amuse- 
ment. 

There &as quiet Ayesl-ia~ the Maha- 
‘thirs’ 12:year-old adopted daughter.‘ 
Qnly l&year-old Marinah, , their 
eldest,,was missing. She is studying at , 
the Tengkq Khursiah Col!ege I in Se- 

*remban. I I Tney were all In i lorip pants and 
. 



’ :%?sisters Saleha an’d / 
together -‘_ with1 

jam&h, : performed; 
: over Radio Malaysia1 

as the “Three Ali ,Sis-1 
:‘ters,” The ‘.war,inter-i 
rupted, her education. J 

’ When ‘it was over,j 
Hasmtih’. the most/ 
timid I of the Ali girls, / 
chose to’: do ‘medicine. 

, s Handicapped’: ‘, by an 
arts background,. Sl?e 

; ‘slogged through thei 
nence as the .country”$l course .at the Univer-I 

’ second M&lay~ proman ! sity.,of Singapore andi 
* ‘8 

j d’$$&tqer. tia,,y Moji :bohind her batch. 
graduated two years 

hamed ,Ali bin Taibj /‘.:, By then, h$ahathir 
a,member of, the’ Fed-; who “had courted her’ 
era1 Public Services : on the , campus in a 
Commission. She,grew/ succession of old Jalo-, 
UP in Kualti Lumpurl pies .+ that included ai 

: the hixth in a brihiant Fiat:and a Mayflower\ 
family of 10. ./ besides the. BSA 250,/ 

i was::;t medical .officerj 
wit& the ‘ICedah’ Gqv-I 
ernment. ,’ ,f j 

J 

/ 

;wo;room government 
ilat~~-:: irf ., -Alor - Star: 
When ’ :.the children: 
started coming, they., 
moved to, a bigger:, 
house. :. 

For three years life‘ 
was predictable. They’ 
started work’ at *,eight 
;t;.r came. home at” 

. 
Hasmah’s placidity was4 

hffled when he resigned’ 
b start his owri practice. 
‘(f’ thought our security 
would be shaken.” 

The second”’ jolt came 
when he decided to. run” 
for Parliament, and a 
third with the/ letter to 
the Tengku. 

“‘I aeaded for his ar- 
rest. I was shocked, for 
he didn’t tell me.’ But I 
trusted he would see him- . 

i self out.” 
I_ ‘She stroked the cushion 
i’ on her lap.. “I have not4 

’ thought of entering polii 
I tics ‘myself. I%.. homely, 

‘- __: A..~ ,’ 

_ 
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