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and can only pray and. hope that, the 
choice is a correct one and that he, will 
be accepted and supported by the’coun-, 
try generally” -_ Prime Minister Hussein 

The Prime Minister .~ answered with 
equal politeness and equal obliqCe$&d;~ 
and very much to. the,point as.the ques- 
tion was, framed,. that. the Agriculture 
post would be,filled.in due course, 

#On analysis, the’ Cabinet reshuffle 

and returning some confidence. to the, 
multiracial population vi&&s any ultra. 

turned, out tp be ,..a good exercise in 
balancing power; meeting some, expecta- 
tions of the :various.component, parties 
in the ruling National Front, checking 
the powerful lobbies within’, UMNO, 
calming some fears of foreign investors ^. _ 

as Deputy Prime 
There was a gasp in’. the,audience ofL 

pressmen and the iapplause that began, , 
before the anticipated, announcement , 
scattered and died. Searching glances’ 
around the Prime Minister’s office:filled 
the short, surprised silence. The Prime 
Minister himself closed his secret?:.file 
and, secured. the ‘red tape around it. He 
looked tense. His aides, including .the 
Information Minister, Taib Mahmud, 
looked as surprised as the rest ,of the 
audience. Y 

/ It then dawned on all present why 
the Premier had indeed launched his De- 
puty on a hope and a prayer. The choicy 
of Dr Mahathir as a potential successor 
must have been Prime Minister Hussein 
Onn’s most difficult decision since he 
took office.. i ’ ‘. .,, (’ 

In choosing Mahathir - author of the 
Malay Dilemma, a book which is still, 
banned here. for its highly ,provocative 
statement of Malay grievances and argu- , 
ments form special treatment for the bu-’ 
miputras (sons of the soil) -‘as Deputy 
Premier of’ a multiracial country ,m 
which the Chinese make up 35% of the 
population and the Indians lo%, Datuk 
Hussein Onn ended ,nearly two months 
of speculation but set in motion another. 
talking point for Malaysia’s minorities. 

The agonising issue: Will, Dr. Mahathir,, 
conventionally regarded ras’an inflexible 
Malay-firster, undergo a transformation, 
that ‘will win him trust and confidence, 
especially of the Chinese? 

Some of ‘his recent statements lead 
observers to believe, that hes.has such a 
transformation in mind. His national, 
language policy, too,, must see some, 
changes since it is yet another psue.that 
preoccupies the non-Malays, who feel 
that speed is not of the.essence in mak- 
ing Malay the sole. official and social 
language. ,. 

If the naming of the- controversial 
Education Minister,..was, a surprise, an- 
other,surprise distracted the newsmen al: 
most at once, and the;Prime Minister 
was asked questions ,- very obliquely in 
the nameiof politeness - why themost 
senior, Vice-President, of the’ United 

Malay. nationalism. While there have ” 
been privately:voiced reservations about 
the appointments -of Dr Mahathir as De-. 
puty ,Premier:, and Tunku .,Razaleigh 
Hamzah.as Finance Minister, the innova- 1 
tion that. has balanced the worry is the ‘1 
appointment ,,of : three .full. ,ministers i 
without, portfolio to assist the, Prime ., 
Minister. : ,: I, 

The new ministers include an Indian. o 
and a Chinese, ‘who i will assist Datuk 

:I Hussein’ in matters of. law and econo- 
mics. The two,,. Datuk Athi Nahappan :, 
and Tan, Sri Chong Hon Nyan, having 1 
served as deputy ministers of. law and !: 
finance, are seen by the ordinary Chi:, 1 
nese and Indians ‘as “deputy prime 
ministers “; and the fact that a third full 2 
minister, former deputy home minister. 

, 



,&h&, tlje Iate ‘P”un_ ,,A&j@~-WaZak ,oi’ ‘j 
$&jti :Hu&ein hi~~,@t%hen they a;“,&::j 
Mqutim. :‘3y+ appointing three’ ‘minis- ” 
‘teti td al&t,, him’f’the Prjme’ Minister :3 
.has 8r‘seffect: taken on the respo&ibilit)l,._i 
-f& S&uity, Law and Finance.1 l-&h?ls ” 
‘+w,‘@ained DefBncL, TarId at”he’an- 
*&@md so&~ after the Cabinet shuffle, 
‘,,j&p$j$iori~’ ivill be security. . 

,T;$i e&t, the Deputy Premier will ,,, 
:~v~.:.ta:‘cancentiate on Education; ?ti, 
$j&f*lici fraughht with enough problems, 
.&f’,thame obvious last ‘week when stu- 

Cabinet’JIas beejl‘ 
l,~~~fier&ll$.f; uninspiring and the news- 
r @~&#I&Y as ustial played UP the more: 
~$tisitive :tieti6,and‘ ignored the meaning- 
‘#$&len&s. The .Malay&n ,C4inese~As,~ 
;,,~de%ti~~~‘;~owevEr, has r$( sh&++ any’ 

?$fffi&J ‘eqthusiasin. From iti ‘centrkl 
+&$&@&es there is no‘ddtibt that the 
l?$t$ pias accepted the &emier’s dedii 
‘W$ ,but Dr Mahathir must a conscious. 
:##“the “&different react& is; a me&’ 
lure of I~&MCA’S disapibintrhent. The 
l&&&W”~derstands ihat he has in re- :. 
z&&t moziths actively w&ke’d td cl&nge 
hii image ’ among the Chinese Party as 
well as the predominantly Chinese Party 
Gerakan membership. 

Support from Party Gerakan, express- 
ed by the Penang Chief Minister, Dr Lim 

Chong En, wai Iukewarm and phrased h. 
terms that must :<iake the hew Deputy 
Premier r-ali::: that ‘the road ahead pro- 

iVJ,iSS &J $$. rough. Dx Lim said’ &at 
’ ‘“~&$& ~%&&$~.a has nn&e j&q choice md 

bhe couatsy r.zUsP suppopt h&&%” ‘%’ 

tai 
Anotiler National ??rohti pi&n=, Par- 
l.$m ,(Pl), h&s F&O failed td register 

anY enthusiasm’for the ch@ce of the 
Deputy Prir&“‘~r&t~r$~ ” :;., 1 

The major bolitical.‘bal;tiks in Sabah 
‘and SaraWak have unreservedly welcom- 
ed the new Cabinet. Although the Sara- 
wak National Party (SNAP) has &xh-, 
ed, silent, the leaders bf both Berjaya 
t&e opposition, and Tti~~-MustaphaV~ 
Uf3NO (United Sabah National.Orga&a- 
tion) in Kota Kinabalu &ave gone out of 

the WY’to express. tJ&.enthu$&sm for, 
Datuk Onn’s Cabinet,‘heapirrg praise on, 
the .neur ‘lead&ship with sdmethirac! like 
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