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Kuala Lumpur: %I have made 18
and . can only pray and- hope that the.
choice is-a:correct one and:that. he will
be accepted and supported by the coun~
try generally” — Prime Minister Hussein
Onn announcing {‘Mahathir Mohamed:

F’BLKW//

Malays " National Organisation (UMNO), -

Agriculture -Minister. Ghafar. Baba was

dropped from the Cabinet. Only.the day

efore, newspapers had headlined Gha-
ar on, t1p-offs

“choice for Deputy. ‘
. ‘The - Prime .; M1n1ster answered w1th

post would be: f111ed in due course.-
On analysxs,,the Cabinet . reshuffle
turned out: to be -3 good exerc1se in

balancmg power; meetmg some, expecta- .

tions..of the. -various : component partles
in'.the. ruhng Natlonal Front, checkmg
the. powerful lobbies
calmmg some fears of .foreign investors

as Deputy Prime ister.
There was a gasp. in-the audlence of‘
pressmen and’ the ;applause .that- began, ,

before :the . anticipated. announcement:

scattered and died. ~Searching glances,
around .the Prime Minister’s office filled
the short, surprised silence. The: Prime -
Minister himself : closed - his :secret™file
and.secured-the ‘red tape around: it. He -
looked  tense. His aides, including the
Information - ‘Minister, * Taib: Mahmud,
looked as surpnsed as. the rest of .the
audience;
“1t then dawned on all present why
- the Premier had indeed launched his De-

puty on a hope and a prayer.: The choice- "
of Dr Mahathir as a potential successor

‘must have been Prime Minister Hussein |
Onn’s most difficult dec151on smce he .
took:office.: .
In choosmg Mahathlr - author of the
" Malay Dilemma, a book which is still:
banned here: for its highly ‘provacative

statement of Malay gribvances and argu-

ments for special treatment for. the: bu-
miputras (sons of the soil) —“as Deputy
Premier of 'a multiracial country .. in
which the Chinese make up 35% of the
population and the Indians, 10%, Datuk
Hussein Onn ended:'nearly two months
of speculation but set in- motion another:
talking point for Malaysm s.minorities.

The agonising issue: Will, Dr. Mahathxr,

conventionally regardedas-an inflexible
Malay-firster, undergo a transformation
that- will win him trust and confldence
especially of the Chinese? .,
"~ Some of 'his recent.. statements lead
observers to believe that- he-hassuch a.
transformation in -mind. His national
language policy, too,. must-see some
changes since it is yet another issue.that
preoccupies . the non-Malays, who feel .
that speed-is not of the essence in mak-
ing Malay " the sole. official and. social
language.

If the naming of the controvers1a1
Education Minister .was a. surprise, an-
other surprise distracted the newsmen al-
most at once, -and thePrime. Minjster
was asked ‘questions. — very obliquely in
the name:;of. politeness — why the. most
senior Vice-President - of the United

'

within* UMNO,

and returning some confldence to the,
multiracial population vis- a-vis any ultra_

as’ Datuk Hussem S

) equal pohteness and - equal obhqueneSs
and. very much to,the .point as the ques-
tion - was, framed;’ that the Agnculture_

"Malay = nationalism. While there have

been .privately-voiced reservations-about
the appointments -of. Dr Mahathir as De-.
puty. .Premier;, and Tunku .Razaleigh =

Hamzah as hnance Minister, the innova-
tion that. has balanced the worry . is the

‘appomtment .of "three  full, ministers
“without portfoho to a351st the Prime '

Minister.

The new mnusters mclude an Indlan,lf

and a Lhmese ‘who _will assist Datuk

Hussein’ m matters of. law and econo- |

mics. The two, . Datuk Athi Nahappan
and Tan Sri Chong Hon Nyan, having -
served as deputy mmlsters of law and :
"fmance .are -seen by the ordinary Chi:,

nese and Indians as “deputy prime

ministers”; and the fact that a third full -

"minister, former deputy home minister, :
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. :g a7
gty the late ‘Tun Abdu! Razak o%
;m;tuk Hussein lumself whien they wpre.;
’ds;nmas. "By appointing three “minis:
“ters to--assist_ him?ithe Prime’ Minister 4
.has in effect’ taken on the respons1b1hty ¢
-for Security, Law and Finance.. ‘Hésids *
Lalsg tetained Defence, “and ad he-an-
°nouﬁced soon after the Cabinet’ shufﬂe
fonty will be security. "

- g efféct, the Deputy Premier will -
Have “to- concentrate on Education,-'a
‘gprtfolio fraught with enough problems, -
-3 berame- obvious last week whén stu-
cdents in Kuala Lumpur took over the
campus of;the Mara lnsmute of. Techno-

appointment ‘3s¥ Finance
lisids wf%'he new Minister'siname has |
9{ he pas year been synonymous with

- "pqpular Petropas Develop- "

powéred in effect,

. g The ,.:Prime Muuster has” ;also e~

Ver the shares of forelgn investors

equl economics adv;ser ]
‘appointment of a full minister to,
b in matters pertammg Wi re<

e Datuk Husipin’s copeern’ omer cor-
mpiibn mhlgh places ' .

unmspxrmg and the NeWs~ -
ive as usual played up the more:
: ews"and ignored the meaning-
f“f%sﬂences The Malaysian Chinese’ As-
mn, ‘however, has not ‘shéwn any' "
1 ‘enthusiasm. From 'its “tentral ‘
*'h%eadquarters there is no doubt that the,
" Pagty has accepted the Premier’s deci'
sxdn, but Dr Mahathir must be ‘conscious,
that ‘the inchfferent reactlon is,a mea-
sure of the MCA’s dlsappomtment The
‘ ‘,vmw undexstands that ‘he has in re- .

“went mornths actively worked to change
'his ‘image “among the Chinese Party as
well as the predominantly Chmese Party ;
Gerakan membership. ‘
Support from Party Gerakan, express-
ed by the Penang Chief Minister, Dr Lim

- Chong Eu, was lukewarm and- phrased in:
“terms that must miake the hew Deputy
. Premier r2alize that the road ahead pro-
wnises ¢ We wough, Dr Lim said’ that
: “’"‘aﬁﬁz Husstin has isde his choice and
the couniry st support him,” A
Another National Front paivtner Par-
tai Istam (PY), h&s also failed to register
any enthusiasm 'for the chpxce of the’
Deputy Prim¢ Mlmster. -
The- major political parties in Sabah
and Sarawak have unreservedly welcom-
ed the new Cabinet, Although the Sara-
wak National Party (SNAP) has remain+
ed silent, the leaders.of both Berjaya,
the opposition, and “Fud:- Mustapha’s
“USNO (United Sabah National Organisa-
tion) in Kota Kmabalu have gorie out of
.the way 'to express’ their enthusiasm for.
Datuk Onn’s Cabinet,” heapmg praise on.
U the ‘new leadership with somethmu ike.
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