12 OCT 2003

Zai nuddi n- Mahat hi r

APPRECI ATI NG DR MAHATHIR S SERVI CES | S NOT | DOLI SI NG H M SAYS
ZAlI NUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Efforts to appreciate Datuk
Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s services to the nation during his 22 years as
Prine
M ni ster cone fromthe peopl e thensel ves, said Deputy Infornmation
M ni ster
Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n.

He said the contributions and achi evenents of Dr Mahathir were
clearly
visible to others to see whet her inside or outside the country and
how
coul d certain people equate it with idolising him

"These irresponsi bl e peopl e do not see the positive side of
it," he
told reporters after opening a national -1evel narrative conpetition
here
t oday.

Zai nuddi n sai d he believed Ml aysi ans were smarter than that to
bel i eve
in such rubbish

Asked on many books witten by local witers on fallen
politicians but
not the country | eaders like first Prine Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra
Al -Haj, he said it was an attenpt by themto clear the i mage of such
| eaders and indirectly these witings could have influence on the
facts
relating to the country's history and politics.

Zai nuddi n al so wanted witers to wite on country's | eaders who
f ought
for i ndependence such as Tunku Abdul Rahman and Tun Husei n Onn.

There were of course books in English but they were not
translated into
Mal ay, nmaking it inaccessible to those who did not the | anguage, he
sai d.

On the conpetition, he hoped that the youths woul d take
advant age of
t he progress achieved by the country to better thensel ves.

Atotal of 15 state chanpions will vie for the chall enge trophy
and
RVB, 000.
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