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By: Nurul Isnaini Mislim

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Di stance nmeans not hi ng when
witing
on a subject close to one's heart and Bosni a- Her zegovi na Anbassador
to
Mal aysi a has done exactly that.

Though it is in the Bosnian | anguage, the 180-page book is
testinmony to
the rel ati onship that Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad cul tivated with the provinces of the forner Yugosl av
Feder ati on.

"As a Bosnian, |'mparticularly happy to have this book as a
ki nd of ny
personal contribution to the strengthening of the friendly relations
bet ween our countries," said Hajrudin Sonun.

He tol d Bernama that he had al ways been fascinated by Dr
Mahat hi r, ever
since he attended a |l ecture given by the Prinme Mnister at Sarajevo
University three years ago.

"Since then |'ve continued foll owi ng his thoughts, ideas and
st at esmanshi p, " he said.

Titled "Mahathir: Secret of the Malaysian Mracle," the book
anal yses
Dr Mahathir's 22-years of | eadership and his handling of major
events and
crises during the period including the Asian Econom ¢ Crisis and the
Bosni an War.

Sormun said he al so wanted to showcase the devel opnment of
Mal aysi a --
froma forner British colony to one of the wealthiest nations in
Asia --
largely due to the efforts of Dr Mahathir.

"His contributions are particularly intwo fields-- in the
econom ¢ and
i del ol ogi cal fields, especially in lIslamc issues," he added.

The fornmer journalist used a multitude of sources in the witing
of the
book, such as news reports, books by Dr Mahathir and testinonies
fromhis
fam |y and friends including Tun Dai mZai nuddi n (former Ml aysi an
Fi nance
M nister).

The book al so includes 15 phot ographs of Dr Mahathir's defining
moent s
and fromhis personal life.

"I wanted to show the personal aspects of his life as well,"



Sonmun
said. "Oher books don't show (Dr Mahathir's) commitnent to famly
life."

One phot ograph showed the 77-year-old | eader visiting the grave
of his
father, Mhamad | skandar.

Sonmun' s book al so has a phot ograph of the historic nonent during
t he
2002 UWNO Ceneral Assenbly when Dr Mahat hir announced his intention
to
resign.

The 65 year-old veteran di plomat said witing the book was not
easy
consi dering his position as an anbassador serving in Ml aysi a.

"Maybe it is the first tine in diplomatic history that an
anmbassador in
one country wites a book about the | eader of that country. 'l
have to
investigate it," he said, smling.

Sonun renmai ns confident he has given Dr Mahathir fair and
accurate
treat nent.

Launched | ast week in Sarajevo, efforts are currently underway
to
transl ate the book into English.

Sonmun's daughter, Lejla, is doing the translation.

Somun expects the English version of the book to be released to
t he
Mal aysi an market in Septenber this year, before the Prine Mnister
| eaves
office a nonth | ater.
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