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Abdul | ah- Leader s
EMJULATE DR MAHATHI R S COURAGEQUS LEADERSHI P, UWNO LEADERS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Umo Deputy President Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today cal |l ed on Unmo | eaders at various | evel s
to
emul ate Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s bol d and
cour ageous
| eadership in facing all forns of challenges to ensure the party's
success.

Abdul I ah, who is al so Deputy Prime Mnister, said it had been
proven
that Dr Mahat hir had succeeded in | eadi ng the party.

"Wth his courageous and credi bl e | eadershi p, he succeeded in
uni fying
all groups in Umo, nmaking Umo a progressive and viable party, and
can be
successful in future,” he said when speaki ng at the breaki ng of fast
function with the president and deputy president at the Putra Wrld
Tr ade
Centre.

Dr Mahathir will retire tonorrow after hel mng the country as
prinme
m ni ster and Umo president for 22 years.

Abdul l ah will be sworn in as the country's fifth Prime Mnister
at
| st ana Negara tonorrow.

Abdul | ah said the | eadership style displayed by Dr Mahat hir mnust
be
foll owed and erul ated by all.

"Every division head, youth, wanita and puteri chiefs and
committee
nmenbers nust foll owDr Mahathir's | eadership style.

"Each and everyone nust try to unite all the groups so that
there will
be nobody who will feel isolated and no squabbling with one anot her.

"Most inmportantly, we want Umo to be united, becone strong,
vi brant
and we wi || succeed," he said.

On behal f of Umo nenbers, Abdul | ah said he wi shed to convey his
sincere thanks and gratitude to Dr Mahathir for his i mrense
contri butions
to the party, especially to the Mal ays, and for turning Mal aysi a
into a
progressive and prosperous nation.

Al t hough everyone was sad that Dr Mahathir would retire fromal
post s,
Umo menbers were happy with his willingness to continue hel pi ng and



supporting the party, he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir's role to assist the party, albeit as
an
ordi nary menber, woul d hel p Umo to achi eve success.

He said Dr Mahathir's contributions through | eadership by
exanpl e coul d
enhance the party's position.

During the Umo Suprenme Council neeting this evening, Dr
Mahat hi r
expl ai ned t he approaches adopted by Umo to ensure the party
achi eved
bi gger success in future, he said.

He said Dr Mahat hir enphasi sed that unity was of paranount
i nport ance,
particulaly in the 14-party Bari san Nasi onal (BN), to ensure the
coalition
continued to struggle for the people and country.

He al so expl ai ned i ssues that need to be | ooked at seriously and
called
on all BN conponent parties to cooperate to propel the country to
greater
hei ght s.

Abdul | ah sai d he spoke on behal f of the suprene council and Umo
nenbers that they val ued the | eadership provided by Dr Mahathir to
Umo and
the country.

"We val ue his vast services and big sacrifice, his significant
contributions to the extent of maki ng Mal aysi a prosperous and wel | -
known
wor | dwi de, " he sai d.

Umo Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said a function
woul d be
held after the fasting nonth to thank Dr Mahathir officially for all
hi s
good deeds to the country and peopl e.

"Not only the whole nation is touched and feel a great |oss
foll owi ng
his retirenent, we knowthat this is the fate and we al so know Dr
Mahat hi r
has devoted all his efforts and energy to develop this country," he
added.

Thousands of Umo nenbers from 165 di vi si ons attended the
br eaki ng of
fast, followed by Isyak and Teraw h prayers.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned
Ali, Menbers of Parlianment and BN conponent party menbers, including
non- Musl i ms.
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