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Langkawi - Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R ARCHI TECT OF MODERN LANGKAW

By: Noor Hammad Variman and Zul kafli | brahim
LANGKAW , March 23 (Bernama) -- Langkawi residents, shopkeepers,
hot el i ers and governnent officials agree that without Prime M nister
Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's keen interest and untiring efforts, the
i sl and
resort will not be what it is today.
"He is the prinme nover the architect of Langkaw 's devel oprent, "
Langkawi District Council Deputy President Mansor Haji |snmail said.
"I always | ook forward to the Prime Mnister's visit as he has
SO many
good i deas on devel oping this place," Lee Boon, a trader said.
The Prinme Mnister inthe initial stage of Langkaw 's
devel opment wil |
make it a point to visit the island at | east every nonth to inspect
the
proj ects and propose newones to the | ocal officials.
"Langkawi has devel oped so nmuch and has become fanpbus because of
Dr
Mahat hir," said | smai|l Abdul | ah who sells souvenirs to tourists.
The Prinme M nister has put Langkawi on the world map and t hrough
hi s
efforts the island has seen rapid growm h and now boasts nore than 20
international standard hotels, a newinternational airport and ot her
facilities and al so had pl ayed host to various international events.
"Dr Mahathir has provided so many opportunities for the | ocal
people to
increase their income and live a better life," said a Ml aysian of
Thai
descent who now oper ates a food/ souvenir stall in Kuah.
As the venue for the "Langkawi D al ogue", as the retreat for
Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent, as host of the Langkaw
I nt ernati onal
Maritinme and Aerospace Exhi bition (Lima), Langkawi |nternational
Festi val
of Arts and various international standard sports events, Langkawi
had
gai ned nuch fame and i ncone and the man behind all this is the Prine
M ni ster, said a government official.
Langkawi which will be proclainmed a TourismCity by the Sultan
of Kedah
tomorrow wi | I be admi ni stered by a Muni ci pal Council .
Muni ci pal ity status while enhancing the i mage of the | ocal
authority on
the island woul d al so provi de for bigger Federal allocation that
coul d be
used to recruit professionals and better equi pnment to serve the



needs of

the 70, 000 Langkawi residents and the 30, 000 tourists who are
present in

Langkawi at any one time.

It is an achi evenent for Langkawi, frombeing adm nistered by a
Sanitary Board in the early years, it will be a TourismGCty run by
a
nmuni ci pal council. First Prinme M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman was anong
those
who served as President of the Board.

From Sanitary Board it becanme a Town Board in 1945 and in 1976
it
became a Local Governnent District Council and on April 29, 1987 it
was
upgraded to the Langkawi District Council and accorded duty free
status. On
Dec 6 | ast year it was gazetted as a Muni ci pal Council.

Froma staff strength of 11 inits early days, the present |oca
authority has 299 enpl oyees of whom 199 are contract or tenporary
wor ker s.

Anong t he nodern equi prent the council now has is a RMLOO, 000
" Bobcat "
whi ch can do the job of several people such as in the nursery, in
tree
pl anti ng, digging holes and rel ocating plants and trees.

It al so has a "beachconber" to clean up the beaches, two road
cl eaners,

20 gar bage col | ection trucks, three boats to check on sea pollution
and two
i nci nerators which can destroy 20 tonnes of garbage daily.

The Langkawi Munici pal Council's success in the area of
cl eanl i ness had
attracted the attention of several other | ocal authorities including
those
from Thai | and such as Surat hani and Phuket.

Surathani District head Soncthat Praditphorn acknow edged t he
rol e of
machi nes i n keepi ng Langkawi cl ean and sai d he woul d adopt such
nmet hods for
his own district which had a popul ati on 800, 000.

Meanwhi | e the President of the Langkawi TourismCity council
Dat uk
Ismail Hamid saidits elevation would not result in any increase in
rates
at least for now.

He urged people not to listen to rumours about inpending
i ncrease in
rates.

Wth its notto "Langkawi C ean and Beautiful", the Langkaw
Muni ci pa
Counci |l discharged its duties in close cooperationwithits staff
and the



rel evant authorities, he said.

Several ex-enployees of the | ocal Council were happy over the
new
status for Langkawi and expressed the hope that it would continue to
devel op and prosper.

Former overseer, Harun I brahim 61, of Kanmpung Padang Lal ang
Kuah sai d
it was a dreamcone true for Langkawi whi ch had progressed froma
renmot e
transit point for fisherneninto a major international touri st
resort.

"l magi ne the difficulty the workers went through in those days
gi ving
servi ce manual Iy but now we have all this sophisticated machinery,"
he
sai d.
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