03 NOV 2003
Mahat hi r - Accol ades
DR MAHATHI R CONTI NUES TO W N ACCOLADES

From Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELHI , Nov 3 (Bernama) -- For the fourth day in succession
and
t hree days after he handed over power to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi ,

t he Mal aysi an | eader, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad continues to win
accol ades in
I ndi an medi a.

The | eadi ng busi ness daily, Economic Tinmes, carried an article
t oday by
Wan Gungwu sayi ng Dr Mahathir "...becane a | eadi ng Asi an noder ni ser.
He
qui ckly took up a decisive constitutional battle against the
hereditary
Mal ay rul ers, the nine Sultans and succeeded in curtailing their
privil eges
and powers."

Havi ng overcone the inertia of conmunal suspicion and dynastic
traditions, Dr Mahathir was able to drive the country onto a course
of
rapi d i ndustrialisation.

Initially, says the author, "his anbitious plans to nake
Mal aysi a an
econom ¢ nodel for devel opi ng nations exposed himto both ridicule
and
adm ration.

"Many t hought that he was noving too far, too fast; that he was
expecting too nmuch from Ml ays asked to make the cul tural quantum
| eap from
village to boardroomin a generation

"But he was determ ned to break the traditional Ml ay nould and
succeeded in building a new- albeit still small - urban mddle
cl ass. ™

Dr Mahat hir, said Wan Gungwu in a three colum spread article
entitled
"The man, who nmade Mal aysi a" appears "to have been spurred on by the
success of nei ghbouring island-state of Singapore, briefly a part of
Mal aysia, onits swift march to first world status." The article
carries a
caricature of Dr Mahathir

The aut hor concl udes by saying "The conpetitive approach towards
Singapore is inline with the concerns he expressed in his
i nflluential
book, The Malay Di |l enma

"The goal is still to build a Ml aysia where Mal ays will al ways
| ead
non- Mal ay minorities in shaping the country's future. That, perhaps



is the
greatest continuity of all in Malaysia's | egacy of generational
rulers.”
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