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DR MAHATHI R COULD BE HONEST BROKER, SAYS HERI TAGE FOUNDATI ON

By: Sal my Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Dec 29 (Bernanma) -- Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad coul d
pl ay an
effective role as "honest broker" in finding a solution to sone
difficult
i ssues, especially inthe Islamc world where he i s known and
respect ed.

Edwi n J. Feul ner, president of Heritage Foundation, a think-tank
here,
saidinan interviewhere that the former prinme mnister, whois
known f or
his work in pronoting worl d peace, coul d open the channel s of
communi cat i on
with countries |ike Sudan and Yenen "where we (the United States)
have
serious problens."

"He could do very, very well in those areas -- he's a man of
i mense
talents and capabilities -- | don't think he'll just go horseback
riding or
book writing after his retirenent," sai d Fuel ner, who personal |y net
Dr
Mahat hir in October in New York where the |latter delivered his fina
speech

as prine minister at the United Nati ons General Assenbly.

He said that Dr Mahathir could play an influential role in
bringing the
Organi sation of Islam c Conference (O C) and t he Non- Al i gned
Movenent ( NAM)
into the nodern era -- use it as a forumfor positive changes as
Mal aysi a
chairs the two i nternational organisations.

On Dr Mahathir's record as prine mnister, Fuel ner described him
as a
"world class | eader who has nmade every Mal aysian | know very proud
to be a
Mal aysian -- more than other countries in Asia | have been to.

"He has played a historic role in nation-building and united his
di sparate popul ation in a short tinmne.

"My one criticismof Dr Mahathir is his rhetoric towards the
out si de
world -- his last speech (at the O C) did not | eave a good taste in
t he
mouth -- here in the West.

"H s achi evenents were unfortunately overshadowed by his very
of fensi ve
| anguage at the OCsunmt -- it nade a | ot of people forget his



success. "

Feul ner, who admires and respect Dr Mahathir, said that
bal ance,
he' || be seen as one of the great |eaders in East Asia."

On the new prine mnister, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi ,
Fuel ner,
who hosted a di nner for himwith Vice President D ck Cheney as guest
here
i n Washi ngt on about 14 nonths ago, said: "He is very different in
terns of

on

tenmperanent -- afirm fair and dignified | eader who is likely to
build on

the base built by Dr Mahathir and keep the nomentumgoing in the
right

direction."

Feul ner descri bed Abdul | ah, as "a very thoughtful and carefu
man, " who
has cal l ed for nore transparency i n governnent -- a good nove for
Mal aysi a
in moving to becone a nore open society.

In fact, he said, Malaysia can play a critical role in the
I'slamc
worl d and serve as a nodel for other Islanic countries.

He regretted that Mal aysia was | unped together with nine other
countries as a country that |lacks religious freedomin a recent US
government report on international religious freedom

"When in Malaysia, | neet ny Muslimfriends who tell ne about
their
pilgrimge to Mecca and a Christian friend who tells nme about his
tripto
the Vatican. This may not happen in sonme countries. There are
mosques,
churches and tenpl es everywhere -- Ml aysia is one of those

countries where
there is religious tol erance.”

Feul ner has extensive experience in public policy and in the
governnent. I n 1989, President Ronal d Reagan conferred the
Presidentia
Citizens Medal on himas a "l eader of conservatism" He is al so
aut hor of
five books including "Leadership for Anerica" and "The March of
Freedom "

The Heritage Foundation, founded in 1973, pronptes conservative
public
pol i ci es based on the principles of free enterprise, limted
gover nment and
a strong national defence.
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