19 DEC 2003
Abdul | ah-Tri but e
ABDULLAH DESCRI BES TUN DR MAHATHI R AS A GREAT STATESVAN

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnad
badawi has expressed hi s hi ghest appreciationto his predecessor Tun
Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamaed for the latter's contributions which have enabl ed
Mal aysi a
to energe as a successful nation, envied by others on the
i nternati onal
scene.

Describing the former Prinme Mnister as a great statesman with
exceptional ly high vision, Abdul | ah said: Tun's contri buti ons cannot
be

nmeasured. | represent all Ml aysians in thanking you for your
contri butions, guidance, ideas and opinions. Your sacrifices are
priceless.”

Abdul I ah said this at the Admi nistrative and Di pl onatic Service
Associ ation's annual di nner which also paidtribute to Dr Mahathir
and wife
Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

Paying a simlar tribute to Dr Siti Hasmah, Abdul | ah said she
had
sacrificed a lot for the country.

In alighter vein, Abdullah said he was happy to see that both
Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasmah | ooked fine since Dr Mahathir's
retirenment on
Cct 31.

"l think they are | ooking younger than | am Obviously the
chemistry of
bei ng toget her now i s worki ng wonders on them " he said, draw ng
appl ause
fromthose present.

Abdul | ah sai d under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, the country saw
rapid
i nfrastructural devel opnent whi ch put the country's nanme promninently
on the
wor |l d map, giving high value to the nane "Ml aysi a".

"It is arecognitionto political stability, econom c strength,
raci al
unity and high spirits of Ml aysians to devel op the country under
Tun's
| eader ship," he said.

Abdul | ah adm tted that his duty now was to nanage and mai ntain
t he
success achieved all these while and this could only be done with
t he



support of all Mal aysi ans.
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