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DR MAHATHI R ENDS CAREER W TH COLOURFUL LAST 100 DAYS

By: P.Vijian

KUALA LUWUR, Cct 31 (Bernamm) -- As the final curtain draws on
hi s
| ast 100 days in office, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was
still preoccupied with prescribing potent antidotes to Third Wrld
countries on howto nurture healthy econom es, anmong ot her things.

He di spl ayed neither an iota of tiredness nor any sign of
boredom even
after nore than two decades of | eading the nation and his swansong
was
peppered with firebrand vitriolic attacks -- a style that nade many
l'i ke or
di slike the vocal doctor-turned-politician.

When not westling with his detractors without any nmercy in his
fina
days in office, Dr Mahathir, like a flying doctor, fromBangkok to
Ti mor
Leste to Papua New CGui nea, woul d be chanting his econom c nantra and
prom sing Third Worl d | eaders that Malaysia will continue withits
pragmatic foreign and econom ¢ policies even after his departure.

During the |l ast days of his tenure, he took on hinsel f nammoth
t asks
rangi ng fromtackl i ng Musl i mwoes, gl obal econonmicills to grappling
with a
spat with the Jews.

Fromthe pristine RVM50-m | lion Putrajaya Convention Centre,
special ly
built to host the 10th Organi sation of |slamc Conference (A Q)
Summit, his
critical opening speech on the Jews created ripples around the gl obe
t hereby | obbing the rather dull sunmit into the international
['imelight.

Sone political observers felt that his remarks that "Jews rule
t he
worl d by proxy. They got others to fight and die for them" woul d
tarni sh
hi s excel | ent | eadership record, but Dr Mahathir did not buckle
under any
pressure, especially fromthe critical foreigners.

Neither did his ratings drop at home. Boldly he countered his
adversaries: "I amnot anti-west but | speak ny nmind. That is ny bad
habi t .

Sonetines | even criticise nmyself."

Hi s 1 ong cherished desire to uplift the | aggi ng Musli mnations

di d not



fade away even towards the end of his career

At the O C Sunmit he urged resource-rich Misli mnations to buck
up and
devel op their poverty-mired econom es to overcome pressing domestic
quandari es and prepare to conpete with the gl obalised worl d.

Just a day after taking over the O C chai rmanshi p Dr Mahat hi r
departed
for Bangkok to attend the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec)
Summi t.

There, despite the presence of several prom nent |eaders, Dr
Mahat hi r
captured t he audi ence by vehenently calling for fair trade i nstead
of free
trade that could be unfair nost tinmes.

He cauti oned Apec not to stray fromits traditional role -- for
whi ch
it was forned -- to pronote just trade and reduce econonic
i thal ances anobng
menber coutries.

"Security, mlitary and politics are matters not really for Apec
to
handl e, " said the premer.

But even as he spoke on econonics at Apec the anti-Senitic tones
continued to haunt him United States President George W Bush
cl ai med t hat
he rebuked Dr Mahathir but the prem er denied any such inci dent and
t agged
hi ma two-faced | eader

For a politician who graduated with a nedi cal degree, however,
econom cs renmai ned a passion and it was obvi ous during his | ast
regi ona
tour.

At his next stop in Yogyakarta, addressing the Asean Federation
of
Engi neeri ng Organi sati on, he rem nded the world of the dangers of
econom ¢
terrorismwhich is as bad as terrorists because it too can damage
thriving
econom es and i npoveri sh countri es.

Next, visiting the newy independent Tinor Leste, one of the
worl d's
poorest nations with | ess than a mllion popul ation, Dr Mahathir
gave an
assurance of Mal aysia's assistance to rebuild the country.

Later, with a teamof trade del egates he visited Papua New
Gui nea and
agreed to hel p noderni se the country.

Upon his return to Mal aysia, he addressed the People's
Progressi ve
Party's 50t h Annual General Assenbly the foll owi ng day and urged t he
peopl e
to conti nue doi ng things the Mal aysi an way -- sinply because that



was what
brought unity and prosperity to the nation.

W thout a noble culture, he cautioned that know edge gai ned
could ruin
soci eti es.

As Dr Mahat hir wapped up his political career today, he ended a
col ourful era that had nmesmeri sed politicians, econonists and the
| ayman.
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