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By: Azman U ang

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 29 (Bernama) -- Tun Sakaran Dandai, whose
tenure as
Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri ends on Tuesday, has described Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad as God's gift to the nation

He said Dr Mahathir was a | eader with vision as was evident from
hi s
success in bringing political stability to Sabah and unity toits
peopl e.

"l think Dr Mahathir is a | eader whom God has best owed on our
nati on.
W see his vision. W see, for exanple, howdifficult it is in Sabah
to
unite the people if you cannot see far ahead," he said in a speci al
intervieww th Bernama at his private residence in Likas, here.

Sakaran said the rotation systemfor the Sabah chief mnister's
post,
whi ch Dr Mahathir introduced in 1994, was an exanple of the prine
m ni ster's far-si ghtedness because it brought political stabilityin
t he
state which was previously rife with political upheaval s anong t he
vari ous
parties.

The | eaders of the Barisan Nasional conponent parties are
appoi nted as
chief mnister for a two-year termon a rotational basis and Sakar an
was
the first chief mnister to be appoi nted under the sistem

Sakaran, 72, however, held the post for only eight nonths before
he was
appoi nted Yang Di pertua Negeri exactly ei ght yeats ago.

He said that under the state constitution, the | eader of the
party that
won the npst seats in the state assenbly was appoi nted chi ef
m ni ster and
this was done in the past.

"The (Il eader of the) victorious party became the chief mnister
But
when he becane the chief mnister, he devel oped his own constituency
and
the others were |l eft behind. As a result, sone places in Sabah were
| ef t
behi nd.

"Dr Mahathir sawall this and it was thank to this vision that
he
devi sed the rotati on systemfor the chief mnistership,” he said



The veteran politician, who had fought for independence for
Sabah
t hrough the Mal aysi an federation in the early 1960's, said that
besi des
creating political stability, the rotation systemal so brought
justice to
all the communities in the state.
Sakaran believed that the systemcould al so reduce the
politicking in
Sabah.
"There's political stability, justice for all the comunities,
S0 every
comunity feels that it has been given equal opportunity, there's no
rel egation, no oppression.
"And when every conmunity is given equal opportunity and their
| eader
made chief mnister he will support his people as well as the
ot hers. Maybe
fromthis rotation, unity can be strengthened, politicking reduced
and
attention focused on bringi ng devel opnment to the people," he said.
He was al so asked to comment on the perception that when a

person is

appoi nted chi ef mnister he has too nuch power and that power is
easily

abused.

He said: "Such situations have happened nany ti nes and have al so
not
happened. Fromtine to ti ne, whoever the chief mnister is, there
will be
occasi ons when there are too many pl ans, requests and applicati ons.
So al l
t hese applications pronpt us to find ways to fulfil their requests.
Ve
derive our power fromtheir support.
"So, to repay their deeds, we try to find ways to hel p them and
this is
al so the advice of Dr Mahathir, that when hol ding the reins of
adm ni stration, do the best you can to fulfil what you have
pl edged. "
However, he said, the weakness of the systemwas that in two
years a
chief mnister only had tinme to plan and then he was repl aced.
Sakaran sai d that another vision of Dr Mahathir's that had conme
to
fruition was his proposal in 1991 to bring Umo to Sabah so that the
peopl e
of the state could be united and coul d enj oy devel opnent |ike those
in the
ot her states.
"When we first attai ned i ndependence we were united under the
Al liance



governnent but in the end we split and Parti Berjaya and Parti
Bersatu
Sabah (PBS) were forned. Al these parties have been tested by the
peopl e
and our | eaders. And Sabah was caught in disunity and this was
detrinmenta
to the people because it was difficult to bring devel opment. But we
are
thankful to Dr Mahathir for his views and for bringing Umo to
Sabah, " he
sai d.

He said that with the support of the federal |eaders the people

of
Sabah coul d unite and | eaders fromUsno (which was di ssol ved
foll owi ng

Umo's entry), Berjaya and PBS joi ned Umo.

Sakaran al so said that security in Sabah was very good now
conpar ed
with the time before the federal governnent stepped in.

"W see that previously the Sabah east coast was al ways pl agued
With
robbers and pirates but with the federal governnent taking an
interest in
Sabah and the police and military facilities and patrols in place,
we see
peace.

"The fishernmen are no | onger afraid of raids by pirates. The
entry of
illegal inmmgrants has been curbed. Peace in Sabah is al so
attracting
i nvestors and tourists because the peopl e are confident that our
state is
saf e and prosperous, our cultures are respected and we are united
and
tolerant. This is very inmportant,"” he said.

On his future, he said he would use his 54 years' experience in
vari ous
posts, including as a federal cabinet mnister, to help devel op
| sl am and
devote the rest of his life to the religion

He woul d al so hel p his children and grandchil dren gai n know edge
and
join his friends in social work.
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