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Asi a- Power
DR MAHATHI R I S SECOND MOST PONERFUL MAN | N ASI A- ASI AVEEK

By: Tan Hock Guan
SI NGAPORE, May 22 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i s stronger than ever says Asi aweek and has noved
hi m up
to nunber two inits list of 50 nost powerful individuals in Asia.
Dr Mahat hir was ranked fourth in the i naugural 1996 Asi aweek
Power 50 -
an annual ranking of Asia's 50 nost powerful and influential people.
Asi a's nmost powerful individual this year is Chinese President

Ji ang
Zeni n, who was ranked second | ast year, while 1996's nunmber one --
Presi dent Suharto of |Indonesia -- is nunber three in 1997.

O hers in the top 10 are Rupert Murdoch (Chai rman and CEO of News
Corp.) nunber four, Chinese Vice-Prem er Zhu Rongji number five,
Japanese
Prinme M nister Ryutaro Hashi nbto six, Tai wanese President Lee Teng-
hui
seven, Liem Sioe Liong (Chairman of SalimG oup) eight, Thai King
Bhumi bo
Adul yadej nine and Brunei Sultan and Prinme M ni ster Hassanal Bol ki ah
at
number 10.

The Power 50 ranking for 1997 is detailed in the May 30th edition
of
Asi aweek, the Hong Kong based weekl y. Asi aweek, founded in 1975, has
Ti me
Warner as its parent conpany.

Asi aweek Assi stant Managi ng Editor Ricardo Saludo told reporters
here
today that Dr Mahathir was now "arguably the nost prom nent
spokesman for
Asi a and t he devel opi ng worl d".

"At the sane tinme, Mahathir's vision continues to guide Ml aysi a,
now
toward a high-tech future," he said. Asinultaneous press conference
was
hel d i n Hong Kong to hi ghlight the Asi aweek Power 50.

Sal udo sai d i n choosi ng and ranki ng the Power 50, Asiaweek | ooked
at
four maj or kinds of power - political power, econom c power,
religion and
the cl out of coercive force, whether exercised by | egitinate arned
forces
or crine syndicates.

For these, he said for the second year in a rowin the Power 50
wer e



the chief of the People's Liberation Arny, General Staff Zhang
Wanni an and
t he Dragon Head of the Sun Yee On triad i n Hong Kong.

O the Power 50, 23 are political |eaders, 16 tycoons and CEGs,
four
religious | eaders, three economnic policy nakers, two royalties, one
mlitary commander and one crime boss.

Four Mal aysians are in the Power 50, conpared to Japan with the
most at
seven, China five and I ndonesia five.

Apart fromDr Mahathir, Ml aysia's hotel and property tycoon
Robert
Kuok Hock Nien is at nunber 13 (15 in 1996), businessman and UVNO
treasurer
Tun Dai m Zai nuddin is at nunber 32 (31 in 1996) and Acting Prine
M ni ster
and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimis at nunber 34 (41 in
1996) .
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