14 AUG 2000
Che Det - Book
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES BOOK ON HI S | NVOLVEMENT | N BUSI NESS

ALOR SETAR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- A book entitled "Che Det dan
Pekan
Rabu" was today | aunched i n recognition of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s contribution to the devel opnment of Pekan Rabu, a
popul ar
Mal ay bazaar here.

The book, witten by Zahi di Datuk Zai nol Rashid, gives an
account of Dr
Mahat hir' s invol vement in business as a youth there and the
devel oprment of
the famous bazaar in Alor Setar.

Zahidi is currently Head of the Circul ati on Department, Kedah
Public
Li brary Cor porati on.

Dr Mahat hir | aunched the book at the Pekan Rabu conpl ex.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister said the publication of the
book was
a great honour to him

"Thi s pl ace has taught ne nuch about busi ness and econonics
which are
very inmportant to me in hel ping to think about howto manage and
adm ni ster
t he econony and protect the country when it is attacked by currency
rogues, " he said.

Dr Mahathir is known to have a special relationship with Pekan
Rabu.

According to the notes in the souvenir programme, when the
Japanese
occupi ed Mal aya during Wrld War Two, all school s were cl osed down
and t he
only school s that were open were those teaching the Japanese
| anguage, but
Dr Mahathir did not attend such schools.

It was then that he ventured into business setting up a coffee
shop
with two friends known as "Pak Jo" and "Nana". The shop al so sold
"cendol ",

a sweet local drink, and fruits.

Despite his young age, Dr Mahathir was appoi nted nanager of the
shop.

In 1957, he resigned fromgovernnment service and started his own
busi ness. Besi des opening a clinic, he al so ventured into the
transport and
quarry business with his friend.

Each time he returns to Alor Setar, Dr Mahathir never fails to



visit
t he bazaar whi ch had taught hi mthe rudi nents of business.
He has been a menber of the Koperasi Pekan Rabu, which has 239
nmenbers,
since Dec 31, 1959.
The exi sting conplex was officially opened in 1978 by Dr
Mahat hir, when
he was Deputy Prime M nister.
Dr Mahathir had previously witten a book entitled "A Quide for
Petty
Traders" based on his experiences when he was i n business.
The book "Che Det dan Pekan Rabu" is available in the market
begi nni ng
today at an offer price of RVMBO, conpared to the normal price of
RML20. The
of fer price is only applicable today.
The book was published by the Kedah Public Library Corporation.
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