29 COCT 2003
Dr Mahat hir-M nutes/ (with pix)
DR MAHATHI R SI GNS M NUTES OF HI S LAST CABI NET MEETI NG

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
t oday
signed the m nutes of the | ast Cabinet neeting he chaired before
retiring
on Friday after being the country's Prime Mnister for 22 years.

The historic event recorded by dozens of press photographers
t ook pl ace
at 12.30pmsoon after the 883rd neeting of the Cabi net ended.

Dr Mahat hir signed the minutes in the presence of Deputy Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who wi ||l succeed him and ot her
Cabi net
m ni sters.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Razak, met by reporters |ater,
said
Dr Mahat hir had expressed his thanks to all Cabi net nmenbers for
their
support all these years.

"He hopes that they woul d give the sanme support to Pak Lah," he
sai d.

He said Dr Mahathir al so reni nded the Cabi net nenbers to
continue to
wor k toget her to devel op the country.

Yout h and Sports M ni ster Datuk Hi shanmuddi n Hussei n neanwhil e
said Dr
Mahat hi r enj oyed chairing his | ast cabi net neeting.

At the nmeeting, he said Abdull ah al so spoke on behal f of the
cabi net
nenbers and congratul ated Dr Mahathir for all his achi evenents.

"He al so said that the Cabinet ministers had pl edged to carry on
With
the nation's m ssion and objectives set by Dr Mahathir," he said.

Second Finance M nister Datuk Dr Janmal uddin Jarjis said the
country was
i ndebted to Dr Mahathir for two reasons.

First, Dr Mahathir had succeeded in transform ng the country's
econony
fromthat based on agriculture to nmanufacturing and i ndustries, and
second
inrescuing the country fromthe financial crisis of 1997-98 by
using his
own- desi gned financi al rescue nodel

He said the world, including the International Mnetary Fund
(I'MF), had
even acknow edged Dr Mahathir's nethod as the best formula to bring
t he



country out of the crisis which hit the whole of Asia.
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