27 JUN 2003
UVB- Thought s
"DR MAHATHI R S THOUGHTS" TO BE COURSE PROGRAMME AT SABAH U

KOTA KI NABALU, June 27 (Bernamma) -- Universiti Ml aysi a Sabah
(UNB)
will introduce "Dr Mahathir's Thoughts" as a course programe, its
Vice
Chancel l or Tan Sri Prof Dr Abu Hassan O hman said t oday.

"Dr Mahathir is aleader with very vast experience and a world
statesman/ Hence his | eadership traits shoul d be studi ed,” he said.

Dr Abu was speaking to reporters after attending the
" Professor's
Lecture on Cell Mol ecul e, Biology and Bi odi versity" by Prof Dr Ho
Coy Choke
of the UMS Faculty of Science and Technol ogy at Li kas Bay here.

Dr Abu said the UMS woul d i ntroduce "Dr Mahathir's Thoughts"
t hr ough
t he Language and Knowl edge Medi um Centre once the University Senate
gave
its approval.

"The books witten by the Ri ght Honourable Prine Mnister will
al so
becone university texts," he said.

On the suggestion by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Prine
M ni ster's Department Datuk Khansi yah Yeop that students go for
doubl e
maj ors, Dr Abu Hassan said the UMS was al ready i npl enenting a
simlar
pr ogr anme.

Students were asked to major in one field and take up anot her
field
that woul d strengthen the original course progranre.

"For instance, engineering students will study busi ness and
sci ence
students will take up marketing and this we are inplenenting at the
USM and
we wish to expand it," he said.

On the Sabah university academc staff, Dr Abu Hassan hoped 80
per cent
of themwoul d have the PhD by 2010.

"We are taking in qualified |local (Sabah) l|ecturers but we are
not
conpronmi sing on quality as the UMS is not an agent providing
enpl oynent . "

On the use of English, the UMS was abi di ng by the governnent
directive
that English be used in the teaching of science and engi neeri ng
subj ect s.

"At present about 50 per cent of the UMS course progranmes are



conducted in English and we will expand this," he said.

On the Sabah university's cooperation with universities in
China, Dr
Abu Hassan said efforts were bei ng made to have exchange progranmes
i nvolving | ecturers and students in the areas of science,
engi neering and
her bal medi cine (alternative nmedicine).

"l have visited several universities in Beijing and Shanghai and
identified those for the exchange programe and cooperation," he
sai d.
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