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Mahat hi r - Edi t or
ECONOM CS EDI TOR PRAI SES MAHATHI R S ACHI EVEMENTS

MELBOURNE, April 16 (Bernama) -- Al eading Australian journali st
t oday
prai sed t he achi evenents of Mal aysia, giving full credit to Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for his outstandi ng | eadership.

Witing in "The Age" newspaper, its economcs editor, Tim
Col ebat ch,
said that not all Australians were aware of how Dr Mahat hir had
transf or med
Mal aysi a, addi ng that Dr Mahathir was "a | eader who brushes asi de
conventional thinking, plans for the |l ong term and nakes t hose
pl ans
become reality".

"Looki ng down over the forest of stylish skyscrapers, parks and
freeways that is Kuala Lunmpur today, it is hard to believe that 30
years
ago Mal aysia was a Third Wrld country where nost peopl e were poor
farmers
and exports were nostly rubber and tin," Col ebatch said.

It is now an upper-niddle-incone country, one of the world' s 12
| ar gest
manuf act uri ng exporters, where virtually every child grows up well -
fed,
wel | -school ed, with a TV set, safe water and good health care, and
to be
m ddl e-cl ass neans owni ng a car and a horme conputer, he said.

He said further, "even on the bunmpy ride of the past 10 years,

t he

econony has grown al nbst twice as fast as Australia's, closeto 7
per cent

a year. That will be hard to sustain in future”.

He said, "with real incomes per head only a third of
Australia's, Dr
Mahat hi r' s goal of catching up to the West by 2020 | ooks a bi g task
But
failure woul d not be for want of |eadership"

Col ebat ch, who has just returned here after being a guest of the
Mal aysi an Government, said Dr Mahathir's thinking devel oped as a
serious,
even needy Muslimboy in a |l and under col onial rule.

H s crusade today against free trade and the "neo-1i beral
religion"

(econonmic rationalisn) reflects a conviction that the West is still
out to

shape the world in ways it can dom nate, ruling the markets of other
countries as once it ruled their governments.



"His driving passionis to make Malays (and, to a | esser extent,
t he
Chinese and Indian mnorities) masters in their own house. But
par adoxi cal ly, their econom c success has cone primarily from
attracting a
massi ve amount of foreign investnent that has hel d unenpl oynment
bel ow 5 per
cent for years."
Col ebatch said that as Prine Mnister for 21 of Malaysia's 45

years, Dr

Mahat hir has had the prime responsibility for maki ng gover nnent
policies

wor K.

"And those who criticise himon other issues agree that he has
rai sed
t he conpet ence of governnment in Mal aysi a, and done so by exanpl e, "
Col ebat ch sai d.
Col ebat ch said that when Dr Mahat hir has taken on the
conventi ona
econom ¢ Wi sdom as in 1998 when he i nposed tenporary capita
controls and
ended currency trading, tinme has generally proved himright.
"How long will he last? Now 76, he conpl ains of feeling very
tired, and
| ooks it. Yet observers in Kuala Lunpur believe he will seek yet
anot her
five-year term possibly at an early el ecti on next year," he said.
Col ebatch said that Dr Mahathir had | asted so long partly
because, for
all hisrigidity, he has altered course when circunstances warrant.
"He m ght need even nore flexibility to neet the chall enges of
hi s
final years," he said.
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