13 DEC 1998

Ummo- Mahat hi r ( For ei gners)

FOREI GN POAERS NEED NOT | NTERFERE | N MALAYSI A S AFFAI RS, SAYS DR
MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
t oday
rem nded foreign powers not tointerfere in Malaysia's donestic
affairs
because its | eaders can | ead the country better than t hem

The prinme mnister said Mal aysians were in a better positionto
admi ni ster their country and di d not need the forei gners' advi ce.

"I'n the 400 years our country was under col onial masters,
Mal aysi a' s
progress was very limted. W govern our own country for 40 years
and our
devel opnent is hundreds of tines bigger than theirs.

"They should | earn fromus,"” he said in his adjournment speech at
the
Umo speci al general assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a woul d not bowto foreign powers as | ong
as
t he country was under Umo's | eader shi p.

"This race (West) should not to teach us, we know our country
better
than them we will not bowto them God willing," he said

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans coul d not foll ow Wstern ways because
the
West ern powers were i nconsi stent and constantly changed their stand
to suit
thei r own purpose.

For exanpl e, he said, the West had previously | auded socialism
and
condemed capi tali smbut had nowreturned to capitalismw th the aim
to
control the whole world.

The West al so consi dered t hose who opposed capitali smas out dated
and
i gnorant of nodern nethods, he said.

"W cannot accept their capitalism W nust hold true to systens
t hat
have our val ues," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans were religious people and nmust hol d
onto
religion and spirituali smbesides concentrating on activities that
could
enrich the race and country.

He said the West's sel fishness was cl early seen when they were
quick to
rush to defend Kuwait fromlraqi attacks but did not do anything to



stop
t he oppression of Miuslins i n Kosowo.
"I'n Kuwait, they were only protecting their own interests,

especi al ly
their interest in petroleum They wanted petroleumfromKuwait so
t hey

def ended Kuwait, ostensibly to safeguard human rights but actually
to
saf equard their petroleumrights." he said.
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