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YALA (Sout h Thail and), Feb 4 (Bernanma) -- Forner Commruni st Party
of
Mal aya (CPM strongman Rashi d Mai di n has heaped prai ses on the
| eader ship
of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who has brought a
| ot of
devel opment to Mal aysi a, sone of it which he describes as beyond
expect ations.

Rashi d, 85, who stays in a village not far fromhere, said from
what he
heard and read through the nmedi a, Mal aysi a has | eapt fromone
success to
anot her under the brilliant stewardship of Dr Mahathir.

Thi s includes producing its own national cars, something never
dr eant
of during the colonial days, Rashid told Mal aysi an journalists who
visited
hi s house i n Kanpung Chul aporn, Yaha, 60kmfromhere yesterday.

"I'f not him(Dr Mahathir), then who el se?

"You (journalists) tell me. Other parties other Datuks
(1 eaders), what
have t hey done?".

Rashi d, the former comuander of CPM s 10th Regi nent, said he
sees a
sincere |l eader in Dr Mahathir.

"This is clear, who is sincere for the nother | and. Do not think
t hat
t hese success just cropped out on their own," said Rashid who |ives
in the
remote village with his wife Sal amah Abdul | ah, 73, over the past 10
years.

Rashi d said he is thankful for the peace he enjoys now despite
not
staying in his own country.

"I amthankful for the governnment for helping ny forner nen to
resettle
in Mal aysia. Last tine they are ny men," said Rashid who reads the
Berita
Hari an everyday.

Asked on why he prefers to stay in Thailand, Rashid said he is
willing
toreturnto Malaysia if he is offered better nobnetary incentives
and ot her
facilities.

So far, Rashid said he is contented with the 540 baht (RMb0) a
nmonth he



recei ves fromthe Thai governnent apart fromthe | and and |ivestock

Rashi d who is al so the Kanpung Chul aporn head hopes that the
terrorist
i mage still being | abel |l ed agai nst former CPM| eaders and nenbers be
di scar ded.

"G ve us sonmething (rights), we have been | abelled terrorists
for tens
of years," said Rashid who perfornmed the Haj pilgrimge with his
wfe two
years ago.

Rashid, who last visited his famly in Gopeng, Perak two years
ago,
sai d despite staying in Thailand, he follows current devel opnents in
Mal aysi a t hrough t he nedi a.

From Mal aysi an newspapers whi ch he buys in Yala daily, Rashid
said he
i s disturbed over news on sone i ssues in the country.

Rashid said he is bored by the many all egati ons thrown by
certain
parties in the country and feel s uneasy when readi ng t hese cl ai s
and
al | egati ons.

Asked on the militant activities of the Kunpulan Mlitan
Mal aysi a (KMV)
and Al Maunah, Rashid said these groups can retard the country's
growt h and
devel opnent .

"This (violence), where does it |leads to," said Rashid, who is
| eadi ng
t he kanpung fol ks in building a nbsque in the village.

He said the nosque is 70 per cent conpleted and hopes to finish
its
construction with assi stance frompublic contributions.

Anong t hose who visited the village, which has 100-odd dwel |l ers
conprising former CPMnenbers and their famlies, are Perlis Menteri
Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mand forner Satun Province kadi Datuk Mara
Noh.
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