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ASEAN S ' SURPRI SE' TRI BUTE AN HONOUR FOR PM SAYS SYED HAM D

By: Sal bi ah Said & Openg Onn

NUSA DUA, (Bali) Cct 5 (Bernama) -- The "surprise" tribute for
Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad fromthe Association of South East Asian
Nat i ons
(ASEAN) at the Leaders' Sunmit on Tuesday, has been described as an
honour
for the Mal aysian prem er and the nation.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the
tribute
or gani sed by | ndonesi a, which currently hol ds the ASEAN chair, and
host of
the Ninth ASEAN Sunmit in Bali, was intended to be a surprise for Dr
Mahat hi r.

"It is not supposed to be announced. The intentionis to be a
surprise
for PM | don't know howto handle this,” he told a nedia conference
here
t oday.

Ham d was taken by surprise when asked on the tribute, whichis
contained in the progranme for the Ml aysian nmedi a covering the
Ni nt h ASEAN
Sunmmit and other related neetings fromQct 5 to 8 here.

On the schedul e, I ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Soekar noputri
will pay
tribute and present a nenmento to Dr Mahathir after the signing of
t he
hi st ori c ASEAN charter known as the Bali Concord I

The Bali Concorde |1, or the Decl arati on of ASEAN Concord ||
will
reinforce the three main pillars of economc integration, security
and
soci al devel opnent, in a nove which is expected to bind the grouping
mor e
tightly together.

The new charter refers to an ASEAN conmunity with "three
pillars": the
ASEAN Economi ¢ Conmuni ty, the ASEAN Security Conmunity and t he ASEAN
Soci al
and Cul tural Community.

"Tous it is not only an honour for the PMin his persona
capacity,
but al so an honour for our country," said Syed Ham d, noting that
this is
the first tinme that ASEAN nenbers are organi sing the special event
for Dr
Mahat hir, who retires end of this nonth.



