14 OCT 2003
Mahat hi r -1 nt ervi ew
I WOULD HAVE QUI T ON JUNE 22 LAST YEAR, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 14 (Bernama -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
sai d t oday
he woul d have quit his post as Prine Mnister on June 22 | ast year
had he
been al | owed to conpl ete his unfini shed speech at the Umo Genera

Assenbl y
t hen.
Dr Mahat hir said he was al ready prepared to step down on that
day
itself.
In an exclusive intervieww th Bernama here -- his | ast

interviewwth
the medi a before he retires as Prime Mnister and Umo presi dent on
Cct 31
-- he recounted details of the renmaining page of his speech which
was | eft
unconpl et ed because Umo Suprenme Council nenbers, overcone by
enot i on,
surrounded hi mand overcone by enotion hinself, he did not get to
read the
| ast parts of his hand-written speech.

Asked if his resignation would still take effect at the end of
this
nont h had he been all owed to conpl ete his speech, he said:" No, no,
no. If
| had been allowed it woul d have been ny | ast official function that

day
itself.

" | would step down that day itself. | considered of course to
conti nue

because there were appeal s, including the appeal fromPak Lah
(Deputy Prime

M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) who wanted nme to stay. |f
he had

said no and that he was ready to take over and all that, | would
have
st epped down.

" Yes, had | been allowed to continue.... | was al ready prepared
to

step down that day itself," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if he had been allowed to finish his speech, he
had
wanted to explain that he would be letting go of all roles in the
party and
Government as well as to explain that he had stayed on till then
because he



wanted to put the party and econony in order

Reiterating that he had originally intended to retire in 1998,
Dr
Mahat hir said that the economc crisis and the problemhe had with
his then
deputy, Datuk Seri) Anwar |brahim had prevented hi mfromdoing so.
"So |
stayed back," he said.

Last year, when the Umo General Assenbly was held, Dr Mahathir
sai d he
felt he had managed to put the party back in order and the econony
was al so
on the right track, and, therefore, it was theright tinme for himto
| eave.

"That is all | wanted to say, nothing sensational," he said.

And he woul d have | eft, he said, had Abdull ah told himthat he
(Abdul I ah) was ready to take over

“"I'f | had been allowed it woul d have been ny | ast official
function
(on) that day itself... | would have stepped down that day itself."

But he only agreed to continue until after the Non-Aligned
Movenent
(NAM and O C Sunmi t s because peopl e i ncl udi ng Abdul | ah want ed hi m
to stay.

During the June 22 assenbly, Dr Mahathir's voi ce broke just as
he
announced his intention to retire. Menbers of the Suprene Counci
rushed to
the rostrumand crying, told himhe could not step down.

The prine minister, who did not get to finish his speech, was
t hen
ushered into a waiting roomwhil e Abdul |l ah tabl ed an enmer gency
resol ution
urging del egates to reject Dr Mahathir's resignation. The del egates
unani nousl y endorsed the resol ution.

The foll owi ng day, Abdullah | ed a del egation of the party's top
supr ene
council menbers to neet Dr Mahat hir and appealed to himto stay on.
It was
then that Dr Mahathir agreed to | eave only after the O C Sunmit.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked why he chose the Umo General
Assenbly to
announce hi s resignation.

The Prinme Mnister said he had tried telling his senior
col | eagues
i ndividually of his intention to step down. But each time he brought
t he
subj ect up, they would tell himhe could not doit.

"1 told Tan Sri Khalil (Umo secretary-general) that | wanted
to
resi gn but he said no.. no..don't resign

" 1 thought that if | don't nmake a public announcenent, peopl e



will not
think I'mserious. (By making) a public announcenent especially at
an Umo
caucus, which | regard as the nost inportant forumfor ne, then
there woul d
be no goi ng back.

"By maki ng a public announcenent,if | retract, ny credibility
woul d be
gone."

Asked why he was adanmant about quitting as pl anned despite
appeal s by
Mal aysi ans fromall walks of Iife for himto stay on, he said:" One
of the
things | was taught when | was small was that | shoul d not overstay
if I go
to a person's house. You nust get the feel about whether people
still want
you to stay or not, so don't overstay your wel cone"

" Soit's the same with being in authority, if | overstay ny
wel come
and wait until people hate ne then | step down, then it won't be
very
ni ce".

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked why he did not seemto be obsessed
with
power al though he holds a very powerful position as prine mnister.

" Power or authority is necessary in order to enable you to
carry out
certain things. Had I not been Prine Mnister | would not be able to
do
things. | had many experi ences where perfectly good suggestions were
t ur ned
down as not possible or foolish or whatever".

" But when | becane prime nminister then | can carry through ny
own
suggestions. So | becane nore effective. That power is used in order
to do
things for the country, not for yourself. If you do things for
your sel f
people will hate you", he said.

The prinme mnister said he was steppi ng down al t hough at the
sanme tinme
he had spoken about his "unfini shed busi ness".

" There will always be unfinished business. If you were to wait
unt i
you finish all your business, you will never step down.

'"So | amresigned to the fact that | have to | eave even if if |
can't
finish the business and hopefully the peopl e who succeed e wi ||
carry on",
he said.

Asked why he did not wait until after the next general election



to do
so, he said there woul d al ways be one general el ection after anot her
in the
country.
" There will be general election and general election. If we
finish one
election we'll have to wait for another ... you'll never step down".
Dr Mahat hir pointed out that he was stepping down nowto give
the new
| eadership sufficient time to take over and to |l ead effectively.
That was why he wanted to step down in June | ast year, hal f-way
t hr ough
the five-year electoral term
"1 have already told nyself that I would help (canpaign in the
el ection).
The prine mnister was al so asked to coment on Paki st an
Pr esi dent
Pervez Musharraf's views that he had becone becone public property
and
could not retire fromthe international stage because he had a | ot
to
contribute to the Musli mworld.
" If | amrequired to do anything that is productive, yes | wll
be
willing to contribute, not in an official position because | will
not be
abl e to have the kind of authority that | have in Mal aysia as prine
mni ster.
" So the only contributions that I can make i s maybe i deas.
feel that
ny contribution even in Malaysiais in terns of ideas ...not so nuch
authority as ideas. Authority is necessary in order to inpl enent
i deas.
W thout ideas authority is useless, sothat's ny contributions"
- - BERNAMA
KH JH AU
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