17 MAR 2002

| MRAN PRAI SES DR MAHATHI R FOR DEFENDI NG MJSLI M RI GHTS

DUBAI, March 17 (Bernama)-- Forner cricket superstar-turned-
politician
I ntan Khan has prai sed Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad for defending the rights of Mislimns.

Khan, who is the chief of the opposition Tehrik-e-Insaf
(Movenent for
Justice) party in Pakistan, said that Islamc countries nust raise
their
voi ce agai nst violation of the human rights of Muislins.

Dr Mahat hir and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul
Azi z had
chanpi oned t he cause of Miuslins and the two | eaders shoul d
"coordinate
efforts” in defending Muslins in places |ike Pal estine and Chechnya,
the
suave Paki stani politiciantold reporters in Sharjah, United Arab
Enirates
(UAE) yesterday.

He described the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) as a
"timd"
body and said the Muslimvoice was not heard in the West because it
was
"incoherent and disjointed."

He condemmed Israeli brutalities against the Pal estinian people
and
said the Jewi sh state was defying all international |aws due to the
"support fromthe strong Zionist |obby inthe United States."

"If there is a war against terrorism then all forns of
terrori smnust

be condemmed. | amagainst the way the United States Government is
deal i ng
with terrorism" Inran said.
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