02 NOV 2003
I NDI AN MEDI A SEE DR MAHATHI R S RETI REMENT AS THE END OF AN ERA

By: Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELH , Nov 2 (Bernama) -- The services of Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohanad
in building a nodern Mal aysia continue to receive the attention of
maj or
newspapers in | ndia.

The | eadi ng English daily, the Indian Express, carried a report
on the
change of guard in Mal aysia with a photograph of Dr Mahat hir,
describing it
as the end of an era in Southeast Asia.

Dr Mahathir, 77, assumed power in 1981 and spear headed
Mal aysi a' s
transformation froma rubber-and-tin-produci ng backwat er to one of
Sout heast Asia's nost prosperous nodern countries, the Indian
Expr ess sai d.

This is the third day that the I ndian nedi a has been carrying
articles
and reports praising Dr Mahathir for his services.

The I ndi an papers have been praising Dr Mahathir fromQct 31 the
day he
handed over power to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

Yesterday, in a report the | eading English daily, the H ndu
said
"During his tenure, Dr Mahat hir had sought to reinvent Mal aysia as a
noder n
econony that could aspire for the status of devel oped country by
2020.

"I n doing so, he waged political battles with the | eaders of the
rich

and powerful countries and al so "i nvest ment gurus" |i ke George Soros
and
ot hers."
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