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By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, June 26 (Bernama) -- | ndonesia's |eadi ng newspaper
" Konpas"
t oday heaped prai se on Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r
Moharmad who will retire in October after | eading the country for 22
years.

The front-page article entitled "Dr Mahathir's Hand Lifts the
Mal ays"
not only praises Dr Mahathir for raising the dignity of Bum puteras
"froma
second cl ass comunity", able to conpete with other races, but al so
for
enhanci ng Mal aysia's i mage at the i nternational |evel

"One of the criteria for a successful |leader is to | eave the
throne
gracefully. He al so paves the way for his successor in a situation
of
relative calm"

"Fromthis aspect, Dr Mahathir Mhamad is a successful |eader,"
t he
article saidin its introduction.

"I'n the nei ghbouring country (Ml aysia), Mal ays have an honoured
pl ace.
Froma second cl ass conmunity, he has raised their dignity,
t he paper
whi ch has the largest circulation in |Indonesia.

Fromthis aspect, Dr Mahathir not only earned the praise of
Mal aysi ans
but al so was a warrior of the Malays in Indonesia, Konpas said.

Konpas sai d Mal aysi a and I ndonesia were |isted anong the ei ght
Asi an
countries with rapid growth and i ndustrialisation and were | abel | ed
"The
East Asian Mracles" by the Wrld Bank in 1993.

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a were al so ranked anong t he "Ener gi ng New
I ndustrial Countries" (ENIC) but clearly Ml aysi a was i ndeed
different, the
daily said.

The economic crisis of 1997 which led to crises of various
di mensi ons
after that, had dragged I ndonesia to a |l evel slightly above that of
sone
African countries.

However this did not happen to Mal aysia and in 1999, that
country noved
out and ahead, recording an econom c growth of five per cent, it

sai d



sai d.

Konpas al so prai sed Mal aysia's nmove to i npl enent the New
Econoni c
Policy and the policy to bring progress to the Bum putera community
but at
the same tinme not ignoring the interest of the Chinese comunity
whi ch
i ndeed had doni nated t he country's econony.

The daily said Mal aysia neasured its econonic success fromthe
aspect
of equitable distribution of incone sothat its citizens enjoyed
greater
overal | prosperity.

"Not only that, froman agricultural country, Ml aysia has
become an
i ndustrial nation, which after all had been | ndonesi a's dream
through its
five year devel opnment plans."

"Probably we have forgotten the termdevel opnent plan, but
Mal aysi a has
i mpl emented it steadfastly.”

The article also briefly touched on the background of Dr
Mahat hi r and
descri bed his wi sdomand | eadershi p

Dr Mahat hir separated politics frombusiness interests. This
shoul d be
emul ated by | ndonesia's political elite, Konmpas said in concluding
t he
article.
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