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MAHATHI R- | NVESTMENT
'S DR MAHATHI R ALSO MALAYSI A' S TOP " SALESVAN' ?

PENANG, April 22 (Bernama) -- |Is Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s
Mal aysia's top "sal esman"?

The answer is a resounding "yes" if the accounts of the
count | ess
number of satisfied foreign investors are anything to go by.

Take Thomas C. Loomnis, for exanple. He is president of SPM(M
Sdn Bhd
(SPM Mal aysi a), a subsidiary of San Di ego- based SEMX Cor poration, a
| eadi ng
br oadband conponent and i nterconnect solutions for wireless, fibre
optics
and I nternet infrastructure conpany, operating fromthe Bayan Lepas
Free
Trade Zone here.

Loom s' conpany deci ded to expand its operations in Ml aysia
after
hearing the prime mnister speak at a Mal aysi a Cor porate Day
function in
New York on Feb 4 this year

SPM Mal aysi a, which was established in Penang in 1999, is to
nove its
hi gh-end t echnol ogi es i n Thermal Managenent Products (TMP) and
Packages to
Penang from San Diego in California by the end of the year

"I't was people like him(Dr Mahathir) that afford conpanies |ike
ours
to participate inwth mniml fear of failure," he told a gathering
of
government officials, business associ ates and enpl oyees at the
openi ng of
SPM s new facility here by state executive councillor Dr Teng Hock
Nan and
t he conpany' s achi evenent of QS-9000 Certification

"I want to publicly thank himfor reaffirmng this situation as
I
wi t nessed nany opportunities here in Mal aysia to grow our business
W th
gover nnent gui dance and support, along with partnerships with other
cor porate conpanies. "

Looni s said during the New York function, Dr Mahathir had tal ked
about
nurrer ous val i dated points of the efforts within Mal aysia to provide
busi ness and soci al opportunities to all people of the world.

He prai sed the Mal aysi an governnent for instilling confidence
anong



foreign investors to keep their investnments in the country by
provi di ng the
social and political stability.

"Malaysia is the right place to be and 1' mglad that SEMX had
made t he
right choicetocontinueits investments inthis country, especially
in
Penang, " he stressed.

SEMX presi dent - cum chi ef executive officer Frank J. Pol ese said
Pol ese
Conpany, a whol |y owned subsi diary of SEMX, woul d pl ace TMP and
packages
technol ogies at a newy-built facility of SPM Ml aysi a.

He said the decision to nmove the technol ogi es of TMP and
packages to
Penang was due to the corporation's confidence in the capability of
t he
Mal aysi an gover nnent in mai ntaini ng economic, social and political
stability.

SPM Mal aysi a woul d al so be the springboard for conti nuous growth
for
other SEMX units in the future, he said.

Mal aysi a, Pol ese said, woul d al so becone SEMX' s marketing centre
for
TMP and pakages for the Asian region.

SPM Mal aysi a, incorporated in Mal aysia three years ago, started
operations in Penang froma | eased bui |l di ng neasuring 6,000 sq ft.
It
produces m croel ectroni c packaging materials like the silicon
al um ni um
bondi ng wi res, heavy al um niumand sol der wires for the
sem conduct or,
aut onoti ve and el ectronics industries.

SEMX had since invested a total of RMl4 nmillion at its Penang
operations which is al so responsi ble for the sale and distribution
of its
products. It also offers technical and | ogi stics support to all its
custonmers within the Asia region. -- BERNAVA
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