10 DEC 2003
Mahat hi r - Japan
JAPAN REMAI NS A ROLE MODEL FOR DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWUR, Dec 10 (Bernama) -- Japan has been a nodel and an
inspiration for Mal aysi a and t he Sout heast Asi an nations, forner

prime
m ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

"Mal aysia and, | amquite sure many of the Southeast Asian
countri es,

were very inpressed at how Japan recovered so quickly fromthe
devast ati ons
of the Pacific War to becone an econoni ¢ power house.
"There must be sone things that the Japanese were doi ng which
wer e
wort hy of erul ating by countries wi shing to devel op," Dr Mahathir
said in
hi s keynote address at the "Synposi um Towards t he Future of Asean”
or gani sed by the Japanese M nistry of Foreign Affairs, Fukuoko
Prefecture,
Mai ni chi Newspapers and RKB Broadcasti ng, in Fukuoka.
The text of his speech was received here today.
He said it was the Japanese work ethics and the cl ose
col I aboration
bet ween t he governnent and the private sector, the nuch criticised
Japan
I ncor porated concept, which contributed to the Japanese mracle
"There are of course the Japanese corporate structure and
managenent
practi ces whi ch enabl ed Japanese corporations to recover and grow so
qui ckly and successfully. Mal aysia was anxi ous to | earn about these
and
adopt t hemwhere possible."
Dr Mahat hir al so said that the Japanese strategy of | ow cost
quality
products nmanaged to dom nate the Asian and African markets and
overtook the
Eur opean and Armerican costly products. Eventually it hel ped to
uplift the
l'iving standards i n devel opi ng econoni es.
"Left to the Europeans, the poorer peoples of Asia and Africa
woul d not
be able to enjoy many of the nodern necessities such as hone
appl i ances,
pi ck-up trucks and cars.
"Their standards of living would therefore remai n much | ower
than the
standards of |iving of the Europeans," said Dr Mahathir.
Politically, he said, Japan did not see eye to eye with nmany
Sout heast



Asi an countries but instead aligned itself closely with the United
St at es.

"But these political differences have sel domgot in the way of
good
rel ati ons between Japan and Sout heast Asia. W are all pragmati c.
Japan has
shown no desire to be a deputy sheriff," he added.

However, despite the Japanese success story, one of the greatest
di sappoi nt nents wi t h Japan anong Sout heast Asi ans was its rel uctance
to
cooperate through the East Asia Econom c Group (EAEGQ, he said.

"It isdifficult to understand why there was this reservation
when
regi onal groupi ngs were being formed all over the world. Europe had
been
consol i dati ng t he Eur opean econoni ¢ cooperation ever since the end
of the
war. It was on the verge of form ng the European Uni on when t he EAEG
was
proposed.

"The Associ ation of Sout heast Asian Countries is weak and needed
the
cl out of the Northeast Asian countries, in particular Japan. It is
not the
intention to becone an economc bl oc.

"The EAEG woul d sinply be a forumfor discussion of commmon
probl enms and
expl ori ng ways of overcom ng themtogether,"” he said.

"Wy the east Asian countries cannot get together the way the
Eur opeans
in Europe and the North Americans can is a nystery," he added.
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