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Book- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH A BOOK BASED ON HI S ARTI CLES | N JAPAN

By: D. Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, JAPAN, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- "Voice fromAsia to Japan", a
conpi l ation of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's vi ews on vari ous
t opi cs
that appeared as a series of articles in the Minichi Shinbun
Japanese
newspaper, will be | aunched here on Thursday.

The prine mnister will |aunch both the Japanese and Engli sh
versi ons
of the book during his four-day visit which starts on Thursday.

"This is a dreamcone true for ne after 17 years. The main
reason |
wanted to becone a journalist was to have a chance to i nterview Dr
Mahathir...a leader | admre fromny university days," the book's
aut hor,

Aki ko Kato, said today.

Kat o, the newspaper's Hong Kong bureau chief, said the idea to
wite a
book on the prinme minister cane after she read Dr Mahathir's book,
"The
Malay Di | enma. "

"l was shocked to read what he wote in the book, about race
differences and others... we don't have it here," said Kato who has
been
with the newspaper for the past 20 years.

Kato said her first interviewwith the prine mnister was in
May, 1998,
but the ideato wite a series of articles cane when Mal aysi a was
goi ng
through difficult tinmes during the Asian economic crisis.

She sai d Mal aysia was practically "under siege" at that tine as
former
deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas arrested and t he
foreign
nedia was witing reports based on their own thinking and agenda.

"I had wanted to report about Mal aysia for a long tine and
wanted to
doit inadifferent perspective. | put this idea to the prine
m ni ster and
he agreed,"” Kato said.

Dr Mahathir was also | ooking for a platformto wite hinmself, to
tel
the true story and provide insight on his far-reachi ng thoughts on
how t he
wor | d woul d shape, she said.

Kat o sai d the whol e regi on was undergoing its worst econonic
crisisin



recent years but Dr Mahathir was the only Asian | eader who coul d
el aborat e,
gi ve hindsi ght and anal yse t he whol e probl em
She said that when Dr Mahathir attended a synposi umon Asi an
econom ¢
currency in Tokyo i n Cctober 1998, everyone mi sunderstood him
especially
after he attacked currency specul ators and skepti ci smabout
Mal aysi a' s
fi xed exchange rate and regul ati on of short-termcapital flows.
In the course of witing the interviews, she flewto Kuala
Lunmpur every
nmont h si nce Decenber, 1998. The series of articles, entitled "Dr
Mahat hir's
Worl d Anal ysis" were published nonthly fromFebruary 1999 to June
| ast

year.
"Normal ly, | spent a week there and the intervieww || run for

one

hour. I will give himthe draft and he will rewite it," said Kato

who al so

translated the articles for the Japanese version of the book

The prine mnister spoke about his early days, how he was
br ought up,
about the Malays, the Miusli mextremi sts as well as Mal aysia's
nei ghbour s
and his visits to China and Japan.

Kato said Dr Mahathir al so shared his thoughts on various issues
i ncl udi ng gl obal i sati on and on why he |i kes Japan and t he reason
behi nd t he
i mpl emrent ati on of the Look East Policy in the 1980s.

Asked about the response fromthe Japanese people to the
articles, Kato
said it was very good as Dr Mahathir had the foresight and deep
anal ysi s.

"We don't have intel ectual politicians |ike himhere,
in
j est.

The book was put on sale last nonth and costs Yen 1, 700 (about
RVb4) .
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