08 OCT 2000

EFFORTS TO DI SCREDI T DR MAHATHI R STARTED YEARS AGO, SAYS ABDULLAH

ALOR SETAR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said tonight, efforts to discredit Datuk Ser
Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad overseas started several years ago.

He said the efforts originated abroad but their sources could
have cone
fromw thin the country.

"What they are doing (running down the prine ninister) is old,
al
sorts of things go out, including onthe Internet.

"The efforts to concoct the stories are based overseas, not
| ocal ly,
but there may be |inks with our people...because the caucasi ans
don't know
our | anguage," he told reporters after a neeting wi th Kedah Umo
| eaders,

i ncludi ng Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain. here.

He was asked to comment on a collum in a Mal ay newspaper
M ngguan
Mal aysi a, that there were planned noves by certain groups to
discredit the
prime mnister and i solate the country fromthe international arena.

The witer also said that the efforts included a series of
denonstrations planned to coincide with Dr Mahathir's visits
over seas.
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