03 OCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Ret i r enent
MAHATHI R S EXI'T UNI QUE | N MJUSLI MWORLD, SAYS EX- PAKI STANl M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysian Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's retirenment on Oct 31 is sonething unique inthe
Muslim
world and a rarity in the Third Wrld, according to a forner
Paki st an
Cabi net mi nister.

Miushahi d Hussai n, who served as Inforntion M nister under the
admi ni stration of ex-Prine M nister Nawaz Sharif says for centuries,
t he
Musl i mworl d has not been able to settle the fundanmental issue of
power
politics -- political transition-- withlslamc historyrepletewth
power
struggl es sparked by wars of succession.

" Dr Mahathir is all set to inplenent his commtnent to | eave
hi s
power ful position voluntarily, honourably and peaceful ly," he says
ina
recent article published by the Dubai - based Gul f News.

Hussai n, who is a nermber of Pakistan's Upper House, the Senate,
says in
the Third Worl d voluntarily relinquishing high officeis ararity
and only
two | eaders have done so in recent history, Nelson Mandel a of South
Africa
and China's Jiang Zenin

" When Mahathir retires, he will have the satisfaction of
bequeat hing a
| egacy of stabilty, prosperity and denocracy to his country. At 78,
he
still exudes charm charisma, energy and stam na, with a hands-on
approach
to devel opnent, donestic and foreign policy," he says.

Hussai n, who visited Mal aysia recently and net federal and state
| eaders, intellectuals and policy-nmakers, asks Muslins worl dwi de who
he
says are downright denoralised these days and groping in the dark
for
i nstant sol utions to | ong-standi ng probl ens, to exani ne the basis of
t he
Mal aysi an success story.

"Wy is it that Mal aysi a has succeeded where ot hers have
fail ed? How
cone a state with a m xture of races and religi ons, has been gl ued
into a



nation, with an inclusive, tolerant political culture? After al

Mal aysi a

had to face a | ong-runni ng Conmuni st i nsurgency during its formative
years," he says.

Hussain identifies five reasons for Mal aysia's success as a
nation wth
t he mai n one bei ng | eaders who have the vision to articul ate and
i mpl erent
policies, especially in nmaking education their nunber one priority.

He says secondly, Ml aysia has denocratic institutions with an
uninterrupted political process, giving a sense of participationto
peopl e
representing all segnents of society and renovi ng any sense of
alienation
and deprivation.

" The governnent weakened the Conmuni st insurgency's base by
gi ving
citizenship to the Chinese, providing themwith a stake in the
system
Third, the ability to learn fromm stakes and not repeat them
whet her it
was the i nsurgency or the race riots," he says, referring to the May
13
1969 racial riots here.

He al so attributes Mal aysia's success to the policy of religious
tol erance especially the role of Islamin a multi-racial and
multi-religious society.

Hussain says the fifth factor is the role of wonen as an
integral and
i mportant part of the educated work force and who play an active
role in
all areas of society in a country where productivity i s considerably
enhanced by the richness and diversity of the fenal e | abour force.

The Paki stani | aw maker says as Miuslimcountries prepare to

gather in
Mal aysia |l ater this nonth for the Organi sati on of |Islanic Conference
(aQ

sunmit, they should |l earn | essons fromthe "Ml aysi an Model " whi ch
has the
potential to provide a way out fromthe mal ai se currently afflicting
Muslim
soci eti es.
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