28 JUN 2002
O C Mahat hi r
MAHATHI R S EXI T UPSETS LEADERS OF | SLAM C NATI ONS

By: Azman U ang
KHARTOUM June 28 (Bernama) -- Many | eaders of Islamnic nations
are
upset over the i npendi ng resignation of Mal aysian Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad which will take effect after October next year
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said that over the
| ast
several days, he net Lebanese Prinme Mnister Rafic Hariri in Beirut,
Sudanese President Omar Hassan Al Bashir and a nunber of foreign
m ni sters
here and all said that Dr Mahathir's resignation was not wel cone in
I'slamc
countri es.
"In fact, they are upset over it as Dr Mahathir is an Islamc
| eader
who's firmand bold in expressing his views," he told a group of
Mal aysi an
students and staff of Petronas at a gathering at the Grand Hol i day
Villa
Hot el here yesterday.
Syed Hami d, who is here to attend the annual neeting of Foreign
M ni sters of the Organisation of Islanic Conference (OC) told
Bernama in
aninterviewearlier that there were a |l ot of questions raised and
worries
expressed by the | eaders as to whether Ml aysia woul d be able to
cont i nue
to play its role on the international front.
They said that Dr Mahat hir had established a name and reputation
as an
Islamic |l eader withintegrity and trenendous credi bility and support
anong
I slamic countries.
They al so wanted to know how t he change of | eadership woul d
af f ect
Mal aysi a politically and econonically.
"I had to explain to themthe process of succession, the
| eader ship
hi erarchy structure to reassure themthat al though Dr Mahat hir has
been
pi votal to Mal aysia' s devel opnent, he is going to | eave a sure-
f oot ed
country politically and econom cally and that Ml aysi a woul d not
abandon
its role.
"Alot of themfeel a sense of |oss and worry even. | spent a



| ot of

time to reassure themand | think | could allay some of their fears
and

this is good for the country,” Syed Hanmid said in the intervi ew

He said that by nami ng Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as his
successor, Dr Mahathir showed the country's interest was paranount
to him
so as to bring Mal aysia forward into the gl obalised 21st century.

"That | think is reassuring...they feel confortable and we need
to
continue to build up the sane type of confidence and continue with
what we
have been doing all this while," he said.

The foreign minister said that the "burden” on Ml aysia on the
international front was getting heavier as nore and nore countries
wer e
lookingtoit to play the lead role, crediting the country as a
nmodel
Islanmic state.

"We have been a successful nation w thout conpromn sing our
I'slamc
val ues and the question that is often asked i s how di d we go about
it," he
sai d.

Syed Hami d sai d that Mal aysia's experi ence showed that respect
was
sonmet hing that had to be earned and it was able to have its own seal
in
world affairs and i nternational relations through strategic
t hi nki ng.

If this was not done, all efforts would not be focused and
Mal aysi a
woul d not have been respected as a country which projects the
positive
i mage of I|slam

"W have shown that Islamis a religion not inconsistent with
nmoder ni sation and that it is relevant and flexible and | think this
we have
reflected very well.

"Peopl e respect us when we gi ve our views because we mat ch our
wor ds
with action. Sonetimes we can cone out with beautiful rhetorics but
ifit
i s not acconpani ed by action, then it goes to nought, and we do not
move
fromone position to anot her position," he said.

Asked on the refornms initiated by Mal aysi a on the Jeddah- based
secretariat of the OC, Syed Hanid said that the secretariat nust
nmove with
the times and had to be reorganised to fulfil the aspirations of the
57- menber grouping of Islamc countries.

Mal aysi an consul tants were currently working on the



reor gani sation and
their proposals were expected to be ready for approval by QC
| eaders at
their sunmt in Kuala Lunmpur in Cctober next year.

He said that the 32-year-old organisation had to gain nore
confi dence
to be able to participate nore actively and to i nfluence the course
of
worl d events.

For this to happen, he said, it had to gain credibility as well
as to
gai n confi dence not only anmong out si ders but anong t he nenbers
t hensel ves
in order to nove forward and to nake a difference.

"Probl ens of under-devel opnent and econoni ¢ cooperation are rea
i ssues
that cannot be put aside. The O C nust have the vision and be
pragmati c.
It's better to do the small things than trying to be over-amnbitious
and
achi eve not hi ng,
t he
groupi ng continued to be perceived as an organi sation that indul ges
nore in
rhetoric and devoi d of action.

"O C continues to be perceived as an organi sation that adopts
NUNer ous
resol utions and deci si ons but unable to effectively inplenment them
| nst ead
of being able to seize the initiative, we appear to have been
margi nal i sed,” said the minister whois critical of the present OC
f or mat
of having far too nmany i ssues on the agenda of its neetings.

He al so disclosed that at the Kuala Lunpur O C sunmt next year,

sai d Syed Ham d, addi ng that Mal aysi a was sad t hat

t he
O C secretariat, which has for a long time been headed by a
secretary-general fromthe Arab-speaking countries, woul d be
repl aced by a
candi date from Asi a.
Asked if a Malaysian was in line for the job, he said: "Ml aysia
i's one
of those countries that peopl e have tal ked about".
- - BERNAMA
AU AFY RM
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