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By Siti Hawa O hnan

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- "Wat | will mss nost is his
honesty," a top US busi ness of ficial said when asked on what he will
m ss
nmost when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | eaves
office on
Fri day.

"I never had a question where | stood with the PM" said Ernest
z
Bower, president of US-Asean Busi ness Council, Inc.

Speaki ng to Bernama on the sidelines of the recent APEC
Leaders' Sunmmit
i n Bangkok, he said that in any relationship, it was "nice to know
wher e
you stand with your partner.”

He said when Dr Mahathir was nad about sonethi ng he woul d be
really nmad
"and when he was happy with sonmething, it was anbi guous. "

The US- Asean Busi ness Council, he said, had enjoyed a very
frank,
candi d and practical busiess relationshipwith the prine mnister
over the
years.

Bower together with menbers of the US- APEC Busi ness Coal ition
had a
brief nmeeting with Dr Mahat hir during t he Bangkok APEC and t he prine
m ni st er agai n denonstrated his practical approach towards busi ness.

"W will mss that kind of | eadership that is practical, direct
and
honest, " Bower sai d.

He said this was because the business conmunity "likes
predictability
and stability and it Iikes a | eadership that is decisive."

Mal aysi a, Bower said, was run by "a man who actually runs the
country
in some way |ike a CEO (chi ef executive officer)."

Dr Mahathir is sonetines referred to as the CEO of Mal aysi a
| ncor por at ed.

"We think that kind of | eadership is easy to do business with,"
Bower
said, adding that he is also bullish about Ml aysia under the
| eader shi p of
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , the current Deputy Prime M nister

He said Anerican busi nesses had been successful in Ml aysia and
t he
United States was its biggest foreign investor.

"W think Mal aysia will nove forward with free trade with the US



in the
next few years," he added.

Mal aysi a, Bower said, was noving into regional integration
within Asean
and was a good nenber of the Asean Free Trade Area "except for the
auto
sector."

"Mal aysia's (econonic) direction | ooks good for business in
bei ng
stable. It is an inportant contributor not only to Asean's growth
but al so
to the Asean-China link."

Asked on the occasi onal harsh criticisnms made by Dr Mahat hir,
Bower
sai d personally he wi shed that the prime minister's criticisms about
the US
and t hings that he t hought were wong coul d be shared privately and
di pl omatical ly.

"But he (Dr Mahathir) is always a man who said what he
t hought, " he
sai d.

"Busi ness (the business conmunity) always tries to understand
that it
wasn't because he had bad feelings about the US but (because) he had
strong
beliefs where his country was going," he said.

As such, Bower said both parties (Ml aysia and the US) were
still able
to work together, especially for the long term and this cane from
honesty.

"This is proven by the fact that the US never had adipinits
investnent nor inits relationship with Mal aysia," he said.

Fol l owi ng the sensitivities that had enmerged after the Cancun
Vorld
Trade Organi sation mnisterial neeting and t he Putrajaya
Or gani sati on of
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) Summit, Bower said the US-Asean Busi ness
Counci
did ask for advice fromthe prine mnister on howto manage these
sensitivities and Dr Mahathir said he had al ways sai d that he
strongly
supported US- Mal aysi a rel ati ons.

Dr Mahathir's advice to themwas "to reach out nore, to
conmuni cate, to
focus on policies that will help alleviate poverty and to reach out
to
t hose who did not have the opportunities.”

"He said if we could do that successfully, we will go to
bui | di ng new
bridges of trust," Bower said. -- BERNAMVA
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